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PREFACE 


TT. wand be an unneceſſary trou- 
u\ble, for me-to endeavour, by a 
| Jang Preface, to:evince the Uſeful- 
| = of the Author's Subjef ; ſee- 
q ing it 8 both apparently moſt Sea- 
1 [onable; andalſ0 confeſſedly of the 
greateſt It mport ance. 
.: But fmce the. Diſcourſe ts Poſt 
umous,. JI muſt.not forbear to give 
Borne: account thereof ; it requiring 
I that--in regard .to the Author, 
YN which.is-the common and indeed 
8 abways. a juſt and becoming (j —_ 
Lo the Reader. 
s :\b>fbort, Theſe Papers contain 
the Remains of Several Sermons, 


A 2 which 


from one of them, which bearv\dgeo\ | 


fo Enlargements ; and have come in." | 


The FREFACE. 


which he preach'd at more places 
than one (as appears by the diffe- | 
rent Draughts 4 them)but-mbekez | 
T cannot pojitrvely affirm, Probably 
they were at laſt ſome of" bis Lethurag | 
at Hackney.:.Andthish blu 


1670. the Year m- which. He wass | 
choſen Leiturer there;-where; tn: | 
the following Year, »e\ Diced, \ | 

Had the Authox-in-hys. life-time. 1 
prepared them. for the. Preſs, "it i | 
not to be. doubted,” bt they. woule | 
have received ſome Poliſhing, aslc'. | 


to the World with more Advantages. 1 

I bat he could have mags. them,” F 
25 well kn5m to thoſe who. are ac- | 
quainted with his Labours,"vwthe | 


py 


Reviſmg and Publiſhing-of+ Mr. 


Mede's 


The PREFACE: 
Mede's and Mr. Smith's Works « 


i Which; with his not to be unmention- 
i ed Edition of "Thomas a Kem- 
1 pis, ſufficiently teſlifie his uſeful 
1 Diligence and Exattneſs. 

[ FF I world not lefſen the Eſteem 

YH ; Follnving Diſcowſe': Off 
1 Key: this I may-ſay ( without 
: breach of Modifty)That whoſoever 
1 peruferitwith'a becoming Candour, 

1 cannot but acknowledge it, if not 
| Weorthy of the Anthor," at leaſt not 
| Unworthy of the Publick View. 

1 Api pleaſe God fo to pro- 
1 [per it , as that it may be laid 
'F zo Has: and. —_ by every 
; Oy | 
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THE. 


INTRODUCTION: 


H E Words are a ſcrious Perſua ve to 
the grand: Chriſtian Duty of. Walking in 
Lope 3and'that in oppoſition to Bitter- 
weſc, IV, Tath, Clamour, evil-ſpeaking, and 
Malice, mention?d at the end ofthe former Chapter. 
The Duty 1s enfarced both from the cs of 
God, and of Chriſt. - 
_ 14+ From the Example Dy God. . Be ye kind one to 
another, (xens?, benignly affected ; the word xensvs 
fgnitics a ſingular goodneſs and ſweetneſs of diſpo- 
fition} tender: hearted, (turmaexru, tenderly and 
compaſho ately affe&ed_) forgiving one another, even 
a God, in (or through) Chriſt, bath forgiven you. 
So ends the fourth-Chapter : And in this fifth Chap- 
Z ter, ver. 1. it immediately follows; Be ye herefore 
” followers ( or imitators ) of God as dear Children. 
S Which Verſe, with that of my Text might have 
$ been contipued and joined to.the former Chapter 
and that: very. fitly, as the 7/lative Particle | there- 
Fore, ] and the plain Coherence ſhews. 
2- From the Example of Cbriff, Thus s fol- 
B OWS 


The INTRODUCTION. 
lows in the Verſe of my Text 5 And walk in Love, 


as Chriſt alſo hath loved us, .and hath giuen vt 7E 
us, ab ring and Strife to Gl Ae heel 
mp Smvouf, © : = 


B E it therefore your-care to imitete God, and 
to reſemble Chrift;; to trariſtvibe ey great and 
olorious Examples, in:a&s of -Ldy>, -Beffignity and 
Gocdnels 3 and that out of ſucha Spirit and Pxin- 
ciple as is in God and Chriſt, in whodn there nei- 
ther is nor can be any thing of Vanity-or-Self-leet- 
ing. And let it be your confant courſe and contt- 
nued tenour of Life; let iti be your new and e- 
cond Nature, yous. deliberate and cho + am 4 
your Like and Delight, yorriproper buſi eſo -con- 
tinue and abound in doing good,  ______ ... 

This is implied :in the Words s Walk itt: Love. 


I alking ſignities a tenour and coun of Life hot a | 
few: tingle Ads at diftances y but continued?Adts : 
As to. walk in pride Dani 4: to talk in the 2 | 


Pet. 2; imply 4 eonvinwed-courſe, aind is the Charh 


3 


Fer of wicked mew: And on the contraty, t _ pr 


in peace, Mal. 2. to walk in the fety of ba, Net: 5. 


10 walk.in the ſpirit, Gal. 3.- to walkin newneſs of life, © 
Row. 6. imply habitual Goodntls, atd' is the Cha» 3 


zacter of holy. Men, '- * 


And ow, that we friay moretully appreben#'the J 
Dodrine of Gbriftian Love - (# Daty fo frequently, % 
ſo continuedly jaculcated in the New Teſtzment) it {| 


wiil be fit-to conſider the Chayatftrs, of Bralifitatis  ,. 


ons, cf the true Chriſtian Love; wherein we are to |” 
walk, towards others, And to this purpofe, what |, 


ics more diſperſedly in ſeveral places of Scripture, $ 


which may beft lead/us into'the truc an full Notion | 
of this {0 lovely a Grace, I ſhall co[leQ'zrid bring into | 
your view; both for: the clearing of the' Truth it ! 
felt, and for. the illuftrating.by the way ſeveral Ex- | 
preſſions of Scripture, ' CHAP. 


'CHAP. I. 


'RULE and MEASURE 


O F 


Chriſtian Love. 


IRST, Iris to be 4ya71 inves, Fers 
vent Love, or Charity, 1 Pet. 4.8. Chas 
TH 45 intenſa (as Beza renders -tit) an 
intenſe Loye: Above all things have 
fervent Charity, or Love, among your 

; ſelves : And 1 Pet. 1.22, See that ye love 

Þ one another :x]wa; fervently ;. earneſtly, as the 

3 Greek Word isuſed when joined with Prayer Tes- 

It oevyh, ACts 12.5. and ixlcvivecey reaoevye]o, Luke 

222, 44. And crying unto God, 11719, mightily 

O *(fortitudine, Vulg, Lat.) is render*d by the LXX., 

T1112 | | IT 75: | 

c, Y The dy an ii; is not therefore a fleight, 

on Fformal, weak, cold afftetion, but.an earneſt fer- 

to Yyent, intenſe, a great and vehement Love. The 
it YCoals of this Love muſt be as Coals of fire, which 

.X- Yhath a.m} vehement flame,” Cant. 8. 6, It muſt 

g be a Loye rais'd up to a great degree of dearnels 

| 5 2 and 
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and affetionateneſs, even to a kind of <cogy)* 
Hence that in Rom. 12. (a Chapter enricht with 


excellent Precepts) ver. 10. Beye qinbcopyu, kindly 


affeftioned to one another. The Greek word copy 
implies vehementem & genuinum amanadi affettum, 
a ſtrong affetion of Love, ſuch as is reciprocal 
between Parents and Children, &c. ſuch as is be- 
twixt thoſe of the neareſt Relation. 


HOW Fervent, how Dear this Love ought to 
be, He who was Love Incarnate (the Wiſdom of 
God, and the great token of his Love) our Bleſſed 


Saviour hath ſhewn us in a few words, but fo fully 


expreſlive, as none can be better, in that Royal 


Law (as S. Fames calls it, ch. 2. 8.) Thou ſhalt. 
love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. In this one Com- 


mandment are comprehended the Six Command- 
ments of the Second Table, Matth, 22. 39. con- 
taining our Duty to our Neighbour, that is ano- 
ther, every other Man : For by Neighbour is not 
meant only (as we commonly uſe the word) one 
that dwells near us: But according to the Stile of 
the Scripture, Nerghbour ſignifies another, mwansi- 
er Th #5ig, Ti puon, 5 5% Tere ky uri; (laith Tſio- 
dore Peluſiote Lib.q.Ep.123.) not him only that is 


near us 1n place or habitation, but any one of the. 
{ame common ſtock with us, partaker of the ſame 
nature , all men, all of our kind ; eſpecially 
excivoy nys maAnohov , # debugoy , ſuch a one as 
is in want, and needs our Love in relieving 


him. Thus in Roxz. 13.9. $ Tangier, is 10 Ver, 8, 


7 #rs&y. And in the Old Teſt. yT Neighbour, 


ſometimes ſignifies no more than azother. Gen. 11. 

3. Prov. 18. 17, Exod. 21. 18, 
Of the ſame import and ſenſe is that other Ex- 
cellent Role of Chriſt, delivered in his Sermon on 
| the 
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the Mount, Matth. 7.12. All things whatſoever ye 
would that men Nona do unto you, do ye even ſao 
them; Or as it is in Luke6.31. As ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye alſo to them likewiſe. 


TO the ſame ſenſe is that Rule delivered in a 
Negative ſtile, Ouod tibs fieri non vis, alteri ne fe- 


cerss. And concerning this, Lampridins the Hiſto- 


rian,in the Life of thar Roman Emperour Alexan- 
der Severn, reports, That that Excellent Empe- 
rour (who flouriſhed 206 years after Chriſt) was 
ſo much in love with it, Quam ſententiam uſq; 
adeo dilexit, ut & in palatio & publics operibus in- 
ſeribs juberet , he cauſed it to be writ upon the 
Walls of his Palace and publick Buildings (as Sen- 
tences of Scripture are written on our Church 
Walls). And though he was an Heathen, yet he 
was better affefted towards Chriſtians for this 
Rule and Precept of their Maſters, and ſhewed 
them favour. And as he loved this Rule (which 
IS Radix Fuſtitie & omne fundamentun equitatis, as 
Lattantins ſpeaks) ſo he praftis'd it: For when 
there was cauſe to inflict puniſhment upon any for 
as of Injuſtice and Injury to others, he ordered 


that the Officer ſhould thus admoniſh the party of 


his unjuſt Carriage, and proclaim aloud this Di- 
Ctate of Conſcience, Quod tibs fieri non vis, alters 
ne feceris ; And in caſe, the Army being on their 
march, a perſon of Quality had offended in doing 
any hurt to the field or poſſeſſions of another, and 
his dignity excuſed him from ſuch corporal pu- 
niſhments and diſgraces which the inferiour ſort 
had inflicted on them , yet the Emperour would 
vehemen'ly reprove him with this, Yiſne in agro 
tuo fiert, quod alter; facis ? Wouldſt thou have that 
done to thy own Field and Poſſeſſion, which thou 


« 
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doeſt to anothers? And ſuch a reproof and check 
58 this muſt needs affe&t and forcibly ſtrike the 
Cohſdience of the guilty offender, eſpecially when 
Te7tomes from the lips of a Perſon of integrity and 
exemplary worth. And ſuch a one was this Empe- 
ror.as the ſanie Hiſtorian reports of him, Dees nun- 
quam tranſit quin aliquid manſuetum, civile,pium fa- | 
ceret, Not a day paſt him, but he expreſſed the be- 
nignity and the integrity of his Spirit in ſome acts 
of goodneſs, kindneſs and equity, and in acts of 
exa juſtice ; and therefore he is by the beſt Iater- 
Preters of the Apocalypſe fitly ſuppoſed to be meant: 
by the Rider of the black horſe (Rev. 6. 6.) with 
the pair of balances in his hand. | 


BUT to return from this digreſſion,to that fore- 
mentioned Rule and Meaſure of the Love which we 
are to expreſs to our Neighbour, Thou ſhalt love ' 
thy ne:ghbour (i. e, another, every other) as thy 
felf ; or, As ye would that men ſhould do to you, do 
ye alſo ro them : None can pretend that the Rule 
is obſcure and intricate, hard to underſtand,though 
it be through Mens own fault hard to practiſe. 
 Forevery one may know, without much ſtudy 
and beating his brains, what it 1s to love himſelf, 
No man ever hated his own fleſh (ſaith the Apoſtle.) 
No man is coldly or ſlightly affeted toward him- 
ſelf. No, The Love wherewith a man loves him- 
ſelf, is a fervent, intenſe Love : And if this muſt be 
the Rule and Meaſure of thy Love to thy Neigh- 
bour (for thou mult love him as thy ſelf) then ſure-' 
ly the Love wherein Chriſtians are to walk, is not 
co be a cold, remiſs, ſlight, and formal Love, but 

earneſt, intenſe and ardent. 
To picvent and obviate any cavils or miſtakes 
about this Love of thy ſelf, which is to be the Rule 
and + 
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and Meaſure of thy loving thy Nezghbour;, and 
for a further explaining of thoſe two foremention- 
ed Precepts of Chriſt, we are to conlider, 


Firſt, That here is meant a regular Love of our 
ſelves; not an inordinate, vitious Self-love; not 
a love that breaks or tranſgreſſes the bounds of 
righteouſneſs. No man muſt do an unjuſt or un- 
lawful a& in his own behalf, or for his own adyan- 
tage; nor for the intereſt or advantage of another: 
For ſuch a Love as this, is not (as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of the right Love, Rom. 13.) Taigawa vous 
the fulfilling of the Law , but the tranſgreſling 
thereof. 

If the thing be unlawful or forbidden by God, 
which thou wouldit have others do to thee, thou 
muſt not do the ſame to them : Which yet is the 
practice of thoſe that ſtile themſelves Good-Fel- 
lows and are Brethren in iniquity; all thatentan- 
gle others, or ſtrengthen one another in their 
{ins which they have choſen. 

Thou muſt therefore do that to another, which 
thou wouldſt have done to thee, that is, which 
thou mayit rightly and lawfully will ; that which 
Is agreeable to the Holy Scripture, and Right Rea- 
ſon, to the light of Nature ihining in thy Conſci- 
ence, and ſhining with a greater luſtre 1n the Di- 
vinely-inſpired Scripture : And fo that thy Love 
be regulated by a right Judgment, by purified 
Reaſon, ſo it be agreeable'to the Rule of Rightes 
ouſneſs, let the Love of thy Self, and of thy 
Neighbour, be as Intenſe and Fervent as it can; fo 
that the Spirit of Love he accompanied with rhe 
ſpirit of a ſound mind, to borrow thole words of 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 7. 


B 4 Secondly, 
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Secondly, That Evil which thou wouldſt not 
have done to thy ſelf, thou muſt not do, or wiſh, 
or contrive to be done to another. Thou muſt 
not do that to another which is unjuſt, and would 
ſeem ſo to thee, if thou wert that other. 

And if thou haſt been that other, and therefore 
by experience knoweſt more feelingly what it is 
to be evil dealt with, and unworthily uſed by o- 
thers; thou, even thou eſpecially ſhouldſt not 
deal ſo with others : For if they did evil therein, 
thou art not to practiſe the like. What was evil 
and unjuſt in them, when done to thee, will be 
alſo evil in thee, if thou doeſt the like to them. 

Do not therefore render evil for evil, or railing for 
rYailing,as S. Peter ſpeaks (1Ep.Ch. 3.); whoalſo 
tells us (in Ch 2,) that Chriſt,our Pattern as well 
as our Propitiation, did not ſo : He, when he was 
reviled,, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he 
threatned not, but committed himſe!F, and his cauſe, 


# to him that judgerh righteouſly, 


Do not retarn ſlander fur ſlander, wrong for 
wrong, or any the like for the ſatisfying of a re- 
vengeful humous: Fengeance 1 mine, and I will 
repay, ſaith the Lord, Rom. 12. Leave that there- 
fore to God, and to his Vicegerents. 

There 1s a Rule which many walk by [Do as 
thou haſt been done to: or, What others do to yeu, 
do ye the ſame to them likewiſe] which they do not 
ſo much mean and praQtiſe in that better ſenſe, 
wherein only it is allowable,viz. in doing good to 
others, in rendring good for good, in a way of 
Gratitude, as one good turn asks another; there 
1s !nNgenuity and jultice in this: But they generally 
unceritznd and practiſe it in returning, or doing 
Evil for evil. ; 
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But there is a vaſt difference between this Rule, 
Do 4s thou has been done to, and our Saviour?s Rule, 
Do as thou wouldſt be done to : Tho® they differ but 
little in words (ina word or two) yet they areas 
diſtant as Heaven and Hell, as Chriſt and Bel:al. 

Do as thou haſt been done to': or, What others do to 
you, do ye the ſame to them likewiſe : This Is the 
DeviPs Maxim; it is a branch of that W:/dom,which 
(as S. Fames ſpeaks, Ch. 3.) deſcenderh not from 
above, but ts earthly and deviliſh, ſuch as the Devil 
doth infuſe into the minds of men. 

But, Do as thou would(t be done to: or, What ye 
would others ſhould do to you , do ye the ſame to them 
likewiſe : This is our SaviourChriſPs Rule ; it is 
the Royal Law of him who is King; its a branch 
of that Wiſdom which is from above {from Heaven) 
which us peaceable, gentle, full of mercy and good 
fruits, (as S. Fames ſpeaks in the {ame Chapter.) 


Thirdly, Thou muſt make thy Neighbour's, or 
another*s, condition thine own ; thou muſt look 
vpon his Concernments, his Caſe and Circumſtan- 
ces, as if they were thine own : And then, that 
pity, that counſel, that help, that relief and com- 
fort which thou wouldſt expect or wiſh for from 
others, if thou wert in ſtraits and difficulties. and 
uncomfortable circumſtances ; the like muſt thou 
now afford to them in ſuch hardſhips. 

This is that true yer5o7nus, Benignity, Kindneſs 
and Goodneſs of diſpoſition and deportment, to 
which our Religion doth exhort and oblige vs. 
And Phavorinu doth very pertinently deſcribe it, 
when he ſaith, it imports # regs $ riaus oundrafe- 
ow iStonareuinny, ſuch a diſpoſition and temper of 
mind as makes a Man to look upon the caſe and 
circumſtances of another as his own. And then 

what 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap. T. 
what he would deſire or endeavour for. himſelf; 
the like will he defire and do for anotner, if he 
loves his Neighbour as himſelf, with as unfeigned 
and Fervent a Love as he loves himſelf. . 

And here it may be fit to remember that Wiſe 
Saying of the Son of Sy7ach,which contains a great 
deal of ſenſe in a few words, Ecclzs. 31. i5. Fudge 
of thy Neighbour by thy ſelf. That which thou 
judgeſt unworthy, and unbecoming, yea and in- 
jurious in reference to thy Self; judge the ſame of 
It, if done to thy Neighbour in the like circum- 
ſtances: And that kindneſs, thoſe Civilities, that 
fair reſpect, that which thou wouldlt judge fit and 
decent in thy own behalf; judge the ſame 1n be- 
half of thy Nezghbounr in the like Capacities. 

{ may alſo ſuperadd that wholeſom and ſhort 
counſel which Tobras had from his Father (Tob. 
4.15.) Do that to no man which thou hateſt. 


Foarthly, But to riſe higher yet, and to preyent 
an Exception againſt this Rule and Meaſure of the 
Love of our Neighbour, ladd (for a further ex- 
plaining of it, this, which is to be obſerved 
That which thou wouldſt ſhould be done to thee, 
if thou wert of ſuch a Rank and Condition, if 
thou wert in fach a place, or (to look more in- 
ward) if thou wert fo qualified and accompliſhed, 
do thou the ſame to thy Nerghbour, to any other, 
of ſucha rank and condirion, of ſuch qualificati- 
ans and accompliſhments. 

And if thy Nezghboar, if another be of an high- 
errank, degree and condition ; or if he be more 
excellently qualified, and more worthily accom- 
pliihr ; particularly, if he partake more of. God, 
of true Holineſs which is the faireſt Image and 
reſemblance of God, and conſequently has —_— 
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real Divine worth in him ; Thou art then to judge 
that he is to be loved and eſteeined ( not only 
a thy ſelf, or equally with tby ſelt, as thou art for 
the preſent, but) above thy ſelf, viz. whilſt thou 
art not ſuch. 

And yet ſtill the Rule holds good, ftill this is 
to love him a thy ſelf, ws ozaw]d» (though avove 
thy ſelf as thou art now) this is to love him as 
thou thy ſelf wouldſt judge thou wert to be loved, 
eſteemed and regarded, if thuu wert in his eſtate, 
if thou wert ſuch as he 1s. 


Fifthly and Laſtly, There is yet an higher pitch 
and degree of Love, which at ſome time, and in 
ſome caſes, is due from thee to thy Ne:zghbour or 
Fellow-Chriſtian, whom thou art to love, not 
only as thy ſelf, but more then, or above, thy ſelf, 
though he be not ſuperiour or above thee 1n thoſe 
reſpects mentioned in the laſt particular : 1: John 
3.16, Chriſt laid down his life for us, and we ought 
to lay down our lives for the brethren. | 

Here is Love raiſed up to the greateſt Feryency, 
to the higheſt degree poſlible; for (as our Saviour 
Chriſt told his Dilciples, Joh. 15.) Greater love 
hath no man than this, that a man lay down hs life 
for bu friends. 

Now the Rule and Meaſure of this Love, Love 
in its utmoſt height, and that which obligeth a 
Chriſtian ro this Love, is the Love of Chriſt ma- 


Nifeſted in laying down his Life for us. As in 


the formerParticulacs the Rule and Meaſure of thy 


. Love to thy Neighbour was thy own Love, thy 


loving ihy ſelf; thou waſt to love himas thy ſelf - 
SO the Rule and Meaſure of this higheſt degree of 
Love, is the Love of Chriſt ro thee ; Thou mul 
love a Chriſtian as Chriſt loved thee. Bhi | 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap. I. 


Thus he Commands, Jo. 15. 12. This is my 
Commandment, that ye love one another, naf)os nyd- 
T10e. vu; 4s T have loved you : How's that ? In 
laying down his life for them, as appears by the 
following words. 

As I have loved you. Theſe words carry in them 
the greateſt force and reaſon, the greateſt obliga- 
tion to this degree of Love, and make it a duty 
full of equity. Nothing can ſound fo high, no- 
thing can have ſuch an obliging Vertue as this of 
Chriſt, As Thave loved you, ] If we conlider,either, 


I, The excellency of the perſon of Chriſt, who 
this 7 is [as 1 have loved you]. He that ſpake 


this, and thus loved us, was Jeſus Chriſt , the 


brightneſs of God*s glory and the expreſs image of 


his perſon, God manifeſt in the fleſh, the Lord of ' 


life and glory, the Sovereign of Men and Angels, 
Meſſiah the Prince, the Lord of all, And if he lo- 
ved us at this rate, ſo as to lay down his Life for 
us; He that was ſo far exalted above, not Men 


only, but Angels ;- He the Head of all Principa- 


lIity and Power, higher then Thrones and Domi- 
nions, and any of the Angelick Orders: Then 
ſhould a Chriſtian thus love his Fellow-Chriſtians, 
thoſe of the ſame mou'd, and make with himſelf, 
in laying down (if need be) his Life for them. 


2, Orif we conſider the vileneſs and unworthi- 


neſs of thoſe for whom Chriſt did thus much. If - 


he the Prince, and only Son of God, laid down 

his Life for us who were Enernes (Rom. 5.) Re- 

bels-againſt Heaven, Enemies to the Crown and 

Dignity of his Father, the King of Heaven and 

Earth : Should not a Chriſtian then do as much 

for his Friends, his Brethren,. born of God ; wy" 
| al 
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Chap. I. Chriſtian Love. 

and they having one God for their Father, one 
Chriſt for their Redeemer and Head, who paid 
as dear a Price and ranſom for them as for thee, 
and who owns them as much for his living Mem- 
bers as thee; partakers of the ſame preciow Faith 
with himſelf (2 Pet. 1.) and therefore as valua- 
ble and dear in God's ſight as he is; nay it may 
be more, if they be more like to God in eminent 
degrees of Holineſs, and if the continuance of 
their Life, and being in the World, be more con- 
ſiderable. they being fitted to be more uſeful in 
the World. 


3. Or if we conſider the infinite adyantages, 
the richeſt benefits and beſt of bleſſings, which 
came and redounded tous by the Love and Death 
of Chriſt : As Chriſt hath done and ſvffer*d fo 
much for us, even to the laying down of his Life 
for us, and pouring out his Life to Death, eyen 
to the Death of the Croſs (a Death of ſhame and 
pain.) amidſt the contradictions, and derilions of 
his inſulting Enemies If he hath done ſo much 
for us, when the caſe of our Souls ſo much needed 
it ; more than can be done, by any, or all the 
Men in the World; then ought we (it is a rea- 
ſonable ſervice, an equitable duty) to lay dows 
our lives for the brethren, if the neceſſity of their 


caſe ſo require it, no other means appearing ; 


and if ſuch a conſiderable good may thereby come 
to them, or others, or to the furtherance of the 
Faith or Goſpel, as may juſtly call for this higheſt 
degree and demonſtration of Loye. 


Nor have ttere wanted Inſtances of this among 
the noble Army of Martyrs , whoſe Loye was as 
ſtrong as Death, 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap. I. | 
A fair Inſtance of this was S. Paul, who tells 


the Theſſalonians (in 1 Ep.2.8.) That he had ſuch 
an affectionate deſire or love for them, and that 
they were fo dear to him, that he was willing to 
impart to them not only the Goſpel of God, but alſo 
his own Soul or Life. And yet more affettionate 
is that whick he writes to the Philippians ( ch. 2. 


17.) telling them, That it wonld - be matter of 


greateſt joy to him, if it ſhould ſo fall out thar he 


ſhould be offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of | 


their faith. 

And though the Apoſtle S. John, whoſe words 
th: e are; [ Becauſe Chriſt laid down his life for us, 
th:refore ought we to lay down our lives for the bre- 
thren.] He of all the Apoſtles is ſaid by Eccleſi- 
aſtical Hiſtorians, alone nor to have laid down 
his life by M-":yrdoim;, but quietly and in a good 


0!d age to have died at Epheſws: Yet' he was in | 


his Mind prepared to have ſuffer?d Martyrdom , 
which he hac doite, had he not been miraculouſly 
prei-:24 by God when he was caſt mto'the Veſlel 
of hot ſcalding Oyl, from whence coming forth 
unhurt, ( as the three Children out of the fiery 
Furnace) he was by Domitian baniſh'd into the 
Ifle of Patmos, for the word of God, and teſtimony 
of Feſus Chriſt : And he calls himſelf in his Epi- 
{tle to the: Seven Aſcatick Churches, their brother 
and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Feſms Chriſt, Rev.1.9, The full purpoſe 
and noble reſolution of his' Mind was for the ut- 
moſt Sufferings, even unto Death. 

And the ſame Spirit of Love, Love ready to 
expreſs it ſelf in this higheſt Degree that is poſli- 
ble, lived and continued in the firſt and beſt 
Chriſtians, Itwas ſo conſpicuous in Tertullian's 
cime, that the very Heathens todk ſpecial Notice, 
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as. 'Tertulban reports in his Apology 5 Yide (in- 
quiunt): ut invicem fe diligunt Chriſtiani, & ut pro 
alteritro mori parats funt. See (ſaid the Heathens) 
how. the Chriſtians love one another, how ,ready 
they are to lay down their lives for each other, 


- Till theſe days that Love (which afterward grew 


cold ) continued warm and vigorous; and by 
this loving one another, did all men-know that they 
were Chriſts Diſciples, as he had ſaid, 7ohr 1 3. 

But 1 ſhall not infiſt any further upon this fifth 
Particular, viz. Love raiſed up to the greateſt 
height poſlible, in loving others more then rby 
ſelf, by laying down Life it ſelf for thera : The 
occaſions of expreſling Loye in this degree of Fer- 
vency, are more rare ; God doth not 1o frequent- 
lycall to this, as to that Fervency of Love expreſt 
in the: four foregoing Particulars of Loving thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. #5 

And yet this fifth Particular, this loving an- 
other, in laying down thy life for him, may be in 
ſome ſort reduced to the loving him as thy ſelf ; 
.e; as thou wouldſt he ſhould do for thee, in caſe 
thy Caſe and Neceſlities did as much require that 
he ſhould lay down his life for thee, as his do that 
thou ſhouldſt do this for him. 


T O conclude then, ſeriouſly think on this Rule 


of our bleſſed Saviour's , then which nothing 


better could ever have been ſaid, nothing more 
need to be ſaid, 

There is enough compriz'd in this ſhort Rule 
of Love, as toinſtruct and goyern the Conſcience 
of a Man in matters of Juſtice and Equity towards 
thoſe he has to deal with; ſo likewiſe to engage 
and raiſe him vp to a Feryency and excellent de- 
gree of Loye, 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap. 1. 
There is more in theſe few words of Chriſt, | 
that which is more fully inſtructive to a Chri- | 


ſtian, than all that has been ſaid in the Volumi- 


nous Writings of the School-men, Caſuiſts, and 
other Writers 3 more than in the Pandedcts, Code, ' 


and Inſtitutes of the Civil Law. 


In a word, Such is the excellency of this Law, 


or Rule of Chriſt, /[Whatſoever things ye would 
that men ſhould do unto you, do ye even F- to them.) 
That inimediately after it is ſaid ( Marth.7. ) For 
this is the Law ard the Prophtts: Which two 
words ſignifie the Old Teſtament, the whole 
Scripture then in being. Moſes and the Prophets 


are epitomiz'd and contracted in this one Rule. 


And as it is Moſes and the Prophets, ſo It is alfo 
the Lawof Nature , the Law written upon the 


Hearts and Conſciences of all Men, and written 


upon the Tables of the Heart before the Law was 
written upon Tables of Stone in Mount S:nar. 

And this Law of Love is more cleared , more 
Improved, the obligation to it more inforced and 
ſtrengthened by many peculiar conſiderations 
which the Goſpel affords, in which reſpects it is a 
New Commandment, though a'Commandment too 
from the beginning ; writ fairer, and in more le- 
gible and laſting Characters then before, upon the 
Hearts of all true Chriſtians, 
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ECONDLEY, It is to be aLove extended 
and enlarged to all ,, according to the other 
ſenſe and obvious notion of the Word :#- 
Jens: And ſo to loye islzy5; is to loye 

Univerſally. 

To this purpoſe the ſame Apoſtle S. Perer jri 
his 2*Ep. Ch. 1.7. in that rich Chain of Chri- 
ſtian Graces, Unto brotherly kindneſs, or Love 
(faith he) add Charity. In the former Epiſtle he 
doth thrice commend Brotherly love, Ch. 1. 22. 
Ch. 2. 17. Ch. 3.8. But Chriſtians muſt not 
only be g:a4fa00; but to the love of the Brother- 


hood mult be ſuperadded Charity, an Univerſal 


Zove, a Love more enlarged, even to all men. 
This Chain of Graces mention?d in ver. 5, 6, 7. 
(whereof the firſt is Faith, and the laſt Charity or 
ove) 1s not compleat withour ſuch a Love. A 
hriſtianis not cloathed and adorned compleatly, 
has not:.on all that he ſhould haye,except he be 
3 '$: \ cleathed 
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A Diſcourſe of —Chap. II. 


cloathed with humility (as S. Peter ſpeaks, Ch. 5.) 
or (as S. Paul in Col. 3.) except he put on hum- 
bleneſs of mind, kindneſs, meckneſs, long-ſuffering, 
and 6 n#o1 Thru F dyamyy , above (or over) all 
theſe put on Charity, or Love, which ts the bond of 


perfettneſs. 


AND this Chain of Graces mention®d by S. 
Peter is a greater Ornament to the inward Man, 
anc! i» more valuable in the fight of God, then the 
richeſt Chain or Necklace of Pearls; as the ſame 
Apoſtle in 1 Ep. Ch. 3. 4. ſpeaks of the Ornament 
of a metk_and quiet ſpirit, that it 1s of great price, 
highly valuable, and of as great account in the 
ſight of God, as the bravery of Jewels, rich and 


gay attire, and curious dreſlings, are in the eyes 


of any in the World. 

And accordingly this inwardOrnament and Ex- 
ccllency of Xo/es his Soul, made him to be d5a&- 
Ty $:9, fair toGad, as the phraſe is uſed other- 
wiſe, in As 7. 

Moſes is ſaid to be the meekeſt man upon earth, 
Num. 12.3. and conſequently moſt removed from 
bitterneſs, anger, hatred, malice; all which are 
contrary to Meekneſs and Charity, two Graces 
near a-kin, and inſeparable Companions. And 
God being highly pleaſed with him, conferr?d the 
greateſt Honours and Favours upon him, and dig- 
nified him above any under the Old Teſtament : 
He made choice of him for the greateſt and high- 
eſt truſts. He was a Prophet and a Prince, the 


ficſt Ruler of his People in 1/rael for forty years, 


a King in Feſhurun, Deut.33. and 4 God to Aaron 
(Exod. 4. 17. and ch.7.1.) He was a kind of Me- 
diator between God and the People; an illuſtri- 


ous Type of Chriſt, the Great Mediator, and the 
Great 


' 
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Chap. II. Chriftian Love, 


Great Prophet, of whom 2s/es ſpeaks, Dent.18. 
A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, 
like unto me, God ſpake to him Face to Face, 
Mouth to Mouth, as one Friend to another ;, took 
him into a more inward converſe with hira upon 
the Mount ; where he was enabled to fall forty 
days; which abſtinence was ſo far from im- 


pairing the amiable air of his Countenance, that. 


his Face ſhined with a glory and luſtre too bright 
for the People's Eyes to look upon, till he put a 
Veil over his Face; as he afterwards appeared in 
Glory on Mount Tabor, he and Elias, who had 
the Favour and Honour (of all under the Old Te- 
ſtament) to be and ſpeak with Chriſt on the 
Mount. ; 

- Such Honour from God had Moſes, who was 
eminent for Meekneſs, that inward Ornament 
of his Soul; ſo precious in the ſight of God, 
though mean in the World's account - As alſo 
eminent for his Charity, his moſt Fervent and He- 
roick Charity, that he had for all the People of 
Iſrael, offering himſelf to dy for them, to be blot- 
ted out of the Book of Life, Exod. 32. 

God values a Chriſtian by the inward Graces of 
the Sou], by what the Sou] wears and is adorned 
with ; by Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Charity, 
Enlarged Love, and all other Vertues which are 
the juſt accompliſhment ofa Chriſtian. God ya- 
Ives not a Man by what is outward in him ; not by 


| what he wears; not by the Titles by which he is 


called ; not by his Relations, his Honours or 
Riches; not by the Train and Retinue he hath: 
Theſe and the like add no inward real Worth, no 
truePerfeftion to a Man. 
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A Dijcorrſe of Chap.1I. 


BU T now to return. Beſides this obſervable 


place inS. Peter , which contains an enumeration 
of thoſe Chriſtian Graces which adorn and com- 
pleat a Chriſtian, the laſt of which is Love or 
Charity, added to Brotherly Love , a Love exten- 
ded to all; It may not be amiſs for the further 
clearing and enforcing of this Duty, to recount 
ſome other paſſages of Scripture, whereby it may 
appear, that a Chriſtian is obliged to this Enlar- 
ged and Univerſal Love. 


S. Paul preſſeth the ſame Duty, whom S. Peter 


calls his beloved Brother.To name ſome few places. 
1 Theſl. 2. 12. The Lord make you to increaſe and 


abound in love one towards another, and towards all 


men : not only in Brotherly love (of which he tells | 


them in this Epiſtle he needs not write to them) 
but in a love extended to all men. 

To which purpoſe is that other paſſage in this 
Epiſtle, Ch. 5. Ver. 14. Be patient towards all men : 
And Ver. 15. See that none render evil for evil unto 
any man : but ever follow that which is good, both 
among your ſelves, and to all men, 

The like in Titus 3. 2, Put them 17 mind to be 
gentle, ſhewing all meckneſs unto all men, And this 
in oppoſition to that in* ver. 3. to living in malice 
and envy, hateful and hating one another : and ſuch 
we our ſelves alſo were ſometimes (faith the Apo- 
ſtle.) namely before we were converted to Chriſt, 
hefore the power of the Geſpel had changed vs 
into a better temper c! Spirit. 


BUT what if 1 ©-:e and curſe us, and per- 
ſecure vs and deſpitcſu!iy uſe vs, muſt our Love 
be Enlarged to ſuch En<mies ? Yes, unto theſe, 
and ſurely then unto all men; for none ſeem leſs 
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Chap. II. Chriſtian Love. 


to deſerve Love then ſuch, And therefore I will 
only add one place of Scripture more, that in 
Aatth, 5. where Chriſtians (all that name the 
Name of Chriſt) are ſtrictly enjoin'd, Ver. 44. 
Firſt, T's love their Enemies : Here's the afte&i- 
on of Loye in the Heart, d:/:gire corde;, in oppo- 


| fition to inward grudging, ſpight, rancour and 


malice. 

Secondly, To bleſs them that Curſe them : Heres 
dilzgite ore, here's Love in Word and Language ; 
izeppolition to the returning of railing for rail- 
ing. Tobleſs them is to ſpeak, either well or 
friendly to them, without bitter, or reviling, or 
defaming words; or to ſpeak well of them, ſo 
far forth as there is any thing commendable or 
praiſe-worthy in them, or done by them. 

Thirdly, And not only to bleſs, but to do good 
to them: Here?s diligite opere, Love in deed and 
real acts. Some are mention'd in Rom. 12. 20. If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him ;, if he thirſt. give 
him drink; which are put or all other aCts of Be- 
neficence. | 

Fourthly, To pray for them. Which ſort of ſpi- 
ritual Beneficence the pooreſt Chriſtian may 
{hew to his Enemies, who may have left him lit- 
tle or nothing, and ſo diſabled him icom doing 
good in an outward way; and if he had where- 
withalto do it, yet the Enemies might proudly 
ſcorn to receive it: But true Chriſtians whether 
poor or not poor, may pray for their Enemies in 
fecret, and in this way deſire aud endeavour to 
do them good againſt their wills, and they. can- 


-not avoid this kind of Beneficence. 
* Thus our Lord who practis'd what he preach*d, 


prayed for his molt violent and virulent Enemies, 
rihen he was upoa the Croſs; and they are the firſt 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap. 11. 


words which he ſpake when he was lifted up on 
the Croſs, in the midſt of all the pain and ſhame 
they put him to, (as S. Znke records it, Chap. 
23 34.) Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. And that diverſe were the better 
for this Prayer of Chriſt, ( which was an act of 
real Beneficence to them ) may appear by what 
is ſaid, verſe 48, That the people beholding the 
things which were done, ſmote their breaſts and re- 
turned: Which was the beginning of that re- 
morſe which did more deeply affe&t them at S. 
Peters Sermon, where three thouſand did not only 
ſmite their breaſts, but were ſmitten to the heart, 
pricked aud wounded in their hearts unto repentance, 
Acts 2. 

Thus alſo S. Stephen, the firſt Martyr that ſuf- 
fered for Chriſt, and who had much of the Spirit 
of Chrilt in him, the Spirit of Benignity and 
Charity ,, pray*d for his Enemies at his death, 
when they expreſt the moſt violent and barbarous 
rudeneſs and cruelty, Lord, lay not this ſin to their 
charge. And that ſome alſo were better for his 
Prayer, there is no cauſe to doubt. That it was 
for S. Paul , then Saul who had an hand in his 
death, appeared by his Converſion ſoon after. 
Hence that Saying, Sz Stephan non oraſſet, Eccle- 
fra Paulum non habuiſſet. And to gain ſuch a one 
as he was tothe Church, was to the gain of many. 
His famous Converſion is related in As g. where 
it 1s alſo recorded, That the Churches then bad reſt 
throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaris, and 
Tere edified and multiplied, 


THUS I have particularly explain'd the ſe- 
veral Expreſſions in Aatth. 5. where is enjoin*d 
by our Saviour Chriſt, a Loye extended and en- 
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Chap. II. Chriſtian Love. 
larged to all, even to Enemies, ſuch as ſeem leaſt 
to deſerve It. 

But then I muſt not omit the Reaſon of this 
Command fo grievous to fleſh and blood : It is 
ſaid, in verſe 45. That ye may be the children of your 
father which 1s in Heaven, for he maktth hu Sun to 
riſe on the evil and the good, and ſendeth Rain on the 
guſt and on the unjuſt : 5, e, That ye may approve 
your ſelves, both to others, and in your own Con- 
ſciences, that ye are the Children of God, born of 
him, having the ſame benign Nature, and this 
God-like affection in you. Take it briefly thus. 

Firſt, God hath his Enemies, thoſe that hate 
him; andhe is wrong?d and injur?d by them,more 
than you are or can be by yours. 

Secondly, God hath done nothing at any time 
to provoke or hurt them ; but you may have done 
it more or leſs at ſotnetimes to your Enemies. 
God may juſtly ſay, as he doth in ficah 6, 3. O my 
people, what have I done unto thee ? and wherein 
have I wearied thee ? teſtifie againſt me. | 

Thirdly, God hath always done them good; 7c 
is of his mercies that they are not conſumed : His 
mercies are new every morning : And therefore he 
had greater reaſon to be otherwiſe dealt with, ha- 
ving deſeryed infinitely better of them, then you 
can of your Enemies. 

Fourthly, God is their Lord and Maker ; the 
1nfinitely perfect Being; they are but vanity, and 
as nothing before him. 

Fifthly, And yet God is neglected, hated, worſe 
dealt with, and more unworthily uſed ; worſe and 
more frequently and for a longer time wronged, 
then you are by yours. 

S:xthly, But though he is thus dealt with, and 
though he is ſenſible of all the Wrongs dore to 
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him, yet he is patient and long-ſuffering; and 
this not per force and of neceſſity, becauſe he can- 
not help himſelf, ( which may be your caſe; ) but 
when it is in his power to revenge himſelf every 
moment, and to break his Enemies In pieces, as 
ealily as a Potter may daſh in pleces his Veſlel; 
yet he is ſtrong and patient, and He #s, ( as It 1s 
Luke 6.35.) kind to the unthankful, and to the evil ; 
kind to thole that do not worthily reſent his kind- 
ncſles, but returnevil for good, which is the great- 
e{t proyocation that may be among men. 
And God hath ſhewed theſe riches of his good- 
neſs, forbearance, and long-ſufferings, upon a 
merciful deſign; that by heaping theſe coals of 
fire on their heads, he may melt them, that this 
his Goodneſs might lead them to Repentance ; 
and that by Repentance they might be qualified 
for thereceiving of richer Bleſlings, and choicer 
Favours, Spiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in 
Chriſt ;, that a better Sun, the Sun of righteouſneſs 
might riſe and ſhine upon them; that ſhowers of 
bleſſing (Ezek, 34. 26.) the ſweeteſt Influences of 
Heaven, might deſcend upon them. | 
This is God's nature and diſpoſition : And if 
ye are born from above, the Children of God, 
then ye muſt be God-like, partakers of the Di- 
vine Nature, 1mitaters of God as dear Children, li- 
ying Pictures of your heavenly Father in ſuch an 
enlarged Charity and Goodneſs: . 
Chriſtians are obliged to a Love as large and 
unconiined as God's Love, who.is good to all, and 
(1s tender mercies are over all his works, (Pal. 145.) 
The earth is full of the goodneſs and mercy of the 
Lord, (Pſal. 33. and Pfal. i 19.) The beams of our 
love of Benevolence are to ſhine upon all, as 


. God*s Sun ſhines upon all. (Sol non oritur uni aut 


alteri, 
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alteri, ſed omnibus in commune, ſaith Pliny in his 
' Panegyrick.) The love of our Beneficence (as his 
Rain) muſt ſhower down upon the juſt and un- 


Hr. 
: Fad the Spirit that is otherwiſe affected, (that 
is not thus enlarged into Deſrres and Endeavours 
of doing good to al!) is not the true Chriſtian Spi- 
rit of Love, but is either (1ſt.) a kind of Few:ſh 
Spirit, or (21;,) the Spirit of rhe World : But the 
true Chriſtin Spirit differs from both theſe. Not 
the contracted and ſelf-pleaſing Spirit of the Pha- 
riſees, or of the Publicans and Sinners of the 
World ; but the mote kindly and nobly-enlarged 
Spirit of Love, ( as it isgn Godand Chriſt ) muſt 
be our Fatticrn, that ſo we may be the Children 
of God. | 
And here it may be. of great uſe to deſcribe 
theſe two ſorts of Spirit, from which the right 
Chriſtian Spirit muſt be at the greateſt diſtance, 
more enlarged than either of theſe two. 


I. THE Fewiſh Spirit was a low, contrafted, 


limted Spirit, confin®d only to ſome few in reſpect of 
Mankind, to their fellow-Fews, thoſe only of their own 
Nation, or of their way, v1z, the Proſelytes who 
came over to their Religion, as the Greek, word 
Tlegonavle imports. | | 

A thing ſo obvious, that Fuvenal the Satyrijr, 
(who lived not long after Chriſt) took notice 
of this temper. of their Spirit in his days, fo de- 
yoid of C:vility and Charity. - = 


Non monſtrare vias eademniſs ſacra colenti, 
Queſitum ad fontem ſolos deducere verpos. 
©. | | in Sat. 14, 


To 
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that was not of their Religion ; was but an eafic 
and ordinary Courteſie, a cheap Civility, that 
which any, the leaſt ſenſe of common Humanity, 
ſhould have made them willing to. 
fore to deny this to any, except he were a Few, 


whatſoeyer his Diſtreſs was for want of a little 


Drink, a draught of cold Water ; and though he 
knew not which way to turn in a ſtrange Country, 
how preſling ſoever his Occaſions might be ; was 
a barbarous and monſtrous piece of Inhumanity. 
And even ſuch it was judged to be by the very 
Heathens : And therefore as Tully relates, ( in Of- 
fic. ib. 3.) The Athenians were wont in their De- 
votions to curſe aloud thoſe ( amongſt the reſt ) 
that would not morſtrare viam. And yet the Fews 
mere obſerved to deny to do this ſo eaſie, and yet 
neceſſary, a kindneſs to any, but thoſe of theit 
own Nation or Way. 

Nor did their Inhumanity ſtay here ; but to 


give you a further taſte of their bitter Spirit, and. 


out of their own Authors, ( which by the way 
will make what was ſaid by Zavenal, though an 
Heathen, to be their praCtice, more credible : ) 
Maimonides ( one of the moſt Eminent of the 


Fewiſh Writers) in Halach Rotſach, affirms it to _ 


be their Duty, not to endeayour the ſaving of 
any Gentile from the moſt imminent danger of 
Death ; inſtancing in this, 1n9pO 19% Dy 


BRIXU (0 IR ARM; viz. If aGentile had fallen 


into the Sea, and was in manifeſt danger of drown- 
ing, they were not to lend him an helping hand 
to fave him from drowning : And he adds, that 
In Levit. 19. 16. Thou ſhalt not ſtand againſt the 
blood of thy Neighhour ;, (5. e. Thou ſhalt not ſtand 
by 


Chap. IT. 


To ſhew the way to a Stranger that was at a loſs ; 
to ſhewa Spring of Water to a thirſty Traveller, 


And there- 
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by and ſee thy Neighbour periſh, and with-hold 


- thy help from him,) This, ſay they, is to be 


done in behalf of a fellow-Few ; but as for a Gen- 
tile, TRA MIR, He 3s not thy Neighbour, and 0 
by this Law thou art not obliged to ſave him, 
though in a caſe of moſt imminent danger. Which 


verifies that which Tacitus (Hiſt, 5.) obſerves of 


the Fews, Apud ipſos miſericordia in promptn, They 
were ready enough to ſhew mercy and kindneſs to 
thoſe of their own Nation and Religion ; but 
Adverſus omnes alios hoſtile odium,, They had a 
deadly hatred againſt and abhorrence of all o- 
thers: Which the Apoſtle S. Paul doth alſo ob- 
ſerveof them, 1 Theſ. 2. 15. That they were 74oy 
dr JeaTus bvarlio, contrary to all men. And what he 
immediately adds, [| Forbidding ms to ſpeak unto the 
Gentiles, hindering us from preaching Chriſt to 
them, that they might be ſaved, in turning from 
their Idolatries and other ſins} is the worſt of 
their cruelty, the very Gall of their bitterneſs. 
So loth were they that the Gent:les ſhould have 
any benefit by eſias, whom they would en- 
groſs to their own Nation ,, that when $S. Paul in 
his Apology came to thoſe words, T hat God bade 
him ro depart from Feruſalem, (where he was then 
praying in the Temple, Adts 22.8.) For I will ſend 


thee unto the Gentiles ;, *tis ſaid verſe 22. That they 


gave him audience to this word : But then, as be- 
ing full of impatience and rancour, ?tis ſaid, They 
lift up their voices, and ſaid, Away with ſuch a fet- 
low from the earth, for it is not fit that he ſhould live; 
and they caſt off their clothes, and threw duſt into the 


air; which were expreſſions of their fury. And 
. 1o when our Saviour Chriſt had mentioned to the 


Jews at Nazareth (in Lake 4.) God's particular 
fayours and -kindnelles to two Gentiles; one to the 
Sidonan 


*J 
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Sidonian Widow of Sarepta, whoſe Barrel of Meal | 


did not waſte, nor her Cruſe of Oil fail, all the 
time that the Famine laſted, ( whereas no ſuch 
thing was done for any of the Widows in 1/rael,) 
and whoſe Son alſo El:as raiſed from the dead; 
the other Favour done to Naamar a Syrian, whole 
Leproſy Eliſha healed (whereas no ſuch thing was 
then done for any of the Lepers then in 1/rael) 


both which Stories are recorded in the firſt and 


ſecond Book of Kings ; *tis ſaid (Ver. 28, That 
all in the Synagogue when they heard theſe things, 
were filPd with wrath, and roſe up, and thruſt him 
out of the City, and led him'to the brow of the hill, 
that they might caſt him down headlong , they that 
before (in Ver. 22.) are ſaid to have wondered at 
the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth 


{the words ſeem?d words of Grace to them, while 


he preacht on thoſe Privileges in T/atah 61. 1.) 
but now are out of patience, and furiouſly deſign 
his ruine, when he ſpeaks of any atts of Grace 
and Fayour which God ſhewed to the Gerrzles. 


B Y this (little of the much which I might ob- 
ſerve) may appear, how diſtant the Few:ſþ Spirit 
was from that better Spirit and temper which 
Chriſt came to plant in the World ; - how ſtrait 
and contracted their Love was, determin'd only 


to thoſe of their Nation and Way ; and how their 


Spirit (about our Saviour's time) was more rigid 
and ſtrait then God eyer commanded or al- 
lowed. | 

— Forthough God forbad them of old to haye any 
intimate familiarity with the Nations that were 
near them, which were then Idolatrous and abo- 
minably Wicked, leſt they ſhould be drawn to do 


after their Works, and depart from the true God 


and 
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and his Service: Yet God did no where forbid. 
them to expreſs that Humanity, thoſe Civilities 
due to any Stranger by the Law of Nature, which 
is God's own Law writ in the heart of eyery Man, 
Few or Gentile. Much leſs did God command 
them to be Inhumane and Barbarous to all that 
were not their Countrymen, to all other Nations 
in the World, and when the caſe of any diſtreſſed 
Gentile did need their merciful relief, 

Nor did they learn this narrowneſs, this harſh- 
neſs and Cruelty of Spirit, from either Abraham 
tbeir father, Fo. 8. or from Moſes, whoſe Diſci- 
ples they gloried to be, Fo. g. 


1, For as for Abraham, the Story of his Life in 
Geneſis ſhews him to have been a perſon of another 
Spirit, a better, a larger, and more benign Spi- 
rit, To ſelect only two paſlages in his Story ; 
as that in Gen. 18. from Fer, 1. to the g®. 

The Text faith , Ir was in the heat of the day 
that he was fitting at tne door of hu Tent , as if he 
waited and long'd for an opportunity to ſhew 
kindneſs to Travellers, at a time when their tra- 
velling might make them more faiat, and there- 
fore more to need refreſhment. He efpies three 
Strangers (whom he knew nat then to be Angels) 
He runs to meet them; bows himſe'f to the ground, 
according to the Civil Cuſtom of thoſe Countries : 
And addrelling himſelf to one of the three, that 
was of the moſt genteel preſence, and probably 
ſtood foremoſt, the other two Angels ſtanding be- 
hind (and this was Chriit, whom in his Journey 
towards Sodom he calls Fehovah, and the Fudge of 


" the whole earth, and before whom he intercedes 


for Sodom, they two being left alone, the other 
two Angels being gone towards Sodom, Ver. 22.) 
Abraham 


28 


A Diſcourſe of Chap. IT, 


Abraham entreats him to do him the favour 
to accept of a ſhort Dinner (7f I have found 
favour in thy ſight, &C. Ver. 3.) He makes haſt 


co pet it provided for them. And though' he 


calls it but 2n7 Na a morſel of bread, Ver. 5. (or 


a bit of mear; Bread being put for all food) a. 


ſmall Treat: Yet it was of the beſt things he had; 
Butter and milk, and a Calf that was tender and 
good, Ver.7.. (which he himſelf ran to fetch from 
the Herd) and bread or cakes of fine meal, Ver. 6. 
and ofthis there were uſed three Meaſures,or Seahs, 


which made up our Buſhel: And all this for the 


Dinner of three Gueſts; which as it was of the 


beſt he had for Quality,ſo the Quantity of his Pro- 


viſion ſhew?d his Liberality, as his (no mean Per- 


ſon.) waiting upon them at Table, did his Humi- | 


lity, Yer. 8. which did further verify the reality 
of his Hearty Complement , when twice in the 
Story he calls himſelf their Servant. This is a 
ſhort Deſcant upon ſome parts of this Story ; the 
whole (if well conſidered) is full of moſt Hearty 
Kindneſs, a generous and chearful ſingleneſs of 
Heart, being the Character of thoſe Ancient days, 
the Primitive Ages. 

The other paſlage in Ger. 23. (which I ſhall 
but mention) relating his Carriage to the Hzerzres, 


or Sons of Heth (when he would purchaſe of them . 
a place for the Burial of his Dead) is full of Re-+ 


ſpeCt and Civility to them who were uncircumci- 
ſed Heathens : As they had ſhew?d themſelves ci- 
vil to him, ſo he was not ſhort of them in return- 
ing Civilities; and accordingly he teſtified his 
Reſpect and Thankfulneſs to them, by Bowing 
himſelf before them, and that twice, as is expreſt 
In Ger. 23, And this Behaviour of Abrahams ( be- 
ſides the former inſtance) argued a better and lar- 


ger 
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ger Spirit, a better deportment towards Srran- 
gers, and even to Heathens; a temper of mind far 
different from the temper of the Fews in Afﬀter- 
Ages : Though they calPd bim Father, and glo- 
ried that they were his Ch:ldrer, yet they did not 
the works of Abraham. 


2, As for Moſes, their Lawgiver; they learnt 
nat their ſkraitneſs and ſowrneſs of Spirit from 
him. For as he was a Man of the Meekeſt, the 
{ſweeteſt Spirit upon Earth : So his Law did com- 
mand kindneſs to be ſhewed to Strangers, that 


- * they ſhould notvex and oppreſs them, becauſe they 


were alſo Strangers in Egypt, Exod. 22. 21. but 
on the contrary ſhould love them, as God loverh 
the Stranger in giving him food and rayment, Deut. 
10.19, Yeats ſaid in Levit. 19. 34. The Stran- 
ger that dwelleth with you, thau ſhalt love as thy ſelf ;, 
as in Ver. 18. and elſewhere, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. Exod, 23. 9g. Thou ſhalt not 
oppreſs a Stranger, for ye know the heart of a ſtran- 
ger, ſeeing ye were ſtrangers in the land of EgyPt. 


The words are very moving and pathetical. Ye 


know how a Strangers heart is attected ina ſtrange 
land ; what the troubles, and {orrows of his Soul 
are; what it is to be vexed and oppreſſed; by 
your being in Egypt, where your lives were made 
' bitter by reaſon of your hard ſervice and bondage: 
And therefore having had but lately {uch a ſmart 
and ſenſible knowledge of being hardlyand cruelly 
uſed, there is all the reaſon that ye ſhould noe 
vex and oppreſs Strangers; but rather love them. 
And as you, when Strangers in that land, would 
not that the Egyptzans ſhould have vext and op- 
preſt you : So neither ſhould you do the like evil 


to thoſe thatare Srrangers in your land, It —_— 
e 
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be the greater evil in you to do thus, becauſe ye, 
by ſuffering evil inthis kind, are from experience 
and feeling, more convinced of the groſsneſs of 


this evil. | 


BU T ſee how the Fews in our Saviour?s time, ! 


(yea before and after his time) did evacuate | 
theſe Laws of Moſes, ſo full of Charity, and by 
what Arts they would excuſe themſelves from a 
Loveenlarged and extended to all. 


1. By the 11 or Stranger, they would have to be 
underſtood only the Srrauger TU that was 
become a Proſelyte to their Religion, that was Clr- 
cumciſed,and took upon him theObſeryance of all 
the Laws and Ordinances of Moſes : And this ſort | 
of Strangers or Proſelytes, were call'd 'Proſelytes 
Within the Covenant TV1A \MN and were as duſoy- 
Joyss, as the Native Fews. But as for the IWWN MN 
the Proſelytes that ſojourn'd with them, ( called in 
Scripture, the Stranger within thy Gates) that 
came to dwell amonglt them, and was not Cir- 
cumciſed, nor took upon him the Obſervance of . 
all the Ordinances of 2oſes's Law, bur only the 
Obſervation of the Seven Precepts of the Sons of 
Noah (the two firſt whereof were to renounce 
Idolatry, and to worſhip the ozly true God) : And . 
eſpecially the Stranger that dwelt not within 
their Gates, but belong?d to other Countries : 
Fhey exclude both theſe Srrargers from having. 
any intereſt in that © harity which thoſe Laws re- 
quired ; and not only this latter, but the other | 
Stranger-'roſelyte, were by them accounted &a- 
aopvno, as Gentiles, | 

But though it be granted that the Stranger that 
was CIrcumcited and a perfect Proſelyte, was to | 

—_ 
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be regarded by them more eſpecially ; ( as ſap- 
poſe Two were in equal danger or diſtreſs; the 
one a Proſelyte of Fuſtice, or within the Covenant ; 
the other-an uncircumciſed Proſelyte, or Proſelyte 
of the Gate) yet this was not to exclude the Pro- 
ſelyte of the Gate, or any other Srranger, that 
needed their Relief and Charity : For theſe were 
of the ſame common ſtock and root of Mankind, 
partaking of the ſame Humane Narure; and ſuch 
to whom they were bound by the Law of Nature 
to ſhew Kindneſs and Mercy, as well as to do 
Juſtice and Equity, as they themſelves would ex- 
pect and deſire that the 4xaiouaur, the Strangers 
of the Gate, or other Gentle-ſtrangers, ſhonid do 
to them in the like Circumſtances. 

To think and praftiſe otherwiſe, was highly 
to diſhonour the God of Nature; as if he were 
not the God of Love and Peace, but of ſowre Se- 
verity and barbarous Cruelty to all but to one 


Nation of the World, the Nation of the Fews ; 


or as if God ( who is infinite Love, and Goodneſs, 
and Reftitude, and no Reſpetter of perſons, the Fa- 


ther of all Mankind) were ſo fond of the Fews, that. 


they only were to receive kindneſles of others, 
but to return none; but on the contrary to .re- 
turn ev: for good, to any but their own Country- 
men, 


2, Another way whereby the Fews did excuſe 
themſelves from a larger and more extenſive Love, 
was by ſtraitning the Notion, ( as of 1} 3 Srran- 
ger, (0) of y7 a Neighbour, whom the Law did 
command them ro love, and by reſtraining it to a 


fellow-Few ;, which was more then they needed, or 

. ought to have done. For ( not to repeat what [ 

 ebſeryed of a larger acception of this Word 
J) 


FNezghbour] 
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[Neighbour] in Scripture) although it be granted 
that a fellow-Few, one born or made a Jew, was 
in the firſt place meant by Nezghbour in thoſe pla- 
ces of the Law : Yet the Word is not appropriate 
to ſuch, but the Notion of Neighbour is to be en- 
larged, to ſignifie any other, though a Proſelyte 
of the Gate, or a Gentile-Stranger ; eſpecially if 
he either needed , or had ſhewed Charity and 
Kindneſs. Yea, ſuppoſe ſuch a Stranger or Gentile, 
did ſhew Kindneſs and Charity to a Few in Di- 
ſtreſs, when yet thoſe of his own Country and 
Religion did not : Such a one was more that 


Few?®s Ne:zhbour, then any of thoſe his Country- 


men ; -and he was more bound to love that Strar- 
ger (thus diſcharging the Office of a Nezghbour) 


as himſelf. 
And in this ſenſe our Saviour Chriſt determined 


it, in the caſe of that Few, that lay wounded and 
half-dead, in the way from Feruſalem to Fericho ; 


ſhewing (in LZuke 10.) that. the Samaritan who 


had mercy on him, and took care of him in that 
ſad condition, was his Verghbour ; and more truly 
and really his Nezghbour, then the Prieſt and Le- 
vite, that only look?d on him, and then paſſed by on 
the other ſide, not miniſtring any charitable Re- 
liefto him in ſuch a ſad caſe; though the Prieſt 
and Levite were hisCountry-men, of his own Re- 
ligion, and the Samaritan a. Stranger from the 
Commonwealth of 1ſrael, yea, and much ſcorned 
and hated by the Fews. 


_ BUT if Moſers Laws did not ſo expreſly and 
literally oblige them to Kindneſs and Charity to 


. Strangers, Where did they oblige them to an 


eternal Hatred of all Nations but their own ? 


What pretence had they for hating of all other 


Men 
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Men as Enemies ? that it ſeem?d to go for a Pre- 
cept with them, and ſo our Saviour quoted it as 
their ſenſe, Matth. 5. 4.3. Ye have heard that it hath 
been ſaid, Thou (halt love thy Neighbour, and hate 
thine Enemy. Where, by the way, our Saviour doth 
not ſay, Tots apyaious, to them of old time (E C. your 
Anceſtors the Fews) as in Yerſ. 21, 27, 33. where 
Three of the Ten Commandments are mention?d, 
which were God*s expreſs Precepts to them. 
This of hating Enemies was no where ſaid to them 
in the Law, but was their own ſenſe, which they 
inferr?d from this, becauſe God commanded them 
toexerciſe Severity to Sever Nations, (mention?d 
in Deut. 7. 1, 2.) Not to make aleague with them, or 
ſhew them mercy. 

But the weakneſs of this Inference may thus 
appear. 

I. They were not commanded to be fo ſevere 
to thoſe of any other Nation in the World be- 
ſides: Nay, in Dewr. 23. 7. they are Commanded 
not to abhor an Edomite, nor an Egyptian; though 
the Edomites were Enemies to them, and had 


ſhew'd themſelves ſuch in an high degree, Namb. 


20. 18. and though the Egyptians were Idolatrous, 
and therein different from them. 

' 2. This Severity allow?d againſt the ſeven Na- 
tions, was nor unlimited ; ſo as they might be as 
ſevere to them as they would, and to be ſo for 
ever. For it*s more probable (from Foſh. 11.19.) 
that they were to proclaim peace to them, as well 
as to other Cities and Nations (according to that 
In Deut. 20.) which,by the way,ſhews, that Moſes 
did not oblige them to an hoſtile hatred of all but 
themſelves; for to offer Peace is an expreſſion of 
Good-will: And if they accepted of Peace, then 
they were to become Tr:bataries unto them, And 
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thus Solomon did not deſtroy the remainders of 
thoſe ſeven Nations in his Age, but levied a Tri- 
bute of Bond-ſervicenpon them (1K:gs 9g.) And 
becauſe none of the ſever Nations, but the Gibeo- 
nites (that were part of the H:wzres, one of thoſe 
ſeven Nations) made Peace with 1ſrael (which 
implies Peace was offer”"d them) but harden*d 
their hearts, and ſtood it out, and would not ſub- 


mit to //rael, to their terms of Peace (one where- 
of was the relinquiſhing of their Idolatry, and 
owning the only true God) therefore were they 


deltroy'd. | | 

3. This Severity was allowed and appointed 
them, upon particular reaſons, and at that time, 
and for that Age: For theſe ſever Nations were 
thoſe that poſleſs'd the Land of Cazaan,which by 
their abominab!e wicked practices had ſo provoked 
God, that he having ſhewn much patience to 
them, and yet they coutinuing and encreaſfing in 
their wickedneſs; when the iniquity of the Ammonites 
'' other Nations was full (as it is Gen, 15.) when 
the meaſure of their ſins was filled up, he made uſe 
of the 1/raelites to execute his Sentence of wrath 
agaiuſt rnem, to deſtroy them, and poſſeſs that 
Land, And the 1/raelites were to be more ſevere 
againſt them, leaſt, if they were ſpared, they 
might ſeduce them to Idolatry ( a ſin to which 


Iſrael was prone) and to do after their abominations, 


asS it is in Dext. 20. 18. and ch. 7. 4. 

But this was no juſt ground for the Fews to ex- 
preſs their Hatred and Seyerities to all other Na- 
tions, and in all Ages ; and that upon the account 


of their differing from them in Religion, or their 


not being of their Way. 
And here, obſcrve the ſtrange temper of the 


Jewiſh Spirit, Where God commands them 0 love 
their © 
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their Neighbour, to love and not to vex the ſtranger, 
they ſtraiten the Commandment of love to fewer 
then are meant, or the Law of nature requires : 
But where God commands them to exerciſe ho- 
ſtility againſt, and zot ro ſpare ſeven Nations, they 
extend this to more then are meant : And under 
the pretence of their being obliged, to abhor, and 
to oppoſe ſevenNations expreſsd in Scripture,and 
for a particular reaſon, they think themſelves al- 
lowed to hate nine times /even Nations, 63 of the 
LXX Nations into which they ſuppoſed the 
World to be divided, from that in Der. 32. 5. 


AND by this time you have a full Diſcovery 
of the Fewiſh Spirit ; a labour of ſome pains,which 
I might have willingly ſpared, and not inſiſted ſo 
long upon this Argument ; but that I thought it 
might be of good uſe (beſides the explaining of 
ſeyeral Scriptures by the way) to lay before you 
the Narrowneſs and Straitneſs of the Fewiſh Spirit, 
and to engage you, as you would tender the Ho- 
nour of Chriſtianity, to beware of this ſowre /ea- 
wen of the Phariſees; as alſo, that by ſetting be- 
fore you the Unbecomingneſs and Unlovelineſs 
of this temper of Mind , you might be the more 
enamour?®d with, and endeavour after the true 
Chriſttan Spirit of Love, of a Love more enlarged, 
into all Kindneſles and Charities to all, | 


I. THE Spirit of the World is a mean and trait 
Spirit, 4 poor contratted Spirit. 

The temper and faſhion of the men of the 
World, the men of this earth, (as the Pſalmiſt calls 
tzem) is to love thoſe that love them, Matth. 5. 
' 47. Tf ye love them which love you, &c. And there 
| Ls no harm jn this, to rendet good for good, ts 
- 


ſhew - 
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ſhew kindneſs, and pay Love where it is owing 
(and it is owing to {uch as bave been friendly,and 
ihewed kindneſs to us.) But here is to be under- 
ſtood w40y,only,which is expreſs'd in the following 
words. 


If ye love them [Onely] which love you, is that 


which our Saviour reproves and forbids, as being 
an inſtance of rhat ſtrait, and low, and contracted 
Spirit in the men of the World; yea,in the vileſt 
and worſt of them ; above which he would raiſe 
the Spirit of Chriſtians, all his Diſciples: He 
would have their Love enlarged and advanced a- 
bove that pitch which the Men of the ,World 
(earthly men, who only reliſh and mind earthly 
things) attain to, 

Publicans, and Sinners, and Heathens, love at 


this rate; they can love thoſe that love them, 


thoſe that have been kind to them ; but as for 


others, - thoſe whom they account Enemies; thoſe | 


that have provoked and i1lI-treated them ; they 
are ſo far from loving them, from doing any good 
to them, that they meditate revenge, they bear 
ill-will to them, they plot miſchief againſt them, 


they deſire and contrive their hurt ; and if they 
ſucceed herein, they rejoice at the calamity they | 


bring upon them. If others revile them, they 
revile again; if others have injur*d them, they 
are impatient till they be even with them; and 
(as It is ſaid in Prov, 4. 16.) they ſleep not except 
they have done miſchief, and their ſleep is taken away 
rnleſs they cauſe ſome to fall, 


It 1s poſlible indeed ; yea, uſual, for Pablicans 


and Srrmers, to love in word and in tongue ;.to 
pretend fair in looks or words, when as. at the 


fame time,enmity and war is in their hearts, ran- - 


cour and malice boils within them; when zhey 


flatter , 
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flatter with their tongue , their inward part ts very 
wickedneſs (as it is Pf. 5. 9.) But this falſeneſs 
and diſlimulationin pretendingLove andKindnels, 
when nothing leſs is meant, is worſe then open 
Hoſtility and profeſsdEnmity:It is but a cover and 
vizard to a more deeply meditated revenge, and 
a certainly intended miſchief ; as it is alſo an Ar- 
gument of a more courſe and ignoble ſpirit, a 
more ſneaking temper, to diſſemble. 

But our Bleſſed Saviour (in whoſe ſpirit and 
mouth there was no guile) would have his fol- 
lowers to love 7x deed and truth; to love Enemies 
ſo; to love them heartily; to be as hearty and 
real in deſiring and endeavouring their good, as 
the others are in doing evil to them. 

And thus to love not only Friends and Bene- 
factors, thoſe that have loved us, or are our Bre- 
thren ; but to love our Enemies, thoſe that are 
Unthankful, and render evil for good : Aud to 
love theſe, not only in word or appearance, out 
of a deſign to do them a miſchief more ſucceſs- 
fully ; but to love them in truth and reality 3 to 
overcome their evil with good: To love at 
at ſuch a rate as this, with a love enlarged in- 
to true defires and endeavours for the. good of 
others, thoſe that are contrary to us ; this is 
to do more then Pablicans and Sinners do; this 
1s a more Noble, Heroick, and God-like Love ; 
a Love reſembling the Divine Love, far exalted 
above that low, and narrow, and ſelfiſh Spirit of 
the World, and above that vulgar and ordinary 
ſort of Love practis'd by the men of the World. 


TO return therefore to thoſe excellent words 


of our Saviour in 2fatth. 5. 46. * 
If ye love them which love you] 1.e. It ye love 
D 4 them 
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them onely, If ye ſhew kindneſs, and expreſs good 
will to thoſe anely who have obliged you by kind- 
neſſes and favours, | 

. What reward have ye ?] Tiva wiv i yels 5 OT as 
it is in Luke 6, moia vuiv yoes 6%, What thank 
bave ye ? Both come to one; for xa&s is the ſame 
with 495; here, and upon the like occaſion in 
vCLIPture. 

Do not even Publicans the ſame?] Orasitisin | 
Luke, for Sinners do alſo the ſame. Publicans, Men 
of the worſt note and Character ; and therefore 
in Scripture, Publicans and Sinners, Publicans and 
Harlots are joined together, 


Chriſt puts it here by way of Queſtion, What 
reward have ye? What Reward can ye expect 
from God ? He appeals to their ownConſciences; 
they themſelves could not think that the Publicans 
(Men of ſo vilea Character) ſhould haveaReward 
from God : But if ye do but as they do, as they . 
can do; What Reward can ye expect from God ' 
jor ſo doing? The very Pablicans, the worlt of 
Men, do as much as this; they loye thoſe that 
love them : And if a Chriſtian is to excel and 
out-do the Scr:bes and Phariſees, who were deem- 
ed the ſtricteſt Set ; elſe no reward, no entrance 
into God's Kingdom (Yer. 20.) much more then 
is he to out-do the Publicans and Sinners of the 
World. - 


T © the ſame purpoſe, and to engage Chriſt i- 
ansto a Love enlarged above the Spirit of theWorld, 
15 that which follows in Matth. 5.47. Ard if ye 
falute(donatugs) your Brethren onely; (Some Greek 
Coples have giazs, your Friends onely; ) 74 aeeasdy 
Fo046Ts , What do ye morethen others ? Whar cxtra- 

OS ordinary 
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ordinary, what excellent, or eminent thing a- 
bove. others, do ye? Do not eventhe Publicans ſo ? 
(Some Copies read «91x02, Do not even the Heathens 
ſo?) | 

By Brethren are here meant, thoſe of your Kin- 
dred, or Acquaintance, or thoſe of your own 
Country and Religion, Fellow-Jews ; brethren and 
kinſmen according to the fleſh, as S. Paul calls them, 
Rom. 9.3. Or thoſe which have obliged you, 4doze 


good ro you, {0 In Luke 6. 33. 


By Salute (dondtuge, If ye Salute) is meant all 
outward expreſſions of affection, as by Friendly 
embracing one another (which was the cuſtom 
of Loſe Eaſtern Nations in their meeting) or by 
courieov. Compellations and Friendly askings of 
their healch and wellfare (fo the Syriack here) 


" and wiihing well to them. Salute it, in atth. 


IO. 12, ISIN Lake 10. 5- Say, Peace be to this 
houſe: And ſo it is as much as If ye be Friendly 
to —; as our old Tranſlation not unfitly renders 
the tenie ; and in Luke 6. 33, If ye do good to—. 
What do you more then others * Do not even Pub- 
licans ſo? Or as it is in Luke 6. 33. for Sinners 
alſo do even the ſame. And what x45 (to uſe the 
werd in 1-Per. ::. 20.) What Honour, what Glory 
and Praiſe is it to do no more in this kind then 
they ? Publicans and Sinners do all this, they can 
return Civilities and pay kindneſſes to ſuch as have 
been friendly and kind to them, This 1s no ſuch 
difficulr. thing ; to love with ſuch a ſtrait and con- 
fined affection : It is the common practice of Pab- 
licans, and Heathens, and Sinners of the World. 


This is the way of Love wherein they walk. 


BUT there is xa! vr:efoaiv 6Sd5, 4a more ex- 


Cellent way (as the Apoſtle calls it, 1 Cor, 12. wt.) 


And 
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And this more excellent way is the way of an 
higher and more enlarged Charity; an excellent 
Deſcription whereof we have in Ch, 13. 

It becomes a Chriſtian to do more then others 
here, as he expects to have more then others here- 
after; a fullReward.It becomes him to excel others 
in what is commendable and praiſe-worthy, and 
to out-go them in ſomewhat they cannot reach 
to : Otherwiſe he might have done what he does, 
and lived according to this rate, had he never 
heard of Chriſt, nor been acquainted with the 
Goſpel. 

It ſeems the Life of Chriſt, (that faireſt and 
higheſt Pattern and Copy of the beſt Life) it 
ſeems the Precepts of Chriſt, (the beſt Rules of the 
beſt Life) it ſeems the Eternal Reward, promis?d . 
in the Goſpel, which hath more brought to light ' 
Life and Immortality, then all the Philoſophy in 
the World did: It ſeems that theſe, and none of 
theſe, have had ſuch a prevailing influence and 
power over him,as to engage and excite him todo 
more then thoſe others ; to do that which is emi- 
nent above others; and particularly in this duty 
of Enlarged Love. 

For as for the Life of Chriſt : His Life (as his 
Spirit) was a Life of th: moſt Enlarged Benignity 
and Goodneſs. He hath done all-things well, ſay 
they of him, (Mark 7. ult.) who at his diffuſive 
goodneſs were altoniſhed above meaſure, v-een:- 
eas more then above meaſure. Feſus of Naza- | 
reth, who went about doing good, 5; Jinindev emgye- 
7ey, is the ſhort Character S. Perer gives of him 
in his Sermon to Corzelins, Atts 10. 38. | 

And for his Precepts and Rules of Zove; of 
Love to Enemies, to thoſe that hate and perſecute 
us ; - there were never any Precepts or — - | 
= ul 
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full and ſtrictly preſling, as thoſe given by Chriſt, 
the Great Lawgiver, Prophet and Teacher ſent 
from God : As never ſuch a Reward, ſo grear 
Reward, pronyſed, and aſſured, as the Reward of 
Eternal Life in the Goſpel, which hath broxght to 
light Life and Immortality. 


To conclude: It becomes a Chriſtian to be a li- 
ving Teſtimony to this, That Grace doth over- 
match Nature. TheScripture ſpeaks of the Power 
of Godlineſs, of -the mighty Spirit and power of 
Chriſtianity : And is it indeed ſuch a powerful 
thing? Then it muſt ſweeten the ſowre and harſh 
Spirit ; reftify the crooked diſpoſition ; cool the 


hot and paſſionate Spirit ; ennoble the ſervile,and ' 


fix the vain heart; and enlarge the ſtrait and con- 
tracted Spirit to a Spirit of Ezlarged Love';, Love 
to all, to Enemies ;, to more then Friends, and Bre- 
thren, or thoſe that loye us. 


BU T now to prevent all miſtake, and to re- 
move any ſcruple which may ariſe upon what hath 
been ſaid of the Extenſiveneſs and Enlargedneſs 
of that Love, which is to be in Chriſtians : We 
are to conſider, that there is a Threefold Love, 
which we are to deal forth agreeably to the re- 
ſpective Objects thereof. 


' 1, Of Benevolence, or Good-will. 
2, Of Beneficence, or Bounty. 
3. Of Complacence, Good-likins, or Well-plea- 


ſedneſs. 


1. As for the Love of Benevolence, Or Good-will, 
this 1s to be extended to all men; of what rank 
and condition, or of what quality ſoever ; though 
| | © - omey 
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they be never ſo unlike and contrary to us. All 
men whatſoever are the objects of this Love, of 
Love nnder the manifeſtation of hearty Good-will, 
and inward Pty. : 

And of ſuch Love and Compaſſion, and the Fruits 


thereof, S:ners have molt need, becauſe they do 


not truly wiſh well to themſelves, they do not 
pity and love their own Souls ; as on the contrary), 
of a good man it 1s faid, He loveth his own Soul, 
and, Doth pood to his own Soul (as it is expreſs*d in 
Prov. 19. ver. 8. and Ch. 11. 17.) 

The S:nners of this world, that reliſh and pur- 


ſye the forbidden pleaſures of the Fleſh, or the un- | 


juit gains and advantages of the World ; thole 
'that mind either filthy Lucre, or filthineſs of Fleſh 


or Spirzt ;, that walk after their own ungodly Luſts, 


walk in the ways of their own Hearts, and in the ſight 
of their Eyes, committing Iniquity with greedineſs ; 
and thus are buſy to deſtroy themſelves (as if the 
Devil were not active enough, who goes about ſeck- 
ng whom he may devour ;, but they will be aCtive to 


help forward their own Deltruttion. ) Are not | 


theſe to be bewailed, and pitied ? 

Theſe ( if any) ſhould belamented ; and thou 
ſhould*it teſtify thy Good-will and Compaſſion to 
them in mourning over their ſouls; in diſcover- 
ing to them the danger their ſouls are in; in ſea- 


{onably reproving and admoniſhing them; in af- 


fording them thy prayers, thy counſel, and beſt 
help for their good. | 


AND that which doth moſt ſtritly oblige,and 
ſhould powerfully excite us to ſuch a Charity to- 
wards the worſt of men, is the conſideration of 
Chriſt*s Practice, whoſe Example is to be tranſcrib- 
oy uw. 


For 
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For our Saviour Chriſt manifeſted this Love of 
Benevolence and Good-will and Pity towards ſinful 
and unworthy Jeruſalem, which was thendefigning 
to kill him, and therein expreſling its greateſt ha- 
tred and enmity againſt him ; as it had X:1Pd the 
other Prophets,and ſtoned thoſe that were ſent of God, 
( Math. 23.) and ſo the City was become Macellurm 
Prophetarum, and Civitas Sanguinum, the City of 
bloods, as it's thrice called in Ezekzel. 

And (which is another circumſtance moſt re- 
markable ) when he Rode in Triumph to Feraſa- 
lem,ſfuch Hoſanna's and Gratulations,ſuch Reſpects 
and Honours being then performed to him, the 
metk King of Zion,Propheſied of in Zach.g. as were 
never done to David or Solomon, or any the moſt 
magnificent King in iſrael : In the midſt of all 


* theſe triumphs, theſe Hoſanna's and joyous Accla- 


mations, his Heart was melted into ail Charity and 
Compallion to the unworthy and bloody Feruſalem. 
So we read in Luke 19. 41. That wh:n he was come 
near the City, as ſoon as he beheld it, he wept over it. 
(And here it might have been ſaid, as the Fews 


ſaid at his weeping upon the ſight of Lazarus's 


Grave, Behold how he loved it ) ſaying ( ver. 42. ) 
1f thou hadſt known, even thou, at leaſt in this thy day, 
the things that belong unto thy peace, : 

Never did a bleeding heart expreſs its inward 


. compaſſion in more pathetical Language, in words 


more full of Pity and Charity. This form of 
words ſeems abrupt, his Sighs and Tears fupplied 
the room of other words, which ſhould have made 
the Sentence compleat. And indeed. ſuch abrupt 
forms of Speech are moſt Pathetical, they are the 
becoming graces and elegancies of Sorrow : It's 
the proper Idiom of Grief, thus to expreſs it ſelf 


in halt-Sentences, when the vehemency of the t- 
ward 
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ward Afﬀection, or a flow of Tears will not ſuffer | 


the ſpeaker to utter all. | 

He wept over Feruſalem, becaule of its Stupidity, 
and Blindneſs, and Hardneſs of Heart; and be- 
cauſe of the utter Deſtruction and Miſery which 


would therefore follow, about Forty Years after, 
at which time a ſtrange Stupid hardneſs did poſſeſs 


them, as 1nanm one of their Prieſts complained, 
who was weary to live # Shuo cvuggar draidy[ovle, 
as 7oſephus relates. 
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| 


Chriſt had for three Years ſpoken-to the Fews 


by his Word and Miracles; endeavoured to gain 
them to the minding of the things of their Peace : 
And now at this his laſt Viſitation of them, he ſpeaks 
to them by his Tears as well as his Words, to try 


i 
. 


whether theſe would affett them whom it ſo near- | 


ly concerned. If thou hadſt krown (or O that thou 


£ 
by 
by 


had{# known, or knewe(t, as ſome render «i #y10;) at | 


leaſt in this thy day; though hitherto,thou haſt not 


known, but neglected and rejected my Doctrine 


and Miracles, and the things of thy Peace ; yet if 
now, at leaſt in this thy day, the day ſpoken of by 


Zachary, the day of thy Viſitation, and that in a 


way of Mercy and Favour. O that thou would'ſt 
diſcern and believe to the ſecuring of thy own good 
and welfare. 

By this Love af Benevolence, Pity and Good-w1ll, 


which Chriſt teſtifhed in ſo remarkable an Inſtance © 


to Feruſalem, he ſhewed himſelf to be the expreſs | 


Image of his Father. the God of Love, and who is 
Lave it ſelf : And the Example of God, is a fur- 
ther pan: to this ſort of Enlarged Charity 
ta all. 


GOD wiſhes well, and bears a Good-will to the 


Souls of men. He is p:ai4vyo the trueſt Lover of | 


Souls, 


| 
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Souls, and wiſhes better to us then we do to our- 
ſelves, or any Friend tous. We have God's Oath 
and his affectionate .Expolſtulation in Ezek. 33. 11. 
As 1 live, ſaith the Lord, I have nopleaſure in ( or, [ 
deſire not)the death of the wicked; but that the wicked 


turn from bis way and live, Turn ye,turn ye from your 
' evil ways, for why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 


Why are ye ſo ſtupid, ſo hard of heart, as not to 
know and conſider what concerns you-1o nearly ? 

And if theſe words (and the like inCh. 18, 32.) 
be meant of Temporal evil and ruine; and God de- 
ſires not, nor delights in that which is the lighter 
and leſs conſiderable evil; much leſs doth he de- 
lire,or delight in their Spiritual andEternal Ruine, 
and in their Sin, the proper cauſe thereof. 

No, he diſcovers riches of Goodneſs, Long-ſuffer- 
ing and Forbearance; and the end of this is to lead 
#4 to Kepentance, He ſpeaks in aftill voice to our 


| Hearts, by the gentle Sollicitations of his Spirit : 
| He ſpeaks to our Conſciences in inward rebukes 
| and checks for Sin : He ſpeaks by his Providences, 


his works of Judgment. and Mercy : He ſpeaks 
by his Word; and by the Miniſters thereof doth 


' beſeechus tobe reconciled to him, and ſo mind rhe 
things of our peace. He,who hath been injur*d and 


diſhonour?d by us; He, who is Almighty,and fears 
us not, if Enemies; He, who is All-ſufficient, and 


' Needs us not, if Friends; He ſeeks unto us, that we 
| be at Peace with him, from whence no Benefit will 
redound to Him, but to Us. 


Thus we have a ſhort View of God's Good-wil, 
and of Chriſs Charity. And O, how ſhould the 
| fameFree Charity and Good-will ſhew forth it ſelf 
- us to others; to the Souls eſpecially of 0- 
thers ! 


2. a9 
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2. AS for the Love of Beneficence, this is alſo 


to beextended to all men, ?Tisnot enoughto wifh | 


well. Bare Benevolence the Philoſopher in his 
Ethicks calls dgy1v g:aiay, alazy, vain and fruit- 
leſs Friend{hip. As Faith without work: 15 a dead 
feith, a vain faith, being alone (Fames 2.) So Love 
without agreable effects. is a cold, dead and vain 
Love,being alone. To «oyva, Benevolence,then muſt 
be added e5ceyeoia, Beneficence : And it will beſo, 


where the inward Afﬀection 1s ſincere and real. | 
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Theſame Greek word [_ « nabru; | Simplicity or 51n- | 
cerity of Afettion,imports alſo Liberality and Bouns | 


7ifulneſs, as it is well tranſlated in 2 Cor. g. 


To Witſk well, is Friendſhip in the root, Love in | 


the Springhead : To Do well. is Friendſhip in the 
fruitful Branches, Love in the Streams. Our doing 
good therefore, mult ſpread as large as our wiſhing 
good; Both muſt be to all men. This is fitly 
calPd Humanity, which is to extend as far as Man- 
king, all of Human Race; though evil and un- 
thankful; for God's Bereficence is as large. 

Ou Teenw, 4X Nw, Taid the Philoſopher, 
when he was reproved for giving to a bad man; I 
conſider not his manners (faith he) but his zeeds ; I 


giveitto him as a may, not as a bad man. 


BUT here we are to conſider,that this Love of 
Beneficence is not equally to be diſtributed to all 
men. 


and to all men ( 2: Cor. 9.13. ) and who exhorts 
the Galatians (.Ch.6. 10.) to do good as they had 
opportunity, or ability, to all men,yet adds a paace, 


eſpecially unto them who are of the houſhold of Faith ; | 


Ceteris paribus to them in the firſt place, or rather 
then to Heathens ; to the belieying Chriſtians who 


The Apoſtle who commends the Corinthi- | 
ans for their /iberal communicating unto the Saints, | 


alrE |} 
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are of Gods Family and Houſhold ;; the greater 
part ofthis Love is due to theſe. | | 
And ſuch a we'aise or efpecrally 1s obſerved by 
God in his Bereficence towards men, who is there- 
fore ſaid ( 1 Tem, 4. 10.) to be the Saviour of all 
men; wedge may, eſpecially of them that believe, 


or of the faithful, 1. e. of Chriſtians. God by the 
care of his merciful Providence preſerves all his 
Creatures, is the preſerver of man and beaſt (P1.36.) 
the Saviour of all men, but eſpecially (more parti- 
cularly of Chriſtians and Believers, thoſe of his 
houſhold ; to ſave them from, or ſupport them 
under their preſſures and troubles, when they /a- 
bour, and ſuffer reproach, (as in this Vere, x«71@ver, 
x ore u7ouegds, Or dywntoue3a,as ſome Greek Co 
Pies read it )) and when they hope 7n the Living 
God. 

And as we are eſpecially to do good to Chri-. 
ſtians, thoſe of God's Family, to teſtify a greater 
meaſure and degree of this Love of Beneficence to - 
them then to Heathens and Unbelievers, C eters 
paribus : So amongſt Chriſtians, thoſe that do moſt 


anſwer that worthy name,that approve themſelyes 


moſt ſuch- in all thoſe Graces and Vertues which 
accompliſh and adorn a Chriftian, they are to have. 
the greater ſhare of our Love; as alſo thoſe that 
have been inſtrumental to our good, : 

Yea further as to thofe that are of God's hou- 
ſhold, ſo to thoſe that are of our own houlhold; 
thoſe that are our kindred aud nearly related to us. 


Af any provide not for his own, \ pamsa Tov citeroy, 


and eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, he is wor ſe the 
an Infidel, 1 Tim. 5.8. 


SOME under the pretence of this place (which, 


by the context appears, rather to command the. 
E. Care 
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care of Children for their Parents, then Parents 
carein providing for their Children; though that 
be alſo to be minded) think that they can never 
exceed in thoughttulneſs,or do too much in provid- 
ing for theirs, that ſo they may not be worſe then 
Infidels : Whereas by this means they become, 
what they would avoid, Infidels, and worſe then In- 


fidels, through their unbelieſ and diſtruſt of God's | 


Providence and Bleſling ; while they are ſo ſollt- 


citous and eager about th: World, with all their- | 
might 2nd art, to ſcrape 7:11 more of the World, 
ro leave them as wezaithy as they can, and make | 
them as great as tiicy can; by which means, they | - 
more hezard ihe eternal eſtate and concerns of | 
their Relations, who are tempted hereby, to live | 


according to the courſe of a vain and wicked 


world, tempted to pride and luxury, and the like | 


ſins, which not ſeldom bring them to want and 


Tuine here atfſfo., Whereas by a moderate care and | 


decent Proviſion for them, they might have better | 
ſecured the welfare of their Souls, and the conti- : 


nuance of their Houſes. And beſides, fome part ' 
of ſuch great abundance, might have been reſerved ' 
for, and employed upon, pious and charitable | 


uſes and occaſions ( and ſo their Beneficence would 


have' ſpread to the Comfort of many, and they 


might have been as Fathers to the needy, as Fob ſaith | 


of himſelf.) And ſome part of ſuch an Eſtate em- | 


ploy'd to a more Pablick Good, would have been 
a means to ſecure that other proportion of Eſtate, 
diſpos'd to the more particularly related to them : 
And if it were ſo, there is a greater ground of hope 
thzt God would bleſs it, and them that enjoy it. 
Beſides, a truer Greatneſs, a fairer Name, and 
greater Honour is procured by ſuch diffuſive Cha- 


ritzes, that reſpect the good of many : While they | 


live 


NY RIES RY He ae rH en rr Oe Ig", 
* 


| 
i 
| 
| 
VÞ © 
; 
| 
| 
\ 


Chap. II. Chriſtian Love. 
live they are Loved and Honoured by all, and when 
they are dead theirname is had iz everlaſting remems- 
brance. ?Tisnot Abſalom?s Pillar that he built, nor a 
ſtately Man/oleum, nor magnificent Palzces which 
men call after their own Names,nor coitl; ' ombs, 
nor pompousEpitaphs that ſhall ſecure theMemory. 
of rich and great men, or Eternize their Names fo 
much, as the devoting of ſomewhat of their Eſtates 
to the ſervice of Religion (whereby the welfare of 
many Souls is endeayoured ) or to other Publick 
Uſes; either for the comfortable being of others 
that are Aged,or Sick, or Needy, (as in ereCting,or 
better endowing Hoſpitals, or Alms-houſes) or for 
the training up of thoſe that are young, and rend- 
ring them more fit to be uſeful in the World, (as 
in founding, or endowing Schools and Colleges 
the fruit of which Charities is likely to be for ever. 


ONE thing more is to be added, that although 
this Love of Beneficence, is Caterts paribus ( where 
circumſtances are alike) firſt, and more eſpecially 
and in a greater meaſure to be extended to thoſe of 
our own Houſe, and are near us, rather then to 
others that are more removed from us; to Chri- 
ſtians, rather then to Heathens and Infidels ; and 
amongſt Chriſtians to thoſe that are ſuch in reality, 
and in an eminent degree,rather then to Chriſtians 
in name and profeſlion only; to good men rather 
then to the evil : Yet it may fo fall out thateven to 
Vitious and Unworthy Perſons this fort of Love is 
rather to be extended; and that 1s upon the exigen- 
cy of their preſent condition, if it be ſadly calami- 
tous, and their wants are preſling above meaſure. 


3- AS for theThird & Laſt ſort of Love,the Love 
of Complacence, Good-liking, and Well-pleaſeaneſs 
'This being the moſt precious fort of Love, is not 
E-2 to 
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to be pourd out ſo diffuſively as that either of 
Benevolonce or Beneficence; It is not to ſpreadout ſo 
Jargeas either of them. Wemay with well to all 
men ( even to thoſe that are evil) but we may not 
delight or take pleaſure in all men; but onely in 
ſuch as are truly good, or at leaſt are zvfs702 5:5 Ba- 
oiaciay 7% 355,51 a hopeful preparation for the Kingdom 
of God, and not far from it. 

Thus did Dav:d, as he ſpeaks, Pſal. 16. Z— to 
the Saints that arein the earth ( or upon theearth) 
ro the excellent, in whom is all my delight, Where 
by the way obſerve. that he calls the Saints or 
Good Men, DVR great men ; the word 1s ren- 
dred the Nobles in Fudg. 15. 13. Nehem. 3. 5. 
Fer. 14. 3. It ſignifies Illnſtrious and Magnificent 
and Glorious ;, Such are the Saints in God's eſteem, 
and in his, as partaking of the Holineſs and Image 
of God, then which nothing doth more ennoble 
the Soul, and makes It more Honourable and Glo- 
rious. In theſe Saints, good men, and therefore 
great men, the truly excellent ones, was his delight, 
all his delight, T will not kaow a wicked perſon (faith 
he, Pſal. 101.) not know ſo as to approve and de- 
light in; But 7 ama companion ( faith he, Pſal. 
119. 63.) of all them that fear thee and keep thy pre- 
cepts. With ſuch te loved to aſſociate himſelf, he 
delighted to converſe with them: And herein 
David's heart was after God's heart, The Lord 
zaketh pleaſure in them that fear Mm, Pſal. 147. 


I T 1s true that our Saviour Chriſt did converſe 
(while he was upon earth) with all ſorts of men, 
with Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles,with Publicans 
and Sinners : Upon which fcore the Phariſees did 
twit him more then once, murmuring at his going 
to the Houſe of Zevi or Matthewa Publican, when 
invited to Dinner therc, where there were alſo 
many 
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many Publicans and Sinners at Dinner. But this 
was rather an High Praiſe and Vertue in Chriſt, 
then a thing to be reproved; and ſhewed the great 
Benignity of his Spirit, accompanied with a deſign 
of doing them good : For where ſhould a Surgeon 
or Phyſician be but among the diſeaſed and lick, 
where there are moſt that ſtand in need of their 
relief? Chriſt was ſent by God upon a merciful 
deſign, into the world, as the Great Phyſician to 
heal the World, to call Sinners to Repenrtance. 
The Phariſees were as ſick and diſeaſed as others, 
but they thought themſelves righteous, and whole, 
and not to need this Phyſician, The Pub/icans and 
Sinners were made more ſenſible of their danger, 
and their need of him: And he is as ready co cure 
them ; and to this end doth freely converſe with 
them; and if invited by them, or falling ito cheir 
company, he did not decliae them ; yea ſometimes 
he would invite himſelf, as he did to Zachers 
houſe: 

Not that any man is hence to embolden himſelf 
to a free and inwardly familiar and delightful fre- 
quent converſe with Sinners; eſpecially with ob- 
durate and hardened Sinners, ſetrled in Sin, and 
ſcandalonſly Wicked. For as Chriſt was rooted 
and grounded inthe Love of God, and not to be 
ſhaken with any tentation from the: world; as he 
was of a perfectly healthful and ſtrong (as well as 
pure) Conſtitution of Soul, ſo that he was not in 
danger of any hurtful infeftion or contagion from 
the worilt company : So Chriſt convers?d with Sin- 
ners, not out of Delight and Complacence in ſuch 
company, but out of Charity and Compaſlion in 
order to their Cure, as the great and gracious Phy- 
ſicitan of Souls. And if thou wilt imitate him 
therein, thy conyerſing with the Sinners of the 
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world muſt be out of the ſame deſign of Spiritual 
Charity; in order to the winning of them to 
Goodneſs and Vertue, or at leaſt ro the reſtraining 
and checking of their Sin: It ſhould be accom- 
panied with the ſhewing of thy diſlike and deteſta- 
tion of their wicked courſes. 

Otherwiſe there is to be no frequent and fami- 
liar and complacential converſe with ſuch; eſpe- 
cially when upon thy endeavour to reclaim them 
they appearobdurate ſinners, ſettled in their wick- 


edneſs, 3nd {ſmall hope appears of working any 


Good upon them, 

And though Chriſt's Love of Good-w:ll was to 
a}l, yet his love of Complacence and Good-liking was 
to his obedient Diſciples, his ſpiritual kindred 
according to that paſſage in atth. 12. ult. He 
ſtretched forth his hand towards his Diſciples, ana 
ja1d, Behold my Mother and my Brethren ;, For who- 
feever ſhall do the will of my Father which 1 in Hea- 
ven, the ſame 1 my Brother, and Siſter, and Mo- 
ther. 


AND thus S. Paul, though out of tender 
Good-will and Compaſſion to Souls, he was willing 
70 become all things unto all men ( yet fo as without 
Sin) that he might by any means ſave ſome (2 Cor. 
9.21, and Ch. 10, alt.) Yet thoſe who were truly 


Saints, were his Foy and Crown, his dearly beloved 


and longed for, or much deſired) fo he accounts the 
Saints at Philipp: whoſe Faith and Converſation 
worthy of the Goſpel, he remembers with joy and 
greateſt ſatisfaCtion,in his Epiſtle tothem. Others 
had his Good-will, theſe his Delight and Compla- 
rence ; thele he had 7 his heart, as he ſpeaks, Ch. 1.7. 

There is to the ſame purpoſe a pathetick Ex- 
preſſion of $. Pal concerning the Believing Ro- 
mans, 
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mans, (Ch. 15. 24.) T truſt toſee you in my journey 
towards Spain, and to be brought on my way thuther, 
zf firjt I be ſomewhat filled with you, yudy ewannds ; 
with your company. Somewhat filled, or in ſome 
ſort (ſo the ſame words «no wigs are rendred 
Yer. 15.) in ſome meaſure be filled, or have ſatis- 
fied my ſelf in the pleaſure of having ſome Com- 
munion with you. But the Syrzack, rendred the 
Greek uudy $unn9e by [PININI MADINR which 
Tremelius thus renders, poſtquam quaſy adore aroma- 
tm perfuſus fucro in videndo vos. The Commu- 
nion of Holy Souls, the Spiritual Converſe of ſuch, 
how ſweet and delightful, how aromatical, more 
then a bundle of Spices ; no ſweet Odors ſo grate- 
ful, ſo refreſhing, ſo delightful as the Society of 
well-agreeing Souls ! 


THA T therefore which makes a perſon an 
Object moſt properly capableof this Love of Cor- 
placence ( the moſt precious ſort of Love ) is true 
and real Goodneſs, the participation of the Divine 
Nature in Holy Souls, or Divine Beauty ſhining 
out in the Spirit and Life of a Chriſtian. 

It may be Evidenced thus, 

God moſt High, is the Firſt Fair as the Firſt 
Good, the Firſt Beauty, Excellency and PerfeCti- 
on : And conſequently nothing car. make a Crea- 
ture more Lovely, nothing can raiſe a Soul to more 
Excellency and Perfection, then the Participation 
of God, the nearer a Creature comes to reſemble 
God: There is nothing Higher, nothing Better 
in a Soul, then the Image of God; and there is 
nothing more precious and dear to God then 
reſembling of him in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs. This is his Delight, and ſhould be onrs. 

Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ( which is the 
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moſt Excellent Participation and Image of God ) 
qualifies us for Converſe with God, and Angels, 
and the Spirits of juſt men made perfeft, who would 
rejoyce inus; 3s it qualifies us to be the proper 
Objects of this Love of Complacence in Good Men. 
Without this, we cannot be of the Honſhold of God, 
nor Fellow- Citizens with the Saints > Without this, 
we are not 1n a capacity for the Enjoyments and 
Delights of Heaven, we ſhould not know what 
to do in Heaven, how to behave ourſelves there, 
how to conſort with the Citizens of the Fernſalem 
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HIRDLY, Itistobea Pure Love, Love 
out of a pure heart. 
This is another Scripture-Character of 


that Love wherein Chriſtians are to walk. Love 
out of a pure heart, 1 Tim. 1.5. And 1 Pet. 1. 22. 
See that ye love one another with a pure heart (or out 
of a pure heart , % navaezs naghias, 10 render?d, 
1 Tim. 1,5.) 


Pure it muſt be, 
I. To diſtinguiſh it from that groſs, Senſual, 


| Carnal Love, which is found amorgft thoſe that 


are Companions in iniquity. 

1, Whether it be in doing violence to others. 
Such a Love and Friendſhip amongſt a knot of 
Thieves and murdering Robbers, Solomon doth 
deſcribe, Prov. 1. Come with us (fay they) Caſt 
in thy lot among 1s , let us all have one purſe ;, -- 

Os 1A 


ſhall find all precious ſubſtance, and fill our houſes 


with ſpoil. Thus they entice others to their So- | 
ciety, and their Sin (for Nemo facile ſolus peccar, | 
faith S. Auſtin lib. 2. Confefſ. Cap. penult.)) But ſuch | 
2 Love as this tends to the hurc and ruin of ſuch | 


Companions here and hereafter - And they Lay ! 


wait for their own blood, and lurk privily for their | 
own lives (i.e. they are ative to their own de- | 
{truction.) ſaith Solomon, Ver. 18. even when they | 
are deſigning the deſtruction of others, as It 2s in | 
Ver. 11. They ſay, Come with 24, let us lay wait for | 
blood, let us lurk_privily for the innocent without cauſe, | 

2, Or whether it be in r17n:2g to the ſame ex- | 


ceſs of riot, with thoſe whoſe courſe of Life is a 
courſe of Luxury and Intemperance, having their 
ſet meetings for ſuch revellings ; Men that are 
mighty to drink Wine, and men of ſtrength to mingle 
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ftrong drink,;, for which theſe Senſualiſts loye and 


delight 1n- one another. 


But it is no true kindneſs to :entice others to 


{uch a courſe of life as tends (beſides the waſt of 


Eſtate, and of what is moſt precious, 7:me, to | 
the ruin of Health and Body; and tothewoful ruin | 


of the Soul, if nnrepented.of, and unforſaken. 


, Or whether it be in Chambering and Wanton- | 
es, laſciviouſneſs, or rhe luſt of the fleſh, which | 
IS all /mpure Love, and particularly calPd Unclean | 


neſs. 


AND this Impure Love (or rather Luſt; for 
inordinate, impure and forbidden Love is Luſt} | 
as it was amongſt the Gentiles, who for their fins. 


were by the juſt judgment giver up to vile affecti- 
ons (Rom. 1. maIn driving dijhonourable paſſions ) (0 


it was found amongſt a vile ſort of Chriſtians, | . 
calPd by the Ancients Gzoſtichs, from-their Pre- | 
tence 
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tence to greater Knowledge, but it was yv65:5 
LevI&rvues (2s S. Paul calls it ) a knowledge faiſly 
ſe called ;, for it did not tend to hetter them, but 
their principlesdid lead them to all Impurity, and 
to work all uncleanneſs with greedineſs. 

Such as theſe began betimes to diſhonour the 
pure and undefiled Religion of Chriſt, and to rr 
the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs,as S. Fude ſpeaks, 


| In whoſe Epiſtle they are calPd Spors in your Feaſts 
| of Charity. They came to the Chriſtian dy4z:, 


or Love-feaſts, but they were the reproach and 


diſhonour of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. And inthe 


2 Epiſtle of S. Peter,chap. 2. they are call'd Spors and 


| Blemiſhes, T hey ſpake indeed (as he faith, ver. 18.) 


great ſwelling words of vanity ( this was an inſtance 
of that ſublime and unordinary yy&:s to which 
they pretended ) but it was to allure to the Iuſts of 
the fleſh, through much wantonneſs;, and { ver. 19.) 
while they promiſed liberty to them that they did 
thus allure, they themſelves were the Servants of cor- 
ruption,Slaves of Iuſt and debauchery,being extanc- 
led in the pollutions of the World, Ver. 20. 


Much more of their vile Charter we have in 


theſe 2 Epi/les ; as alfo in ſome of the ancients, in 
Irenens, Clem. Alexandrinus, Tertullian, Epiphanizs, 
Euſebius; yea, in a Philoſopher, Plorinus, who 
wrote againſt them an excellent Diſcourſe. 

And yet for all this, they gloried in a ſtrong 
conceit of theic ſpecial relation to God, and near- 
neſs to him. Plotinus ſairh they were wont to 
ſpeak to their Proſelytes in ſach flattering Lan- 
guage as this, ov 7: 3:2 74g, 6c. Thou art a Child 
of God, but others are not. And ſo Irenew faith, 
they callÞPd themſelyes, OTE ATH zKNOYLas, the ſeed 


: of election, and ( as Clem. Alex. ) Bagtneru maids, 
| . the Children of the King ; and therefore above the 


Law : 
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Law 2 For others indeed which were «uy 1d, Car- 
nal (as they calPd all but themſelves) they were to 
mind Temperance,and Chaſtity,and good Works, | 
elſe they could not be ſaved; but as far themſelves, 
they had no ſuch need to mind them; but becauſe 
they were Spiritual, they ſhonld be ſaved; and: 
they afhirmed, it was impoſlible for them not to he] 
ſaved, jn whatſoever actions they were engaged; 
and therefore the 6 7eac074a70 MIRSht maya dim; 
Tet] do all things without fear ; And ſuch was 
their Filthineſs, that they were fitly cal]d Parbs! 
rite by the Ancients, the dirty Set; to which that! 
of S. Peter agrees, where he compares them to the 
Saw wallowing 1a the mire. 


THERE isthe Filthineſs of Fleſb and of Spiri, 
mentioned in 2 Cor, 7, 1. to both which, this Purt 
Love, or Love ont of a Pure Heart, is oppoſed. 
[Love out of a pure Heart. ] The Scripture 
ſtill lays the great ſtreſs upon the Heart, and re 
quires that ſhould be firſt lookt to, for out of it arc 
the iſſues of Life or Death, Prov, 4. Except this 
Spring be pure. and kept clean from all defilement, 
the Streams will never be pure and Chryſtallicge, 
MR And if there be Purity in the Heart ( if the heart 
we be cleanſed from the love or liking of all, either] 
iy Worldly, or Fleſhly Luſts ) then all other Purity! 
i" will follow, Purity in Life and Converſation. 

j It was therefore the beſt Counſel, and the onely 
ſh right Method, which our Saviour Chriſt did pre 
x ſcribe, ( He, who was the Wiſdom of God, the 

| beſt Guide and Director of Souls, as the beſt Phy- 
ſician for ſick and diſeaſed mankind) that in 

HMatth. 23. 26. Cleanſe {irſt that which is within, 
that the outſide may be clean alſo, 6 
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But more fully doth our Saviour Chriſt infiſt 
upon this, in that beſt of Sermons, his Sermon on 


| the Mount. For whereas the Scr:ibes and Phariſees 


thought it enough for the keeping of the Sixth 
Commandment, to abſtain from actual outward 
Murder ; and fo for the keeping of the Seventh 
Commandment, to abſtain from the groſs and out- 
ward aCts of Adultery and Uncleanneſs ; whereas 


| in the mean time they cared not though their 
| Hearts were full of Rancour and Malice, and inve- 


terate hatred againſt, their Brother ; and though 
they had their Hearts full of Luſt, and Eyes full of 
Adultery : Our Bleſſed Saviour (the beſt Maſter of 


| Morality and good Life) forbids the undue moti- 
| onsof the Heart to either Sin, the inward tenden- 


cies and inclinations to Sin, with the firſt occaſi- 
ons and incitements thereunto : He forbids the 


| murder of the Heart, as well as of the Hand ; and 


not onely the Luſt of the Fleſh, bur che Luſt and 


** Adultery of the Heart; and the Luſt of the Eye, 


he affirms it to be Adultery it ſelf in the account of 


| God, Matth. 5.28. And God's account, Chriſt's 


elteem of things we are chiefly to conſider and 
regard. ?Tis not ſo material how men account 
of things or call them : They call evil gooe, and 
good evil; they put darkneſs for light, and light for 
darkneſs: The world calls many things by ſofter 
and more plauſible names then the Holy Scripture” 
doth. But it will be our Wiſdom and Safety to 


-| judge of all things according to God's meaſures, 


and to account and call them as God doth; to his 


-| Infinite Wiſdom it's fit our weak underſtandings 


ſhould ſubmit; to him we ſtand or fall ( Rom 14.) 
he onely can clear or condemn in the great Day of 
Accounts, | 


And, 
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And, O take heed ( as thou loveſt thy Soul, or 
tendreſt the Honour of Chriſt ) of thinking that 
what Chriſt hath here or elſewhere tn the Goſpel 
preſcribed and enjoined us to avoid, 1s any part 
of unneceſlary ftrictneſs, and that his DoCtrines | 
and Laws are too nice and ſevere. To think, 
thus, is to 31dervalue the Wiſdom of Chriſt, the | 
Lawgive:, the Head of the Church, the Lord of | 
all, the Great Prophet ſent by God to teach the | 
World, teſtified by a voice from Heaven to be 
the Son of God,whom we are to hear : As if He (who 
was the Wiſdom of God ) did not better know 
che true natures and properties of things, the juſt | 
meaſures.and bounds within which Humane nature 
. was to be determined and kept, where man was to | 
be reſtrained, and may not be allowed to do 


otherwiſe. And for thee not to reſtrain thy ſelf | 


as Chriſt hath ordered thee, and told thee it muſt 
be thus for thy Souls welfare; not to govern thy 
ſelf according to his Rules and Inſtitutions,is plain- 
ly to deny the Lord that bought thee, to deny thy 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. For by profeſling thy ſelf a | 
Chriſtian,thou profeſſeſt Chriſt to be thy Teacher, 
Lord and Ruler ; and that he is the Perſon whom 
Lon haſt made choice of to ſerve; and that there is 
no way ſo likely & ſure to bring thee to Bleſſedneſs 
and Salvation as what he hath preſcribed. But then 


to practiſe contrary, is to deny all this thy profeſ- | 


ſton : It's to mock and deſpiſe Chriſt, as if he 
wcre guilty of preſcribing thee ſome things which | 
were unneceſlary, diſhonourable, or ridiculous to 
obſerve 3 which is plainly to deny the Faith, to 
deny the Lord that bought thee, and hath ſhew?d 
thee what is good, and for thy good; and conſe- 
_ it is to bring upon thy telf ſwift Deſtru- 
10N, 
But, 
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But, O be ſo kind, ſo good to thy Soul, as to flee 
theſe things, and abſtain from fleſhly luſts which war 
(as againſt Chriſt and his Laws, ſo) againſt thy 
own Soul, 1 Pet. 2. And avoid fuch Difcourſe 
and corrupt Communication, ſuch Sighs and Re- 
preſentations, ſuch Books and Poems, as croſs the 
Laws and Precepts of Chriſt, and tend to feed, 
and cheriſh, and enflame that which Chriſt came 
to extinguiſh and deſtroy; and- which tend to 
make that ſeem ridiculous nicety, which Chriſt 
hath made thy neceſlary and juſt Duty. 

AND a moſt faithful follower of Chriſt, Bleſſed 
S. Paul, doth often in his Ep:tles preſs and in- 
culcate that Purity of Heart and Life, which our 
Saviour Chriſt ſo indiſpenſably requires. Flee 
youthful luſts, faith he ( not long before his de- 


; parture ) to 7T:mothy ( 2 Ep. 2. 22.) but follow 


after righteouſneſs, faith, charity ;, that*s Love oxt 
of a pure heart, and within its due bounds, in 
oppoſition to the youthful luſts; Youth being the 
more wild, untamed, impetuous, inconſiderate 


| partof Life, more obnoxious to the temprations 


and defilements of Sin : And therefore thou haſt 
need to* watch and pray againſt tentations ; to 
look unto thy Eyes, to mate a Covenant with them, 
as Fob did ; to look ro thy words, as David did, 
that he moht not ſin with his tongue; and above 


. all keeping, 70 keep thy heart ( as the words are 


literally to be rendred, Prov. 4. 23. ) that the 


Heart, the Spring of thy AﬀeCtions and Ati- 


ons, Way be free from all mud 2nd defilement. 

'The ſame Apoſtle, S. Paal, in 1 Ep. Cor. 
Chap. 6. preſleth this Duty, Flee fornication, ſaith 
he, Yer. 18. And he preſſeth it with fix Argu- 
ments; heaping one Argument upon another (as 
you may read from Yer. 13. to the end of the 
| Chapter ) 


GI 
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Chapter) one whereof (in Yer. 20.) is taken 
from this, that they were bought with a price, 
the precious blood of Chriſt, the Lamb without ſpot 
and blemiſh, (a price above Silver and Gold, 
which yet are the moſt precious of corruprible 


things, as S. Peter 1n 1 Ep, Chap. '.) Te are bought | 


with 4 price: It colt Chriſt dear to redeem you, 
even the price of his Blood to purchaie you, 
your whole man, Bodies as well as Souls. As 
the ſame Apoſtle in Col. 3. from another conſt- 
deration of Chriſt, of Chriſt as riſen from the 
dead, and in his Body aſcended into Heaven and 
titting at the right Hand of God, doth earneſt- 
ly . exhort Chriſtians ( as they believe and ex- 
pect that God will alſo after death, raiſe up 
their Bodies by his Power to an incorruptible, 
pure and undefiled State, and heavenly Glory ) 
to keep their Bodies undefiled and in a ſtate of 
purity, in a riſing condition, fo as they may be 
qualified for that Spiritual and Heavenly State 
and Glory, to which at the Reſurrection they 
ſhall be advanced. And in order and preparati- 
on thereurnto, that they would morrify fornication, 
uncleanneſs, their inordinate affeftion and evil con- 
cupiſcence (Ver. 5.) contrary to the Love and Aft- 
fection our of a pure heart; Mortify, ( a word of 
great importance and fſignificancy ) not. onely a- 
bate, or leſſen, or weaken their Luſts, that ſo 
they may not be {o lively ard itirring in them; 


but 20r:ify, put them to Death, Cracify them, | 
as he ſpeaks, Gal. 5. 24. They that ave Chriſt's, 


have crucified the fleſh, with the affeitions and luſts. 
Chriſtians ihould be dead to them ( as dead 0 
all Sin, Rom, 6. ) and therefore not walk in 
them: And all forbidden pleaſures, all ſenſual 


objects /Louid be Gerd to them, without force co. 


tempt 


- 
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tempt or perſwade them ; and as dead things, out 
of mind, ſhould they be forgotten, uncared for, 
unremembred (2. e. not rermembred with any com- 
placence or delizht) mot once named, 45 the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Epheſ.5.3,4. But fornicatic/: 1nd all unclean- 
neſs let it not be once named ainonlt you, as be= 
cometh Saints : Neither filthineſ+ 157 fooliſh talking, 
nor jeſting ;, by which two lait .\'ords the Apo- 
ſtle means obſcene Diſcourſes, Stories or Tales, 
Songs and Jeſts ( much of the wit and jeſting of 
wicked men being in obſcene Argumerts, :ad in 
behalf of that Sin which is calPd Folly, 1921 
inthe Old Teſtament, to work, or commit folly 5: 
Iſrael). Concerning theſe the Apoſtle adds, 7z 
*K dynkovTe, which are not convenient ;, that's too 
ſoft a word, rather which are not beſeeming, but al- 
together unbecoming Chriſtians, 

Purity of Heart, and Aﬀections, and Life, and 
Aftions is that which thou art called and obliged 
to as a Chriſtian, 1 Theſ. 4. 7. God hath not 
called us unto uncleanneſs but unto Holineſs or San- 


fication. And if thou wouldſt attain to this ſtate - 


of Purity, and continue in it, 
Firſt, Seek unto God by humble & earneſt pray- 
er. Say with David ( P[. 51.) Purge me, and I 


of ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter ther 


Snow : Create in me a clean heart,, O God, and re- 


. new aright Spirit within me ;, or J123 N31 a firm, 


conſtant, reſolved Spirit, ſo as never to fall again 
into the like Defilements. Say with the poor 
Leper. who kneeled down, and in this humble 
poſture earneſtly beſought Chriſt (Mark 1.) Lord, 
sf thou wilt thou canſt make me clean. And know and 
be aſſured for thy enconragement, That Chriſt is 


. as willing, as able to do it; and as willing to 


make thee clean, as thou thy ſelf canſt be willing 
Secondly, 


63 


A Diſcourſe of Chap. III. 


Secondly, But ſee then that thou art willing : 
For God complains of the unwillingneſs of many 
( Fer. 13. wult.)} O Feruſalem, wilt thou not be made 
clean, when ſhall it once be ? | Thou muſt be wil- 
ling, thou muſt not reſiſt ; Thou mult pat: Deum, 
ſuffer God to work in thee without diſturbance ; 
not oppoſe, not hinder him when he is 'at work 
in thy Conſcience , to convince and humble thee: 
And whatever method God ſhall pleaſe to uſe for 
the purifying of thee, patiently ſubmit and yield 
to it, be it longer and ſharper Afﬀictions, inward 
or outward. 


Thirdly, Nor muſt thou onely quietly and wil- 


liogly ſuffer God to work in thee, hut thou muſt 
alſo work with him, and ſtrive according to the 
working which worketh in thee, Thou muſt uſe thy 
{crious and beſt endeavours to keep thy ſelf arſpot- 
ed from the World, and always labour after that 
thou prayelſt for, Fer. 4. 14. O Feruſalem, waſh 
thine heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved ; 
Flow long ſhall vain thoughts lodge within thee ? 


Fourthly, And if thou haſt begun to ſet upon the | 


work of Self-purification, go on to purge and 
cleanſe thy heart yet moreand more. If thou haſt 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world, through the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt ;, if thou 
haſt begun to purify thy Soul in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit, Cas S. Peter ſpeaks) take heed 
leſt thou again be entangled therein and overcome : 


For then thy latter end would be worſe with thee | 


then the beounning. 

Fifthly, Pray and watch againſt tentations. None 
can be ſecured from fin further then they are care- 
tul to ſhun the occaſions or tentations of Sin. 


Prov. 6. 27. Can a #an take fire in his boſome, | 


and his cloaths not be burnt ? Can one go upon hot 
_ $0 coals 
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coals, and his feet not bs burnt ? (ith Solomon, who 
by ſad experience found thenurt of tampering with 
tentations. Thus the ſilly Moth plays about the 
Candle, and at laſt burns it ſelf to death. 

Sixthly, And as thon muſt be Watchful, ſo thou 
wilt have need of Courage and Reſolution, and 
Fortitude of Spirit: And this thou ſhalt not want, 
if thou haſt Faith in God, Refiff then, tedfaſt in the 
Faith, Be ſtrong in the Lord, and inthe power of his 
might. Put on the whole armour of God, that thou 
may?ſt be able to withſtand in the evil day, in the 
day of tentation; and having doneall to ſtand, keep 
the Field, and come off with Vitory and Tri- 
umph : Which thou ſhalt not fail of, if thou haft 
Faith in the Goodneſsand Power of God, if thou be 
ſtrong in the grace that 1s in Chriſt Feſws;, His Grace 
ſhall be ſufficzent for thee, and thou ſhalt be able ro 
do all things through Chrift frengthening thee ;, thou 
ſhalt be more thex Conquerour through him that loved 
thee, a Conquerour over thoſe Fleſhly Luſts that 
warr'd againft thy Soul: And to thee and every 
one that oyercometh, will Chriſt (that with Con- 
tentment and Delight beheld thy Conflit,Courage 
and Conqueſt ) give a Crown of Life and Glory 
that fadeth not away. | | 

And thus I have done with the Firſt Particular ; 
A Pure Love, 1. Todiſtinguiſh it from that groſs, 
ſenſual, carnal Love which is found amongft them 
that are companions in Wickedneſs. 


II. PURE Love it muſt be, To diſtinguiſh 
it from a Love for by-ends and ſelf-reſpeCts, found- 
ed only upon Politick Conſiderations and World- 


. ly Intereſt. 


The moſt of that Zove and Amity which is in 
the World is ( as T#ly doth fitly expreſs it) 24er- 
catnra magis quam amicitia, a kind of Trafick and 
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Merchandiſe, rather then pure Love and true Friend- 
ſhip. Men drive on a Trade and purſue Deſigns 
and ſerve their Intereſts, by ſeeming Courteſies 
and Civilities. This is the guiſe and faſhion of 
the World ; Thoughts and Deſigns to oblige 0- 
thers, and to advantage themſelves thereby, and 
to make themſelves Friends here on earth of the 
HMammon of unrighteouſneſs ;, thele are the Springs 
of all the motions this kind of Love hath : It moves 
not, it goes not out' to any but upon theſe ac- 
counts; it ariſeth wholly from Intereſt; And 
therefore when any ceaſe or are uncapable to be 
further ſerviceable and advantageous to them, 


their Love alſo ceaſeth to ſuch whom they now 


caſt by and lay aſide as unprofitable Tools, as a 
broken Veſſel, a Yeſſel wherein is no pleaſure ( as 
Feremy ſpeaks) and therefore to be caſt away: 
But conſider that this is not to love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf (which God commands ) but meerly 
for thy ſelf ; Whereas this is one cf the excellent 
CharaQers and Properties of the Pure Chriſtian 
Love ( 1 Cor. 13. 5.) # Cuti: Ta £avras ſecketh not 
her own, the things which are onely for its own 
advantage ; but mindeth -and careth for the Inte - 
reſts of others, and is concerned for their good and 
welfare, without any reſpect to its own advantage 
thereby. Chriſtian Religion doth oblige and would 
Excite us to a greater Purity of Love,ſuch as ſhould 
expreſs it ſelf in doing good for goodneſs fake ; 
and this is a nobler and higher ſort of Love, 
grounded upon the beſt principle and end. 


AND to this purpole we have two. very ob- 
ſervable Speeches of our Saviour Chriſt, quite op- 
polite to the Spirit of the World. 

The firſt is that in Zuke 14. 13, where he wills 
that when they make a Feaſt,they ſhould invite and 
enter- 
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entertain the poor, lame and maimed and blind, who- 
cannot recompenſe them; rather then their friends 
or rich neighbours, who would invite them again and 
make them recompence. The main ſcope of which 
words,is to perſwade them to do good forGoodneſs 
fake; and that it ſhould be asgreat a pleaſure & ſa- 
tisfattion to them, to do good and ſhew kindneſs to 
thoſe that are in want, as to the rich and great 
in the World. And ſurely to a Soul that is Gene- 
rouſly good, there is nothing ſo Pleaſant and De- 
licious (as nothing more Honourable and Worthy 
in it ſelf ) then to be making others full of Com- 
forts; and the greateſt pleaſure 1s, when they can- 
not requite them. FY 

The Second paſlage of a like noble import is 
that Speech of our Saviour?s in Matth. 10. two laſt 
Verſes, where Chriſt commends the receiving (z.e. 
the entertaining, ſhewing Love and Kindneſs ; yea 
the leaſt office of Zove, as the giving a Cup of cold 
Water to) a righteous man, or one of his Diſci- 


Ples, in the name of a righteous man, Or in the name 


of a Diſciple, eo nomine, quatenus ſuch a one ; main- 
ly upon this account and conſideration. 

There may be a receiving and a kind treating 
of a r5ghteous man, Or a Diſciple of Chriſt, upon 0- 
ther names, regards and conſiderations; as in the 
name of a Fr:exd, one that hath done ſome courte- 


| fies; or in the name of a Kinſman, or one related 


tous; or in the name of a man of Wit or Learn- 
ing, and Accompliſhments of Body or Mind, or 
in the name of a man of ſome lntereſt and Power, 
or related to and in favour with men of Inte- 
reſt and Power; and ſo this r:ghteons man, or Diſci- 
ple of Chriſt, or this Chriſtian may be thought to 


be 1n a capacity to befriend us. 


Bu there is a purer Love-fice which Chriſt would 
enkindle 
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enkind!c in the Hearts of Chriſtians, vsz. to love 4 
rightcous man for Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs 
ſhining in him, t» love him chieiy ir \.300dneſs 
fake; to ſhew kindneſs toany of tieic (rele ones, 
( Chriſt in Matth, calls his Diſciples ) little in 
the efteem of the World, littlein worldly Intereſts 


Chap. ITI. | 


and Poſſeſſions, and fo not likely to recompenſe | 


thoſe that ſhew them the leaſt kindneſs ; This is 
above that common Loye and Friendſhip in the 
World, which is founded chiefly upon Self-reſpets, 
by-ends and politick Confiderations. 


Nor ſhall this Zove loſe its reward : Though 


thelſe [:rele ones, theſe leaſt of Chriſt's Diſciples, be 
alſo little in the account of the World, and have 
little of the World to recompenſe thee, yet thou 


ſhalt have a Reward from God,and agreat Reward 


for this thy Service of Love. 
And though to give but a Cup of cold Water to a 
Chriſtian, to 4 D:/ciple of Chriſt, to « Rzghteous 


1an, ſeem but a cheap kindneſs; yet it being done 


ſcaſonably { and ſo a draught of cold refreſhin 

Water may be a great kindneſs to one that is at- 
flicted with thirſt, as it might fall out in thoſe hot 
Eaſtern Countries, and in ſuch acaſe may be worth 


a Treaſure) he that doth it, s ud dwoaios ( two | 
Negatives ) ſhall in no wiſe loſe bis Reward, Mat, | 


IO, UlIt. 


AND ifto givea Cup of cold Water ſhall have 
its Reward, Whata Reward ſhall be given to thee 
if thou cloath, and feed, and viſit a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, that is naked, or hungry, or ſick and in pri- 
ſon ; and do all this in the name of a Diſciple ? 


It may be thou haſt forgotten thy Cup of cold | 
water,thy cloathing, feeding,or viſiting a Diſciple | 


of Chriſt; and it's better that thou ſhould'ſt not 


remem- 
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remember it, better to have no ſelf-pleaſing re- 
fleftions on what thou haſt done; as the righteous 
ſaid (Matth. 25.) Lord when ſaw we thee, (or any 
Diſciple of thine, any that belongs to thee) ax 
hungred, and fed thee ? Or thirſty, and gave thee 
drink ? Or naked, and cloathed thee ? Or ſick, or in 
priſon, and viſited thee) But though thou remem- 
breſt not theſe things, to pleaſe and pride thy ſelf 
therein, yet God will remember thee concerning 
all this, and for good; and the rather remember 
thee, if thou doſt not remember them to thy own 
praiſe and glory. God #5 not unrighteous to forget 
your work_and labour of Love, which ye have ſhewed to 
(or in) his name, in that ye have miniſtred to the 
Saints, and do miniſter, ( Heb.v.10.) faith the Apo- 
ſtle to the charitable Hebrews : And for ſuch their 
Charity he was per/waded better things of them, and 
things that did accompany Salvation; as in/er.before. 


AND ifthe leaſt Kindneſs and laboxr of Love 
be ſo rewarded with God ; if to give a ſmall re- 
freſhment, a little water, be ſo acceptable with 
God; proportionably the Reward will be greater, 
as the ſervice of Love was greater that is done ozt 
of a pure heart to a Chriſtian, a Deſciple of Chriſt : 
And greater ſtill if done to a Propher, and 1» the 
name of a Prophet, one whoſe care and deſire is 
faithfully to preach the Goſpel, to declare the 
whole Connſel of God, for the better inſtructing and 
winning Souls to Chriſt: We are to eſteem ſuch 
very highly in love for their works ſake (1 1 hell: 5. 
I2.)and to treat them atiws 73 32, worthy of God ; 
as that obſervable Phraſe isin 3 Ep.Fohn Fer.6. So 


. 45 14 worthy of God, - whoſe Meſlengers they are, on 
whoſe Errand and Buſineſs they are employed, 
whem they ſerve in the Gaſpel; as it follows 


G in 
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in Yer, 7. becauſe that for bis names ſake they went 
forth, viz, to Preach the Goſpel. And thus the 
words [ dia; 73 3:7] being rendred literally and 
properly worthy of God, the av7# or [#5] is plain, 
as referring to $:# {| God] in the foregoing Verſe: 
But our Tranſlation rendring the Phraſe thus 
(which needed not) [. after 4 godly ſort] the 
T 4:5 ] in the following Verſe { for hs names 
ſake ] is made more obſcure, there being in our 


Tranſlation no perſon mention'd before, towhich 
the Cs ] doth refer: As alſo the word rgonip- | 


aL»g in Fer, 6, [| whom if thou hring forward after 


a goaly fort, or worthy of Ged} 1s not ſo fully | 
rendred; For the word doth not only imply to 
bring part of the way ſuch as went forth to - 


Preach the Goſpel, but it further ſignifies (as | 


In other places, fo here) to provide what 1s need- 
ful for them in their journey upon ſo great an 0c- 
caſion and work; and this is to be done afivs 77 
3:8, worthy of God, in a worthy and becoming 
meaſure to teſtify their regards to God, whoſe 
work this is. And what 1s thus done to the 
Prophet, and in the name of a Prophet, is done to 
Chriſt, and doneto God ; and ſuch ſhall receive x 
Prophets Reward. | 

And fo much for the Second Particular ; a Pare 
Love, to diſtinguiſh 1t from a 'Love for by-ends 
and ſelf reſpects ; pure and free from mixtures 
of corrupt Ends and Intereſts. 


Il. PURE LZoveit muſt be, to diſtinguiſh it 
from a yet cleaner Love then the laſt mentioned ; 
viz. irom that Love which arifeth chiefly from 
Alliances and near Relations, which is a Love 
only according to the Fleſh, which hath for its 
Object thoſe that are of our Blood, Fleſh of our 


Fleſh 
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Fleſh, and Bone of our Bone;, by which Phraſe 
the Scripture means thoſe that are near a-kin. 
The Pure Chriſtian Love muſt be more re- 
fined and purified, then this ſcre of Love; 
it muſt be a Loye of an higher Natore. For, 
1. This Love is found amongſt the moſt ſal- 
vage Creatures, Bears, and Wolves, and Tt- 
gers, and other Creatures that are moſt fierce 
and ſalvage, and all for deyouring and making a 
Prey of others; they have a Love and Kind- 


neſs for their own kind, and for their young | 


ones, to ſcrape and get all they can for them. 
And amongſt the molt ſalvage and barharous 
Nations,there 1s fuch a Love as this for their own 
little ones, how cruel ſoever they are to all others. 
And fo generally amongſt wicked men, amongſt 
men of the worit Nature, ſuch a particular Love 
as this is found. Jf ye that are evil (ſaith Chriſt, 
Aatth, 7.) know how to give good gifts to your 
Children Some Parents, though they are e- 
vil,, enyious, and niggardly, yea cruel and hard 
to: others; as: being wholly addifted to them- 
ſelves, all for their own Intereſts, not caring for, 
or regarding in the leaſt the good of others; 
yet they know how to give good gifts to 


heir Children; though they will part with no- 


thing for the relief and comfort of others, yet 


they know,and are wont, when their Children (and 


fometimes when their near Relations) 3sk,to give 
to them, they will be free and open and bounti- 
fal to them : Which is not to be reproved in 
them; but this is reprovable, that their Love 1s 


ſo particular and partial, that they have no ten- 


derneſſes, no compaſllions, no kindnefs for o- 


thers, beſide chezr Fleſh and therr Bone. 


Thy Cherity may begin at home, but 1t muſt not 
G 2 
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end where it begins: It muſt not be confined to thy 
ſelf, and a few near thee; but it muſt be en- 
larged to others; elſe it is not Chriſtian Love. 

2. This Love which is founded chiefly upon 
Alliance, Kindred and nezrneſs of Blood, is too 
often found to be a fond and blind Love; and 
the effects of it are oftentimes hurtful to thoſe 
that thus love and are loved. 


It makes Parents and Kindred overlook and - 


connive at ſuch things in their Children and Re- 
lations as are faults and blemiſhes in them, at 
leaſt imperfeCftions and indecencies : And by this 
fondly indulgent Love, as Parents and Friends 
diſcover much their own weakneſs and impru- 
dence, ſo their Children or their Relations, are 
much prejudiced for want of that timely care 
and guidance, thoſe ſeaſonable admonitions and 
inſtructions which they itood in need of, 


IV. PURE Love it muſt be, to diſtinguiſh 
it from that Love which is in any Se of Re- 
ligion ; where men are void of Univerſal Cha- 


rity. 


[t is the very temper and ſpirit of a Se#, to be, 


as very indulgent to thoſe of their own parti- 
cular way; fo to be not only ſhie and ſtrange, 
rugged, and rude, but unmerciful and ferocious 
to all others. | 

This appeared in the Sect of the Phariſees; 
who though Joſephus in favour of them (being a 
Phariſee) relates that they were men of mercy; 
yet it was to them only of their own Sect and 
Party. Thus they were giazaanau, fondly en- 
deared to one another : But as for all others, 
they were a cruel and unmerciful generation of 
men ; and by our Saviour (who knew them in- 
wardly) 
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wardly) are therefore twice called (as alſo otice 
by S. Fohn Baptiſt) yeriuera iyiH G1, Serpents, 
and a generation of Vipers, a very brood of Vipers, 
a poiſonous and venemons Race, a Sect made up 
of Cruelty, burtful to all but their own Party; 
T heir inward part was full of ravening and wick- 
edneſs, arrayns x; Torneins, as Chriſt ſpeaks of 
them, Luke :1. 39. 


THIS was the Spirit of the Phariſees, con- 
trary to the Spirit of Ben:gmry, Love and Goods 
eſs, which was in Chr:/t, and is to be in Chris 
ſtsans, his Diſciples and Followers. 

And it will never be well cill Chriſtians be res 
duced to the Primiti-e Temper and Parity of 
the Firſt and 8eſt Chriſtians; to the graceful 
Ornament and peculiar Badge of Chiilt's [Dis 
ſciples, Iutual Love. Jon. 13. 35. By this ſhall 
all men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have 
love to one another. 

In the At of the Apoſtles we may perceive a 
glimple of this Spirit and Temper in the Firſt 
Profeſſors of Chriſt: icy. The quality and tem« 
per of the Perions on whom the Holy Ghoſt was 


 ſhowred down at firſt, is thus deſcribed, in 


Ch. 2. :. [They were all with one atcord in one 
place. ] Belides the Unity of place, here was the 
better Unity, that of minds and hearts. Many 
may be in one place, yet not of one mind and 
heart, may be far diſtant in affetions: But here 
they were 5poIvuadty, with one accord. And 
this Union of Aﬀections, chis - emper of Love, 
was highly improved, and further advanced, af- 
ter this plentiful Effuſion of rhe Ho'y Spirit ; for 
in Yer. 46. *tis ſaid, they did eat their meat (1. ©. 
converſe together) iy 4geatrnr: vapdiag, in ſim- 
plicity and ſingleyeſs of heart, G3 But 
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But it was not long befare Chriſtians began to 
degenerate from the S:mplicity of Love towards 
their Fellow-Chriſtians. The Apoſtle Paul in 
many of his Epiſtles complains thereof. They 
were ready to bite and devour one another, Gal. 
5. I5. to judge and deſpiſe one another , Rom. 
14. 3, Io. They were ready to envying. and 
ſtrife, and diviſions; ſome glorying that they 
were of Paul, others of Apollos, others of Ce- 
phas, 1 Cor. 1.12. which was a ſign that they 
were Carnal, not ſo ſpiritualiz'd, not of ſuch en- 
larged Spirits and Principles as became Chriſtians, 
bur ſtrait and contracted, ſelf-ſeeking, and ſelf- 
valuing. 

And as it was then,ſo it has been ſince all along. 
It is ſad to conſider the emulations, envyings, 
hatred, variance, ſtrife, ſharp and furious con- 
teſtations, and eager contentions amongſt Chr;- 
ſtians. Generally throughout the Chriſt:ay World, 
inſtead of a pure AﬀeCtion, that Heavenly Fire, 
there flames a falſe Fire, the Fire of Self-Love ; 
2s alſo falſe Zeal, a Zeal not according to Know- 
ledge nor Charity. 


BUT let us follow after the Te Ti tignyus, the 
things which make for peace (Ram. 14.) Let us 
not be deſirous of vain glory, provoking one ano- 
ther, envying one another (Gal. 5.) But let us be 
kindly affeftioned one to another with brotherly Love, 
(Rom. 12.) For (as It is, 2 7m. 2.) It becomes 
the Servant of the Lord, not to ſtrive ; but to be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, and to be pati- 
ent, forbearing, fo as in meekneſs to inſtruft thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, or are otherwiſe affetted. 
And truly, to do.this, is to expreſs the ſtrength 
and power of a Chriſtian Spirit. A gender " 
gar 
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gar to the tenderneſs of others, a bearing with 
them, a not inſulting over their weaknefs, a 
meek and gentle deportment to thofe that op- 
poſe themſelves, a quiet and ſerene Spirit to 
thoſe that are otherwiſe affected ; theſe are the 
expreſſions of a Spirit that is Evangelized. Such 
a noble Spirit doth not vaunt it ſelf, doth not be- 
bave it ſelf unſeemly, is nos eaſily provoked ;, nor 
doth it provoke men to ſtrife, but only to Love 
and pod works. 
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CHAP. IV: 


THE 


REALITIES 


O F 


Chriſtian Love. 


OURTHLY, It is to fbe a Laborzous 

Love, Charitas laborioſa, as Beza and Piſ- 

catcr tranſlate that x&ros This dyarns IN 

Heb. 6. 10. and 1 Theſ. 1.3, This is 

to love *eyw, in deed, as well as dande's, 1 truth, 
i Fol. q. 3h. | 

Now the Labours and Realities of Chriſtian 

Love, are ſuch as either reipect the Body or the 

Soul. The neceſlities of the Body or Outward 

Man are many and various; and the needs of 

the Soul or Inward Man are not fewer: And the 

true and genuine Chriſtian Love expreſſeth it ſelf 

in ſuch communications and reliefs, as are pro- 

per and pertinent to each. 


I. TO the Sol, to this eſpecially ſhould the 
Realities of Chriſtian Love be expreſt; the Soul 
being of an higher and nobler being than the 
Boay ; 
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Body ;, a more excellent Being, ( 1.) in regard of 


ics Nature, as being a Spirit, ( 2.) in regard of 
its Original, as being Heaven-born, and having 
no Father but God; who is therefore called tbe 


Father of Spirits, Heb. 12, (3.) in regard of its' 


Duration, as being immorcal, and not ſubject 
to corruption, as the Fleſh or Body is, (4.) in 
regard of its Acts and Operations, whereby Man 
is exalted above all material Beings, and but a 
little lower than the Angels, (5.) and laſtly, 
as it is that wherein the Image of God ( who is 
the Supreme Excellency) is- molt ſeen. 

Again, Upon the well-being and well-doing of 
the Soxl here, depends the welfare both of Body 
and Soul hereafter : As upon the negleCt of the 
Soul here, if the wants of the Soul be not cared 


_ for in time, follows the unexpreſſible miſery of 


the Soul (and Body too) in Eternity. And there- 
fore it may appear how neceſſary is all that 
Charity and kindneſs which we can ſhew to our 
own Souls, and the Souls of others. 

Now the Needs of the Soul are many and yari- 
ous: I will inſtance only in 5.which crave the beſt 
reliefs and aſſiſtances which a Chriſtian hath to 
beſtow. 


FIRST, The Soul in ignorance and ſpiritual 
darkneſs ſtands in need of Knowledge, particularly, 
i. The Knowledge of God, © 
2. The Knowledge of Chriſt. 
3. The Knowledge of Ourſelves. 


I. The Knowledge of God. 

* It concernsa Chriſtian to know God in his Va- 
tare and Attributes, and to know God in his 
Will 


i. In 


T1 
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1. 1n bus Nature and Attributes ;, in his Good- 
neſs, Wiſdom, Power, and any other Djvine Pro- 
perty; and fo to know God with a Pratticdl 
Knowledge, as to be ſo affefted and ſo to live, fo 
to do and practiſe as the due conſideration of each 
Attribute doth properly oblige us to. 


So to know him to be a Sparit, as to worſhip | 
| bhim #n Spirit : So to know him to be moſt Pure 


and Holy, as to purify ourſelves as he ts pure, and 
zo be Holy as he is holy : So to know him to be 
snfinitely Good, as to love him and delight in him 
above all, and to make bim onr chief joy: So to 
know him to be moſt Fuſt and Powerful, as to 
fear him above all, and by his judgments to learn 
righteouſneſs, and never to murmure, but ſubmit and 
accept of the puniſhment of aur iniquities: SO to 
know him to be moſt True and Faithful, as to 
truſt in him above all : So to know him to be All. 
knowing and moſt Wiſe, and Omnipreſent, as to 
walk, as in his fight, as having ta do with him before 
whom all things are naked and open, and who ſearch- 
eth the bearts and knows the ſecrets of men. And 
ſo I might proceed further, in ſhewing what 
Duty towards God, or what Duty towards Mar, 
naturally reſults, and may eaſily be infer'd from 
the due conſideration of the refpe@tive Divine 
Attributes, 

[ have feen many Definitions and Deſeripti- 
ons of God in Catechiſms, Confeflions of Faith, 
and Books of Divinity; moſt of which ſeemed 
either too ſhort and obſcure, or too. prolix and 
redundant and confuſed. But upon a ſerious 
conſideration of what is faid of God in Scri- 
Pture, I have thought rhat the moſt diſtin and 
full Anſwer to the Queſtion, What # God, is ſome 
ſuch as this, 

God 
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God is a Spirit moſk pure and holy, moſt good, 
merciful-and gracious, moſt juſt and righteous, moſt 
trne and faithful, All-knowing, All-mghty, Eter- 
nal, and every where preſent. 
This ſeems to me a plainer and more full De- 
ſcription of the Divine Nature, wherein nothing 


| is redundant (for though ſome words may ſeem 


Synonymous, yet there is a difference in the ſenſe) 
and nothing is left out, that doth neceſſarily be- 
long to the apprehenſion of God. 


2. A Chriſtian is to know God in hs Will, which 
he hath moſt fully and clearly revealed in the 
Holy Scripture. | 

God hath declared his Will in his Precepes - 
Either what he would have us to do, which are 
the Affirmative Precepts: Or what he would have 
us to avoid and abſtain from doing, which are the 
Negative Precepts. 

'To encourage us to the performance of what 
he would have us to do by the Affirmative Pre- 
cepts, he hath annexed Promiſes, exceeding great 
and precious z wherein he hath declared his gra- 
cious Will concerning what he will give us, 
and what we may by Faith and Hope expect 
from him: Promiſes of Grace, and every good 
thing here ; Promiſes of Grace, and of his Sps- 
rit, to enable us to do his Will; Promiſes of 
Glory, and the beſt things reſerved in Heaven, to 


- Teward us for doing what he commands,and which 


is our Duty to do, though there were no Reward. 
To diſluade us from venturing upon what he 
forbids, and warns us to aveid by the Negatiye 


| Precepts, he hath annexed Threatnings ; Threat- 


nings of worſer evils, and greater painsthen any in 
this world can either inflict or ſuffer : Threatnings 


of 
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of the wrath to come, everlaſting burnings, bell-fire, 
where the worm dieth not, and the fire 1s not quench- 
ed, tribulation and anguiſh, a fearful expeftation of 
judgment and fiery indignation, for them that know 
ot God and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, who ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 


ſtruftion from the preſence of the Lord. 


T HUS we ſee how graciouſly ſollicitous God 
is for our good, in ſuch a full and plain declaring 
of his W:I to us. 

And as God is not wanting to us in a ſufficient 
and plain declaring of his Will, and our Duty, 
to us ; ſo muſt not we be wanting to ourſelves in 
a ſlackneſs to underſtand and mind it : But we 
mult pive all diligence, and apply our beſt en- 
deavours, (1.) after right Apprehenſions of God 
in his Nature and W:/l,, and ( 2.) after an agree- 
able Converſation. Right Principles and Appre- 
henſions are to direct and regulate our Pra- 
Ctice. 

It behoves Chriſtians to underſtand themſelves 
well in their Religion. Be not Children in under- 
ſtanding (faith theApoſtle, 1 Cor. 14. 20.) howbeit in 
malice (Th xaxig, in wickedneſs) be ye Children, but 
in underſtanding be men, And fo again in this 
5- Epheſ. Ver. 17. Be not unwiſe, but underſtand- 
ing what the Will of the Lord is. Be not unwiſe 


(that's too ſoft a word) Be not aggorss, Fools : | 


For ſo the word is more properly rendered elſe- 
where in Scripture ; and ſo it might as well 
have been render'd here, as the word &'goger 4 
little before; implying that till we attain co a 
due underſtanding of the Will of God, we 
are Sons of folly, how wiſe and knowing ſo- 
cyer we may be in other things, either - 
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the knowledge of Nature, or in Political Mat- 
ters. 


IT. AND for the Knowledge of Chriſt : It be- 
hoves a Chriſtian to know the truth as it 3s in 
Feſus, For a falſe knowledge of Chriſt and the 
Goſpel, is as advantageous and acceptable to the 
Devil. amongſt Chriſt:ans, as the no knowledge 
of Chriſt, and the utter ignorance of the Go- 
ſpel, amongſt Heathens is for the intereſt cf his 
Kingdom, and grateful to him. 

Now the :rue Knowledge of Chriſt, is only to 
be had from the Scriptures, read and compared to- 
gether as they ought. What the Scrptures teſtify 
of him, is that we are to look to. 


I. The Screptures teſtify of him, That he 
was God manifeſt in the fleſh, the only-begotten of 
the Father, full of grace and truth, the brightneſs 
of his glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon - 
That he came into the world to be the propitiation 
for our fins : That he was fore-ordained before the 
foundation of the world ;, and when the fulneſs of time 
was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of a Woman, 
being conceived and born of the Virgin Mary, by the 
Holy Ghoſt and power of the moſk High : That he 
was holy, harmleſs and undefiled : That he did no 


. ſin, neither was guile found in his mouth: That 


he went about doing good : That he died for our 
ſins, and was buried, and roſe again according to 


| the Scriptures z and in the ſight of the Apoſtles, 


while they beheld, he was received into Heaven, and 
fat at the right hand of God, from whence he ſhall 


* Come in like manner at the end of the world, be- 
#ng ordained by God to be the judge of quick and 


dead, 
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2. The Scripture teſtifies of him that he was 
Chriſt, anointed and ordained of God, to be Pro- 
phet, Prieſk and King ;, and that we are ro believe 
this with our heart, and receive him as ſuch. 

(7.) The Scripture teſtifies that he was ſent by 


God into the World as the great Propher, to de- 


clare the Will of God more fully to us, to in- 
ſtru&t poor erring Mankind in the way of Holi- 
neſs, the way to bleſſedneſs, life and immorta- 
lity, as the reward of an holy life here; which re- 
ward he hath alſo brought to light, more clearly 
declared and aſlured us of by the Goſpel. And 
that accordingly he being ſent of God to ſpeak 


#1nto the World the Words of God, thoſe things, 


even the truth, which he heard from God ;, and to 
make known all things he heard of his Father, 


who gave him commandment what he ſhould ſay, | 


and what be ſhould ſpeak, (all which is faid of | 


Chriſt in S. Fohn*'s Goſpel) we. are therefore 
to hear (and obey) him in all things, And 
thoſe Rules of Life and Precepts of Holineſs, 
which he hath given us, are deſigned: to raife up 
Chriſtians to excellent degrees and heights of Ho- 
lineſs; and are for the good of Souls, the good of 
Families, Cities and Kingdoms; and have a pro- 
Pitious influence upon the good of the World- 
And it concerns a Chriſtian highly to prize the 
fayour of God in giving us ſuch a Prophet and 
Teacher, and to prize theſe Rules and Precepts 


of Holineſs, far more InſtruQtive and perfett in 


many reſpects then any Rules of Morality, or 
Precepts, given by the beſt Philoſophers, or by 
A7oſes. This high advantage and privilege have 
we Chriſtians above all others. 

(2.) The Scripture teſtifies that as a Prieft he 
off cred up himſelf a Sacrifice to God on Earth, _ 
tne 
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the remaining part of his Prieſtly Office he till 
executes in Heaven, the Holy of Holies, inter- 
ceding there in the yertue and merit of his blood ; 
where 

(3.) As a K:7 (though he took upon him ano- 
ther form when upon Earth, and refuſed to be 
made King) he is now crowned with Glory and Ho» 
nonr, the Head of all Principality and Poner. 


3. The Scripture teſtifies that for our encou- 
ragement to the obſervance of what he would 
have us to doz Chriſt hath given us exceeding 
great and preciows Promiſes ;, and that upon better 


Promiſes the New Covenant is eſtabliſhed (where- 
_ of Chriſt is the Mediatour) than the Old and 


Mofaical Diſpenſation : And that theſe ſo great 
and precious Promiſes are given us not only to 
encourage our Hope and Faith in God for the par- 
don of Sin, and thereby to remoye ſome preſent 
qualm or trouble of Spirit; but to this end (which 
is expreſly mentioned in 2 Pet. 1. 4.) are theſe 
Promiſes given, that by them we might be made 
partakers of the Divine Nature. This indeed is the 


| utmoſt ſcope, the coniummation of Chriſtianity. 


4. The Scripture teſtifies of Chr:/t, that he 
was ſent into the World to be not only a Pro- 
Pitiation, but a Patrery: And that we are to 


, know and eye him as the moſt perfect Idea and 


abſolute Pattern of all Purity and Holineſs. To 
this purpoſe we have ſet before us the fair Pi- 


Cure of his Spirit and Life in the four Evange- 
liſts. 'And this is both ſuch a favour from God, 


and ſuch an advantape ro Holineſs in an excellent 
degree, as we Chriſtians enjoy not only above all 


the Heathen World and the belt therein, oo a- 
ove 
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bove the People of God under the Old Teſta. 
ment, above the Fews and the Old Patriarchs, 
For though they had many manifeſtations and diſ- 
coveries of God, yet none of them had the ma- 
nifeſtation of God in the fleſh. 


s. As the Scripture teſtifies of Chriſt, that he 
was delivered (i. e. to death) for our offences, and 
roſe again for our juſtification (Rom, 4.) and thus 
muſt we know what Chriſt hath done for us with- 
out us; ſo the Scripture teſtifies that we muſt 
know the power of his Reſurreftion, and the fellow- 
ſhip of bis ſufferings, being made conformable unto 


his death,Phil. 3. 10, This is that excellent Knows 


ledge of Chrift, for which (in the foregoing verſe) 
the Apoſtle counted all things but loſs. As we are 
to know the power of the Reſurrection and Suf- 
ferings of Chriſt withour us, as they refer to God 
the Father, in procuring pardon and reconcilia- 
tion : So we are to know the power of Chrilt's 
Reſurrection within us, there is ſomething to be 
done and tranſacted in us that bears a conformity 
to his ReſurreCtion: And the like for the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, to which we are to beconformable. 
And ſo we mult be planted into the hk:neſs both of 
the Death and of the Reſurre:on of Chriſt ; and 
what this is, is plainly expreſt in Rom. 6. Yer. 
4, 5, 6. which explains the forequoted place in 
Pnilip. 3. 10. 


6. And laſtly, The Scripture repreſents Chriſt 
as the Saviour, and teſtifies of the Salvation that 
came by him; a Salvation not merely from the 


gui't of fin, from Hell and the wrath to come, | 


or the ſecond death; but a Salvation from Sin it 
ſelf here, as well as from the puniſhment here- 
2itcr. | Salvatzon 
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Satvation'ls not to be look?d upon as a mere out- 
ward privilege or favour, without making any 
inward real change in the Man , bur it is a paſſing 
from death tolife (as the Phraſe is, 1 Fob. 3. 14.) 
The Salvation by Chriſt is not only to be conſt» 
der*d as a deliverance from the outward evil of 
ſin, from the pain and puniſhment of Sin in Hell; 
but it 1s to be confider*d as an inward thing, a 
State of Spiritual Life yz it is to be ſaved from the 
inward living Hell, the fireof luſt burning in the 


Souls of wicked men; it is to be ſaved from all the 


evil of Sin, all the miſery of it; from Sin it ſelf, 
which is the greateſt miſery, the greareſt evil of 
the Soul; it is to be ſaved from our own Wills, as 
willing contrary to God, and ſtanding in perfect 
enmity to his Will. And except we be ſaved 
from this willing contrary to God, Omnipoten= 
Cy it ſelf cannot make us happy : It being as im- 
poſlible for one to be happy wichout being thus 
ſaved from ſin, as to be perfectly ſound and heal- 
thy without being ſaved and freed from fores and 
ſickneſſes : Sin is as truly the evil, diſtemper and 
ſickneſs of the Soul, as any Diſeaſe is the evil of 
the Body. And if there were no ſuch tor- 
ments in Hell for the puniſhment of Sin (as un- 
doubtedly there are) yet except the Soul were 
ſaved from 'Sin, it could not be Happy, or capa- 

ble of the Heavenly Salvation; for to be ſaved is 

to be freed from every thing that would hinder 

the Soul from being bleſſed. | 

So that Salvation from' firſt to laſt includes the 

ſeveral ſtages and progreſſions in the paſling from 

the death of Sin, the: carnal mind and corrupt 


nature; vatd a Spirireal State and Divine Life, 
unto that-Peace and Life which is in being ſpiricu- 
 ally- minded, Rom, 8. £ | 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap.IY. 
* This is the full and compleat notion of the $,}. 
vation by Chriſt. 


And this it is fully to know Feſw#« the Saviour ; 


to know him in his Offices; to know the ends of 


his coming into the World ; to know the fellow. 
ſhip of his Sufferings and power of his Reſur. 
rection; to know him in his Precepts, Promiſes, 
and the Pattern of his Life, and to what ends theſe 
were deſigned : All which the Scripture doth te- 
ſtify concerning Chriſt, as I have generally hinted. 


And if we do not thus know Chriſt, we are more 


ignorant than we are aware. 
Bu: O how many Souls are ;gz0rant and void of 
this Knowledge of Chriſt Feſws ! 


II. A N D-for the third particular [the Xnow- 
leage of our ſelves] how ignorant are many as to 
this! And is It not matter of juſt aſtoniſhment 
that men ſhonld be the greateſt ſtrangers at home, 
and de leaſt acquainted with themſelyes ? ls it not 
a ſtrange piece of Ignorance, that they ſhould fo 
little know themſelves, when as it is their near- 
eſt concernment perfectly to know how it is with 
them ? 

Some indeed look into themſelves, and have a 
knowledge of themſelves, but it is a falſe and miſta- 
ken knowledge; they look on themſelves in a falſe 
glaſs (Self-conceit and Spiritual Pride is that falſe 
glaſs) which repreſents them others than indeed 
they are. "They are wiſe 5n their own eyes, and a 
woe is denounced to ſuch, Iſa. 5.21, All their 
ways are clean and right in their own eyes, as Solomon 
{peaks of ſuch, Prov. 16. 2. and Ch. 21. 2. Where- 
as if they would look into the glaſs of the Divine 
Law,they ſhould ſee that things are out of order in 
their Souls; and that in this lapſt and fallen ove 
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the Soul is not as it ſhould be, nor as it wasin its 


| firſt and beſt eſtate; Darkneſs and Blindneſs in 


the Underſtanding, Impurity in the Heart, Vani- 
ty and inordinacy in the Will and Aﬀetions : 
And becauſe we are wholly depraved in the unre- 
generate ſtate, that there is need that the renew- 
ing Grace of the Holy Spiric ſhould ſand:fy 1s 
wholly, our whole Spirit and Soul and Body, as 
the Apoltle ſpeaks, 1 Theſ. 5. 


BUT O how few have ſuch a particular know- 
ledge of themſelves as muſt neceſſarily go before 
Repentance; a particular knowledge of themielyes 
as ſinful ! 

Generals do not afte&. To ſay in the general, 
We are all ſinners, and in a cuſtomary formal way 
to ask mercy, is far from the 1piric of Repertance. 
Nor is it enough for men only to take notice of 
their groſſer and greater Sins, which are more 
open to the view and obſeryation of others 

But he that would throughly know himſelf, muſt 
have a particular, diſtinCt fighr of his Sins, of the 


Sins of the heart, as well as tho!e that break forth 


into acts; of ſecret faults; of the filthineſs of che 
ſpirit, as well as that of the fleſh ; of any ſecret 
tendencies and inclinations to ſin:. and muſt be 
ſenſible of the evil that is in tiieſe; ſenſible of his 


ſins, and the ſinfulneſs of them in their ſeveral 


aggravations. | 
Without this diſtint and particular fight and 


ſenſe of his ſins, there will not be godly ſorrow 
. for ſin; and without god!y forrow for fin there 


will be no repentance ; and without repentance, 
no remiſſion or pardon of fin ; and without par- 
don of fin, no bleſſedneſs or (alyation. 
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BUT now this more particular ſight and 
knowledge of our fins cannot be had without 
Self-examination, and comparing our ways (the 
ways of our hearts, the inward acts and motions 
of the Soul, as well as the ways of our outward 
actions) with the Rule of holy Obedience; and 
that is the *Vili of God revealed in our Conſci- 
ences (for there is the Law written upon the 
heart) bur more clearly and particularly revealed 
in tite divinely-inſpired Scriptures. And to this 
end tacre is a necellity of ſeaſonable retirements 
from the noiſe and hurries, the cares and buſineſs 
of the World : For fo great a work as this (which 
requires our greateſt attention) is not-to be tran(- 
acted in a crowd and multitude of men and buſi- 
neſs, in the midit of noiſe and diſtractions. 

*T will be very hard to keep up Religion 3n 
power and vigour, to preſerve that more Divine 
and Spiritual Fiame of Heart, without hoiy re- 
tiredneſs, without ſeaſonable withdrawings from 
the noiſes of the world, and introverſions into thy 
ſelf. Hence it is (beſides other impediments) 
that Politicians, and the great and buſy men of 
the World, who are much engaged in worldly 
Cares, Intereſts and ſenſual Pleaſures, that are 
immerſt in the World, and ſwallowed up in the 
Cares of the World, viz. how they ſhall raiſe 
themſelves to ſuch an eſtate, ſuch dignities and 
preferments, how to bring about their worldly 
deligns; hence, I ſay, it is that ſuch men (how 
knowing and wiſe ſoever they may feem in their 
generation) are at the greateſt diſtance from the 
true Knowledge of God, and of themſelves, from 
the inward power of Religion ; and are as unskil- 
fulin the inward things of Religion, in the things 
of Heaven, as others are in the !atrigues and _ 
0 


OC— 
eee ono 


Chap. IV. Chriſtian Love. 


of worldly policies, which are full of falſhood 
and diſſimulation, and which they that mind ber- 
ter things care not to encumber themſelves 
with. 

In Silence and ſolitude ( that which is true 
Solirude, which 1s to be ſecluded from worldly 
thouzghts and cares, as well as from worldly com- 
pany) there 1s the beſt advantage to try thy ways, 
to know the ſtate of thy Soul, and to come to the 
better knowiedge of thy ſelf, and toknow moreof 
God alſo. 

And having thus in ſtilineſs and ſilent retice- 
ments communed witi: thy heart, tried thy ways, 
and hereby attained a greater ſenſe of thy 
own ſinfulfieſs, thy unworthy, unthankfol and 
unfaithful walkirngs before God ; and thus know- 
ing theevil and danger of Sin, thou art more con- 
cerned to inquire after that great Salvation re- 
vealed in tie Goſpel, which declares Go#d's rea- 
dineſs to be reconciied and to receive us into his 
grace and favour, upon the terms and conditions 
declared in the t3oſpel; which as they are moſt 


neceſſary, ſo moiſt juſt, worthy and becoming us. 


AND thus I have given you a view of that 
Knowled:e of God, of Chriſt, and of ourſelves, 
which Souls (as they love their we:fare, and would 
ſecure their Salvation.) ſhould be poſleſt of. 

And now what weil-inſtruted Cirriſtian is 
there#who loves God and Chriſt in ſincerity, and 
knows the preciouſneſs and worth of Souls, chat 
is not. moſt compaſlionately affected , when he 
conſiders how mindleſs many Soals are of what 
moſt concerns them ? And ſeeing ſuch ignorance 
in Souls, ſhould he not judge it. the moſt neceſſa- 
ry Charity, to attord his -———— and _— 
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It concerns every private Chriſtian that js 
well-inſtrutted, every good man that hath a good 
treaſure in his beart (-atth. -2. 35. ) tobe help- 
foul in his private capacity unto the neceſſities of 
other s Souls. 

"ur more particularly in this Charity to Souls 
that are ::worant and in want of the beſt Know- 
ledge. are concerned, 

1 Parents, In Epheſ. 6. 4. Parents are expreſl- 
ly co:1manded 70 bring up a "1 iarven mn the nnure 
ture and admn'tion of *he Lord, tbat IS, betimes 
to acqu- of them with the knowledge of their 
Dury to God. 

Parents ſhould begin early with their Children. 

Their mzzds (that are dark aid ignorant) can- 
not he coo ſ-on enlightned, to know God and 
their Duty to kim Their Wills (tnat are vain 
and fooliſh) cannor be too ſoon direct-d ay de- 
termined to the belt choice; to choole the fear 
of the Lord, to chooſe tie good way, and Hea- 
ven that it leads to. | hey cannot be too ſoon put 
Into ſome preparedneſs for the other World, 
where they muſt be for ever ; conſidering itis un- 
cerialu how ſon (in the mornivg, or forenoon 
of their age) they may he called out of this pre- 
ſent Worid by death. 
Not that Parents ſhould puzzle the heads, and 
amnze the young-reaſonings of their Children 
with any nice and perplext Speculations, doubt- 
{al and unneceſlary DoCtrines. 4 

Nor are they to lay unmerciful tasks and bur- 
dens upon them, and maze the way of Religion 
tedious to them. But they ſhould by degrees inſtil 
Principles into them, as they are able to receive 
and bear them ; and allow them thoſe innocent 
avertiſements which are Proper to their They 
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They ſhould ina familiar way inſtrutt them, here 
a little ana there a little, line upon line, precept up- 
on precept ;, by ſoft and eaſie ſteps teaching them 
to. go in the way of the Lord, as befits thoſe to 
be dealt with that are weared from the milk, and 
drawn from the breaſts, as the Prophet Eſay 
ſpeaks, ch. 28 ». 9, 10. | 

And let Parents go this with all the SweetnefG 
and Love imaginable z and by their beſt arts and 
encouragements invite them to the love and li- 
king of Religion. So S. Ferome, writing to Le- 
74 about the Education of her daughter Paula - 
S1quo gaudeat etatula quod intueri, trattare, nomi- 
nare jucundum fit , in medium afferatur , ut wmter 
nutricum blanditias & puellarum luſus Chriſti gu- 
ftum hauriat, Axd let them nor. forget to encou- 
rage them to their duty to God, by frequent re- 
preſenting to them the Reward and Happineſs 
which God will beſtow upon them that mird theic 
Duty ; and repreſenting that Reward, in ſuch a 
way of ſimilitudes, &c. as is moſt apt to affect 
them. 

This is the Love and Kindneſs which Fathers 
and Mothers ſhould expreſs to the Souls of their 
Children ;, and do it betimes, before bad Princi- 
ples or bad Habits have got ſuch a power in them 


as may make their after-advicesleſs cffetual. and ' 


before the Virgin-innocency of their Youth be 
corrupted by bad Company or Diſcourſe. 

The Diſcourſe they often hear, the Company 
they are moſt with, the Examples that are much 
before them, have a great power to mold and faſhi- 
on them, either for the'better or for the worſe; 
and therefore Parents are ſpecially concerned to 
ſet good Examples, and to be all that which they 


would haye their Children to be. 
| H 4 2, And 
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2. And what I have ſaid of Parents, in refe- 
rence to their Children, is moſt confeſledly and 
apparently true of the Duty of thoſe that bave the 
Government of Youth (who are Vice-Parents) and 
alſo of the Maſters of Families. Yea, theſe are 
more concerned in this Charity , becauſe thoſe | 
under their charge are paſt Childhood, and are 
arrived to more knowledge, and their Reaſon is 
more grown, and more capable of better know- 
ledge; as alſo they are more endangered by the 
|) Temptations of the world than when they were 
Children. 4nd O that ſuch would conſider what 
good they might do, and what evil they might 
Prevent, if they applied their beſt Diligence up- 
en this Occaſion ! 


3- And more particularly ſtill, the X4:nifters 
of the Goſpel are concerned in this Charity to 
Souls, to thoſe eſpecially under their reſpeCtive 
charges. They are to teach the good kowledge of 
the Lord, -aS*tis ſaid of the Levites in Hezehiah's 
reign, 2 Chron. 30. 22, and with S. Paul, to de- 
clare.all the counſel of God, Afts 20. 


SECONDLY, The Soul ſecure and hardned 
in ſin, ſtands in need of Chriſtian Reproof and ſea- 
ſonable Admonition, Though it be not ſo igno- 
rant as in the former particular; and is not ſo 
much under the want of the knowledge of its 
Duty, as it is of the right Improvement of that 
knowiedge, yet becauſe it fins againſt more light 
and knowledge (which makes its fins more ſinful, 
and its caſe the worſe) it ſtands the more in need 
(of this inſtance of thy Charity, viz. Chriſtian 
Reprodf and Admonition. 

But there 1s a Cifference to be made ; Of on 
aye 
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have compaſſion, making a difference, ſaith S. Jude. 
Some are of more flexible and perſwadeable 1 em- 
pers, and are not fo far goie in fin; but bave 
been only overtaken in a Fauit, thro!g': ſome ſud. 
den Surpriſal and Temptation ; che general and 
more conſtant courle of whoſe Life 1s better or- 
dered: And in this caſe the Apoici?s advice is, 
Gal. 6. 1. Ye that are ſpiritual r:ſtore ſuch an one in 
the ſpirit of merkneſs. The Greek word [ warap- 
ritzre ] ſignifies, ranquam laxatum membrum in 
proprium locun reducite. As when one, by a fall, 
hath put any bone or n::mber out of joint, to ſet 
it right again, to pur ir into its proper place 
this muſt be done with 2 ſoft hand. 

But as for others who are kabitna!, obdurate 
Sinners, whole Life is a courſe oi Sin, and live 
in carnal Security, they are to be ;e>nked and re- 


proved S7riuys (as the Apoltie?s word is In Tr. 
1. 13.) ſharply, cuttingly;, their Condition needs 


it. To do thus isa k:ndneſs tothem. 

The Chirurgeon that cuts and launces and ſear- 
ches deep into the Wound or Sore ; though he 
applies things that pain grievouſly for the while ; 
yet heis not, in doing thus, ſuppoſed to wiſh 111, 
but to mean kindneſs to his Patient, and to de- 
ſign his cure So all other Methods of flattering 
and indulgent \ien do but only palliate ard skin 


* over the Wound : But faithful are the wounds of a 


friend (as Solemon faith.) A true Friend that 
doth not flatter, but freely and plainly admoniſh- 
es, he wounds only that he may cure. And as, 


' In doing thus, he ſhews himſelf a Friend, and this 


his friendly Reproof is an aft of Kindneſs and 


Love; ſo will the other, when he is better'd by 


it, and finds that this way of curing him hath done 


him good, acknowledge itz ſo true is that of 
Solomon 
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LL Diſcourſe of Chap. IV. 
Solomon (Prov. 28. 23.) He that rebuketh a man, 
afterwards ſhall find more favour than he that flate 
tereth with the tongue. 

To David Reproof was a kindneſs, and as a 
ſoveraign ointment. Thus in Pſal. 141. 5. Let 
the righteous ſmite me (though he ſmite hard; for 
the word 73977) ſignifies ro ſmite with wn ham- 
mer , | from TM1nR9N, to ſmite hard and often) it 
ſhall be a kindneſs : let him reprove me, it ſhall be an 
excellent oil, which ſhall not break my head. And 


if David, a man after God's heart, the more 


conſtant courſe of whoſe Life was a continual 


-- ſerving of the Will of God in his generation, 


was ſenſible of the need of it, and did number it 
amongſt the kindneſles that were done to him ; 
how neceſlary is it for thoſe who go on ſecurely 
in a courſe of Sin and Vanity; how true a kind- 
neſs is it for a Chriſtian, or for a Friend, to ad- 
miniſter ſeaſonable and pri:zdent Reproof to ſuch. 
And not to be ſo hardy and faithful as to do it, 
peccantem non audere reprehendere, even Tully cal- 
led it maximam peftem amicitie, the greateſt bane 
of Friendſhip. 

_ If thou doſt not reprove and admoniſh thy 
Brother freely and plainly (and more ſmartly as 
there is need) if thou doſt not ſhew him his 
Tranſgreſſions, and the great danger heis in (of 
which it may be he is inſenſible) and afford him 
' thy beſt aſliſtances to his amendment, but doſt 
ſuffer ſin vpon his Soul ; thou doſt not walk #7 
Love to thy Brother, but, in God?s account and 
eſteem of things, thou hateſt him in thy heart. 

To this purpoſe is that cbſervable Command 
in Lev. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt not hate thy brother 1# 
thy heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke him (or, in 
reproving thou ſhalt reprove him, IN MANN, 3- 
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acyup iniytas LXX. the words imply intenſe- 
neſs and earncitnels) and not ſuffer ſin upon him. 


NOW for the right manner of expreſſing 
this Charity, take theſe brief DireCtions. 

:. Do it prudently and with diſcretion ; do it 
ſeaſonably. It is a ſort of ſpiritual Phyſick, which 
(as all other Phyſick) muſt be adminiſtred with 
care and Judgment, and when with beſt advan- 
tage it may meet with the Diſtemper, and work 
kindly. 

2. Do it ſoberly; withont Paſſion, Pride, in- 
ſulting or upbraiding ; without any mixtures of 
bitter Z-al; but on the contrary,with the greateſt 
Chzrity and Purity of Intention. 

3. Do it with Patience, and with Courage. 
And, for thy encouragement, conſider, That it 
is che higheſt Beneficence and Charity that a man 
is capable of doing to another, 


THIRDLY, The Soul, in doubts and per- 
plexitiesp has need of ſafe Direftion and Connſel. 

There are rmo kinds of Doubts, one in refe- 
rence to our Duty; the other in reference to our 
Eſtate, what it is God-ward, and in reference to 
Eternity. This latter fort will fall in to be ſpo- 
ken to in the fifth Particular : The former is the 
proper buſineſs of this preſent Conſideration: 

The well-minded and fincerely-religious Soul 
is ſometimes in the dark, knows not what is beſt 
to be done ; and yet would fain know its Duty, 


. what is the good and acceptable and perfect will 


of God, being in a preparedneſs todoit. Now 
the Love which a well-inſtructed Chriſtian ſhould 


Expreſs to a Soul in this caſe, is according to the 


beſt of his $kill and ſpiritual prudence to direct 
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and guide ſuch a Soul in the way wherein it ſhould 
wa'k; to diſtribute the beſt counſel, and the moſt 
ſeaſonable and proper advice out of that ſtore of | 
ſpiritual Knowledge which he hath gained and 
laid up ; agreeably to St. Peter*s Exhorration, 1 
Epift. 4. 10. As every man hath recerved the pift, 

even ſo miniſter the ſame one to another , as good 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of God. For what 
hath any one which he hath not received, and 
whatioever Gift auy one hath received, ir.is (as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1' Cor. 12. 7) to profi- vithal, 
Te3s 73 ovughery, for the benefir and advantage - 
of others, that he may be ſerviceable to the good 


_ of others. 


When David was in ſtraits and perplex'ties, 
Fonathan (as we read) did more than once Hhew 
himſelf as a Friend to David, in directin.; and 
counſelling him what to do. And wher. thou 
art in doubts and perplexities, under ,fe2rs and 
ſcrupuloſities; when thy Mind is in ſuch obſcu- 
rities, that thou canſt not ſee thy way before thee; 
he that is a true Chriſtian Friend muſt needs be 
{ſenſible of thy ſtate, and do as for his own Soul. 
In the language of the Ancients, 5 gia@- Eree; 
et3s, a Friend is alter ipſe another himſelf. And 
the Scripture alſo ſpeaks in the ſame ſtrain, Devr. 
T3. 6. [FUDJI) NR TN — thy Friend which 1s as 
thine own Soul. ] Which expreſſion is thrice uſed 
in 15am. of that incomparable pair of Friends, 
Fonathan and David. 

But theſe perplexing doubts and ſollicitous 
fears are moſt incident to thoſe Chriſtians that are 
weak in the Faith, and are but of little ſtanding 
in the School of Chriſt; or if they have been a 
conſiderable while there, yet have not improved 
the advantages for Knowledge and Holineſs 

T7 which 


45 


Chap. IV. Chriſtian Love. 
which they enjoyed, and have made but a ſmall 
progreſs in Religion. And theſe ſtand moſt in 
need of thecharitable aſſiſtance of ſuch a Friend 
as may be a religious Guide and ſpiritual Dire- 
ctor ; and ſhould beg of God, with the greateſt 
fervency, that they may not fall into the hands 
of an unskilful Phyſician and unqualified Guide; 
but that they may meet with ſuch a Chriſtian 
Friend as may ſafely direct them. 


N O W the beſt Gazides of doubting Souls 
are, 

1, The experienced Chriſtians; they that have 
made a good progreſs in the ways of Religion, 
and are therefore not unskilful in the word of 
Righteouſneſs: ſuch as by reaſon of uſe have 
their Senſes (the powers of the Soul, which are 
the aidnriea of the inward man) exerciſed to 
diſcern between good and evil, as the Apoſtle doth 
fitly expreſs it in Heb. 5. ulr. Their knowledge 
of :Religion is an inward divine Senſe, it is a ſa- 
youry reliſhing , an inward feeling Knowledge. 
They know divine Truths by feeling the power 
and energy of thoſe Truths working and prevail- 
ing within them. What it is to repent and be- 
lieve, to deny themſelves, to bear the Croſs of 
Chriſt, and to mortifie the Body of fin, they 
know. not merely by definitions of Repentance 
and Faith, Self-denial and Mortification, which 
are in Books; but by Life and Practice. What it 
is to be pure'in heart, poor in ſpirit, meek and 
lowly in heart, crucified unto the world, and 
perfectly reſigned to the will of God; they 
know by being the things which they know. 
They know Divine things more feelingly and ful- 


ly, ina better and clearer light than others, on 
ave 
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be miſtaken and deceiyed themielyes, 
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have their knowledge merely from the writings 


and reports of others. And: thus detivi::g their 
Knowledge from Experience aiid Obedience, they 


are beſt enabled for. the guiding and aſſiſting of 


Souls that are in doubts and darkneſs. 


2. Such as are Perſons of great Humility, Cha- 


rity and Faithfulneſs. All which they will be, if 


they be experienced, and have made a good pro- 
greſs in Religion. 

1. Humility. ] To which join alſo XMeekrneſs 
and Patience, - which are Graces near a- kin to Hu- 
mility, and always accompany it. The Guides 
and Dzreftors of Souls mult not inſult over nor de- 


ſpiſe the weakneſſes of others; but quietly and 


gently are to bear with their Scruples and Doubts 
and unneceſſary Queſtions, though repeated 
ſometimes to a tedious exerciſe of their Patience. 
This the Apoſtle Paul required in Timothy and 
every Servant of the Lord, to qualifie him for 
this Office of Chariry, That he {hould be gentle 
unto all men, patient, in meekneſs inſtrulting thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves, 2 Tum. 2. ult. 

2. Charity. ] The Guides and Direftors of Souls 
in their converſe with thoſe that make applicati- 
on to them for counſel and direction in their 
ſtraits, are to expreſs always a moſt hearty and 
affeftionate deſire of and tender regard of their 

cod. | 
: 3. Faithfulneſs.] Spiritual Guides are to be per- 
ſons of the greateſt Integrity ;, ſuch in whoſe ſpi- 
rits and in whoſe mouth there ſhould be no guile : 
Elſe they may deceive, their Directions may be 
unſafe, and their Counlel dangerous ; as well as 
if they be unskilful and unexperienc'd, they may 
T heir 
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Their Faithfulneſs they mult approve, 

I. 1n dealing plainly with others. As they are 
not to be over-ſeyere and rigorous, where a mil- 
der method is more proper, and would be more 
effectual ; ſo neirher muſt they be too ſoft and 
indulgent, as El: was, whoſe conniving at, or 
too ſoftly reproving of his Sons for their ſins, 
was little leſs in God's account than an indulging 
of them in their vile wickedneſs. | 

2. In giving Counſel impartially ;, in not ſhun- 
ning to declare the whole counſel of God (as S. Paul 
ſpeaks of his Faithfulneſs, A#s 20.) in not con- 
cealing any thing which is for the real good of 
thole they deal. with. 

3. In keeping Counſel, When a troubled or 
perplexed Chriſtian hath.imparted the Secrets of 
his heart, that he might be aſliſted with the beſt 
advice, to diſcloſe them is a moſt deteſtable vio- 
lation and breach of the ſacred bond and truſt of 
Friend'hip, and ſuch as a truly Chriſtian Friend 
abhors with the greateſt abhorrence. 


FOURTHLY, The Soul, going on in the 
way of Religion , and in running its Chriſtian 
race, may meet with Diſficylties, and be ready to 
faint under them, and therefore ſtands in need of 
Encouragement. : 

The Soul being come .out of Egypr, the bon- 
dage and ſlavery of fin, and having travelled for 
ſome while in the Wilderneſs, the way to Ca- 
aan, may begin: to be diſheartened by the length 
and difficulty of the way, by the power and aſ- 
faults of its Enemies, the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil (all which war againſt the Soul:) And 
being wearied in holding out againſt the Tempta- 
tions, 


tions, that would allure to ſin under the pre- 
tence of Pleaſure or of Profit ; or againſt the 
Threatnings, Terrors, Troubles, Reproaches 
and Hardſhips that would diſſuade from a ſtri& 
minding of Religton ; may perhaps ſometimes 
think of returning to Egypr. 


And-now it concerns thoſe Chriſtians that are | 


more ſtrong in the Faith and rooted in Goodneſs, 
to expreſs their Love and Charity to ſuch a Soul 
as ſtands in need of being heartened and confirm- 
ed in the good way of Religion. 

It is an inſtarice of true Mercifulneſs and Cha- 
rity to ſuch fainting Souls, fo encourage them in 
their Chriſtian Courſe and Warfare ,- as Foſhus 
and Caleb did the 1/raclites, whoſe hearts began 
to melt and fail becauſe of the difficulties they 
were to encounter with in the winning of Ca- 
Naan. 


M I N D ſuch Souls of the Goodneſs and Power of 
God ; that he chat # in them 15 greater and mightier 
than he that ts in the world againſt them, (1 Foh. 4. 
4.) and God is as willing to make vs good, as the 
Devil to make us wicked and miſerable. 

Tell them that Chriſt hath conquered and tri- 
umph'd over Satan, Sin and Death: And he, the 
Captain of our Salvation, 1s ready to ſuccour vs, 
and to ſend us plentiful ſupplies of his Spirit; 
if we will keep our ground, ſtand and withſtand 
in the evil day: And if we reſt, ftedfaft in the 
faith, he aſſures us we ſhall have the Victory, and 
be more than Conquerors through him that loved u4 ; 
and he aſſures us of the Crows of life,'a Reward 
unexpreſlibly glorious. The conſideration of all 
which ſhould put Spirit and Courage into all the 
Souldiers of Chriſt, + - - POTTER. 
| Encou- 
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Encourage the fceble and fainting Chriſtians to 

have Faith in God, to be ſtrong in the Lord and in the 
power of his might. Bid them take heed of looking 
back to Sodom, whence they are eſcaped and pulled 
out by the merciful hand of God. Bid them take 
heed of the leaſt thought of turning back to Egype, 
as the Iſraelites had fuch a thought by- reaſon of 
their Vnbelief. 

And here conſider that there is a double Unbelief, 
(1.) an Unbelicf in relation to the Mercy of God in 
Chriſt, for the Pardon of Sin 3 and (2.) an Unbelicf 
in relation to the Goodneſs and Power of God, for the 
ſubdzing of Sin and all the Luſits that war againſt 
the Soul, 

In both ſorts of Unbelief God is highly diſho- 
— and therefore ſhould a Chriftian beware of 

oth. 

The former fort of Unbelief is uſually taken notice 
of, and infilicd upon, in Sermons and Books ; 
whereas the other is but little mentioned. But if 
the Evil and Danger of the /atter were clearly and 
powerfully reprelented, and Men were frequently 
warned to beware of it: If they were encouraged 
to have Faith in the gracious Powcy of God and 
rainded, that as we are to believe that Chriſt came 
to make an atonement for Sin, that it may not be 
imputed to us upon our Repentancez fo weare to 
believe that Chriſt was manifeſted in the fleſh for this 
purpoſe, that he might deſtroy the works of the Devil, 
(1 Foh. 3.8.) that Sin might be ſubdued in us, 
and have no more dominion over us: This would 
make more ſirong and healthy Chriſtians, would 
put life and vigour into them, would encourage and 
engage them to all Obedience and Patience, to ſhcw 


forth the mighty Virtue and Power of Religion, 


and to gloritie God more. 
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It is the contrary Unbelief that keeps Chriſtians 
low and weak, lazy and faint, in a fickly and ſome- 
times in a Bed-rid Condition. Yea, ſome think 
they honour and pleaſe God in a lazy complaining of 
their Impotencies ard Iotirmities: Bat they would 
truly honour him, if they would up and be doing, 
according, to what they have received of him, Men 
cry out upon the ſtrength of Sins and Paſſions, and 
the impoſſibility of Obedience; but they never 
made a ſufficient trial, they never ſet themſelves to 
the work for any conſiderable time, they never {et 
themſelves in good earneti to oppole the Lullts that 
warin their Members. | 
O then wiſh all weil-minded Chriſtians (though 
weak and ready to faint ſometimes) to beware of 
Unbelief, leſt they fall ſhort of the Spiritual Canaan, 
and entring into the Reſt of Gods as it befel che 
uobelicving Tſraelites, who periſhed in the Wilder- | 
nels, and none of many Thouſands that came out of 
Egypt entred into Canaan, but Two only, Caleb 
and Foſhuab, Men of another Spirit and that fol- 
lowcd God fully, who were full of Faith, and en- 
couragcd the People to believe and proſper. 


FIFTHLY, The Soul in Afiidions and ſpir- 
ual Deſertions, ſtands in need of Comfort. 

When Souls think themſelves forſaken of God, 
and thereupon are full of Heavineſs; or when they 
are broken and pained at the fight and ſenſe of their 
Sins: la ſuch a diſconſolate Condition, it isa true 
and great Inſtance of Chriſtian Love and Charity to 
Souls, toſpeakx words of Comfort to theſe Mourners 
in $7on, to revive the Spirits of theſe humble ones. 
 __ Love, if it meets with a Chriſtian wounded in 

Spirit, doth not as the Prieſt and Levite, only look 


on and paſs by : But like the good Samaritan, hath 
| Compatlion, 
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Compaſſion, binds up his Wounds, pours in Wine 
and Oyl, and takes care of him in this day of his 
Spiritual Diſtreſs. 

A Brother is born for Adverſity, (aith Solomon, Prov, 
17.17. Andſois a Friend. To him that is fflicied 
pity ſhould be ſhewed from bis Friends, faith Fob, chap. 
6. v.14. he takes it for granted, he ſuppoſeth it to 
be a Caſe, of the Equity whereof all are convinced. 
And of all Adverſities and Afflitions thole that are 
inward and ſpiritual, arc the ſoreft and molt preſſing, 
and therefore to be pitied above all, 

But ſuch ſerious Chriſtians as have felt the 
gricfs and pains of -a wounded Spirit, they are moſt 
able to ſhew Mercy, and to expreſs their Charity to 


Souls in this DiRreſs, 


They are beſt able to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, be- 
cauſe they can ſpeak from Experience: They know 
belt the ſtate of tick and pained Souls : They can beſt 
Skill the Language of a wounded and broken Spirit ; 
gueſs at what it would ſay, when its Grief is fo full 
that it cannot expreſs it 1n Words. 

And therefore they ſhould be moſt ready to pity 
and help diſconſolate Souls, as knowing their in- 
ward Pain, and how much it ſtands in need of Re- 


lief. 


Good-natured Perſons love to tell what did them 
good againſt ſuch or ſuch a Sicknels, Sore, or Pain 
in their Bodies, So ſhould well-minded Chriſtians 
do for the Sozls of others : They ſhould be ready to 
impart, what they have found to be moſt available 
for the recovery of their Sus. 

They ſhould tell the Sick Soul what Means were 
moſt ſoveraign to purge out their Corruptions, and 
to remove the Morbifick Matter, the root and 
ground of Spiritual Diſtempersz what was molt ct- 


tccual to the curing of their Dropfie-thirſt after the 
TH things 
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things of this World, what moſt proper to allay the 
violent Heats and Fits of their Pafhons, what took 
down the Swelling of their Pride : In a word, what 
Method or Courſe was moſt available againſt ſuch 
a Corruption, ſuch aLuſt, orſuch a Temptation, 

They ſhould tell the Mozraful Soul, what Promi- 
ſes in the Good Word of God, as alſo what Confi- 
dcrations of the Nature of God (as well as of his 
Will) did moſt revive them, or did quiet them moi, 
and enable them to Patience. 

And if any reftored Chriſtians be not ſo ready to 
this fo ſeaſonable Charity, as they ought, let them 
know, That having felt the refreſhing Comforts of 
God's Spirit, the feaſonable Supplies of his Grace 
and Strength, they have not this Comfort for them- 
ſelves only, or for their own, but for others good 
alſo. L 

God, in the various diſpoſals of his Providence, 
doth not aim at the good of one onely, but of 
many. 

To this purpoſe is very pertinent that in 2 Cor. x. 
6. Whether we be afflicted, it is for your conſolation 
and Salvation, =—— or whether we be comforted, it is 
for your Conſolation and Salvation. And ver. 3, 4+ 
Bleſſed be God -—» the God of all Comfort , who 
comforteth us in all our Tribulation, that we may be able 
zo comfort them which are in any trouble, by the Comfort 
wherewith we are comforted of God, 


A N D thus I have ſhewed what the chief ants 
of the Sor} are, and how the Chriſtian Love and 
Charity ſhould expreſs it (elf in ſuch Reljefs as are 
proper to them, 


HI. As for the Body, or Outward Man, theſe are 
{me of the Realities of Chriſtian Love. ; 


$ 
Love 
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Love feeds the Hungry, refreſhes the Thirfly ; and +; 
doth this even for Enemies. 

Love cloths the Naked. A fair Inftance was Doy- 
cas, Als 9, | 

Love viſits the Sick , helps them to make their bed 
_ eaſe jo their Sickneſs, by its ſympathizing with 
them, by ſeaſonable Advice, and perſuading to Pati- 
ence, and by minding what is beſt for their outward | 
Condition, 

Love remembers thoſe that are in bonds, as if bound 'f 
with them, 

Love weeps with thoſe that weep (melts into the 
ſame common fiream) is affiited with thoſe that are 
affiifted, and helps them to bear their Croſs. | 

In ſhort, Love makes a Man to be Eyes to the 4 
Blind, Feet to the Lame, and a Father to the poor, l 
as upright Feb ſpeaks of his own merciful Spirit, . + 
Chap. 29. 


THESE, and ſuch like, are the Aﬀs of Love 
towards Man in his outward Eſtate. 

Nor arc theſe Inftances of Love ſuch mean 
things, and of ſmall Importance, as they may 
ſeem to be by the Practices and Lives of many 
| Chriſtians, who are far from theſe Labonrs of 

Love. 

The great Enquiry at the day of Judgment (the 
great Audit and time of Accounts) will be about 
this ſo much negle&ed part of Religion, about Acts 
of Mercy; as we may obſerve, Aatth. 25. 

- Adctsof Mercy are particularly called good Works. 
And though there are other good Works neceſſary 
to Salvation, and acceptable to God through Chriltz 
yet God hath a ſpecial regard, inthe ſhewing or de- 
nying of Mercy at the laſt day, to Mens ſhewing or 


denying Mercy here. 


b1 


2 There 
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There is a very high and excellent Expreſſion to 


this purpoſe in James 2. 3 He ſhall have Fudgment 
withgut Mercy, who hath ſhewed no Mercy ; and Mer- 


cy rejoiceth againſt Judgment. 


He ſhall have Judgment without Mercy who hath 


ſhewed no Mercy. ] A Judgment without any mix- 
tures of Mercy, not allay'd or mitigated with Mer- 


cy, eos dviagws, (hall paſs upon him, who ſhewed 


- no Mercy whilſt he lived in the World, and had 
* Abilities to ſhew it : He ſhall be ſeverely dealt with 


by God at the great day of Judgment. 

And (or But) Mercyrejoiceth, ( 9T:y91X4T, plg. 
rieth) againſt Judgment. | Mercy cauleth a Chriſti- 
an, in whom this gracious Diſpolition is found, to 
boaſt and rejoice in Chriſt againſt the Judgment of 
Cond<cmnation, that it ſhall not come upon him : 


- It qualifies and enables a Chriſtian to enjoy himſelf 


in an holy!Confidence and bleſſed Security, that he 
ſhall not be hurt by that Judgment of God, which 
ſhall paſs vpon the World at the great Day. 

A merciful frame of Heart (with the agreeable 
Fruits and Effects of it) is a proper and ſoveraign 
means to ſecure a Man againſt the Judgment of 
Condemnation, and the Fear of it. 

Love, in a Chriſtian, regularly acting, is the 
Divine Nature ia him 3 and there can be no ground 
of Jealoulic to (uſpect and fear leſt God ſhould ſend 
his own Nature into Hell. 


Again, Love, expreiling it (elf in Ads of Mercy 
toward the Needy and Aﬀicted, 15 an eminent 
Demonſt:ation of the Truth and Reality of Reli- 

07, q 
, To this purpoſe 15 that pregnant Place, Fames 1. 
lt. Pare religion, and undefiled, before God and the 
Father, is this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows in 
their 
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their Affiidtion, and to keep bimſelf unſpotted: from 
the World. A fcrious and well to be conſidered 
Place. 

There are many of the Chriſtian Profeſſion that 
can talk of God and Chriſt, placing Religion in 
Words and outward Obſervances, who are yet en- 
tangled in Lufis, and without any pitiful regard to 
others 3 ſo that for all their glorious Diſcourſes, for 
all their Words and Talking, their Religion is vain, 
waTuC 1 Ypnorcia, But this is the true and genuine 
Religion, vYpnoxcie x8-e7 2h druas]os, pure and unde- 
filed Religion, this is the right Chriltianity, which 
doth exprels it ſelf in abſtaining from all Pollutions 


of the Fleſh and Spirit, in the eſcaping of the de- - 


flements of the World : And not only inabſtaining 
; from the Evil of the World ; but alſo in doing 
good, in putting on Bowels of Compaſſion, in 
works of Mercy and Benefticence towards the needy 
and afflicted, ſuch as Widows and Orphans uſually 
are In vilitivg and taking care for theſe diftrefſed 
ones; in fuch Acts of Charity and Beneficence as 
+ theſe, we ſhall prove the Reality of our Love to 
God, that our Religion is Pure and Vadefiled. 


In a word, Love, ſpreading and enlarging it (elf 
as the needs of Men are, is a Manifeltation and 
Proof of the New Creation, or putting on of the 
New Man, Col.3.10, 12. 

He that is a New Creature , his Heart of Stone is 
taken away, and his Heart is become an Heart of 
Fleſh 3 a ſoft Heart, an Heart apt to be affeQed 
with the Conditions of others : His Spirit will be 
opcned and enlarged into Defires and Endeavours 
that others may be reſcued from outward Miſeries 
(as well as inward) from thoſe pinching Neceth- 
ties that tempt Men to take the Name of God in 
1 4 vains 
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vain; the Condition of which hardens Atheiſts, 
and terapts ſome to queſtion the Providence of God, 


BUT more particularly to awaken and excite 
thofe that are rich in this World, zo be rich in good 
works, ready to diſtribute and willing to communicate, 
(according to the Apoſile's Rule in 1 Tim. 6, 18.) 
What will it profit thoſe Men that have gained fo 
much of the World, to keep it to themſelves, and 
not afford Comfort and Support to others whom 
they (ee in need ? 


To this purpofe is very pertinent that pathetical | 


Place in Fames 5. Go to now, ye rich Men, weep and 
bowl for yonr miſeries that ſhall come upon you. our 
riches are corrupted, and your garments moth. eaten, 
Jour gold and ſilver is cankered, and the ruſt of them 
ſhall be a witneſs againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſh as it 
were fire : ye have heaped up treaſure together for the 
laſt days. 

How ſhall ſuch be able to hold up their Heads and 
1.-ok Chriſt in the face at the Laſt Day : Chriſt, the 
Judge of ell the Earth, whom they would not feed, 
nor cloth, &c. in his Members? The Hearts of ſuch 
churliſh Nabals (hall die within tnem at the Fear of 
2pproaching Death or Judgment. With all their 
greedy purchating they purchaſe Shame-and Sorrow 
to themſclves, and a fearful expefation of Judg- 
ment, They trcafure up Wrath apaintt the day of 
Wrath. They are the Carſed that muſt go into ever- 
laſting Fire, Matth. 25. 7 

And this befide the Miſery ahd E vil here. There 
es a fore evil (aith Selomon) which IT bave ſeen under 
the Sun, namely, riches kept for (or by) the owners 
thereef to their burt, Ecclct. 5. 13. 

As a Curſe and Blaſt is conveyed and derived to 
Pclterity, which attends ERates ill-gotten, and ſooner 

Or 


"_ 
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| or later. (without Repentance and Reſtitution) 0- 


vertakes and conſumes them. So alſo this cuts off 


the Entail from many great Eſtates, that the laſt 
Poſſeſſors or Lords thereof were #ncharitable Perſons. 


| Tt isaccounted a great piece of Righteouſneſs for 

Men not to do wrong to others, not to hurt or in- 
jure any, not to over-reach or defraud any, not to 
oppreſs the Poor and Inferiours; and that what they 
poſſeſs is juſtly gotten or left to them, (res parta labo- 
re, Or res relita:) And itis well and praife-worthy, 
when Men can fay this truly. If there were more 
of ſuch in the World ,, the World would not be 
ſuch a Vale of Tears as it is, Mens Lives would not 
be fo bitter, there would not be ſuch Wailing, and 
ſo many Cries in the World, through Injuſtice, Op- 
preſſion and Unmercifulneſs, which enter into the 
Ears of the Lord of Sabbath. 

But it is not enough for Men not to do evil to 0- 
thers 3 but they mui alſo do good and communicate. 
'Tis not enough to be juſt, but they muſt alſo be 
charitable, The Covetous Worldling is abhorred of 
God as well as the Thief; and the Unmerciful man 
as well as the Murderer. Men may be condemned 
to Hell and Miſery as w.ll for want of Charity as 
for want of Fufticez and upon whether account it 
be, it's Miſery enough. 

And indeed that which is Charity, is alſo Fuſtice 

by God's Laws, though not by Man's: 
' - And jt is obſervable, That in the Seriptare-ſtile 


the word | Righteoufneſs | ſignifies Bounty, Mercy or -+ 


Charity, Thus Dan. 4. 27. Break off thy fins by 
Righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities by ſhewing mercy to 
the poor. Pſal. 112. 9. He hath diſperſed, he bath 
given to the poor > his Righteouſnels endureth for ever. 
And in the Proverbs often. So-alſo the word PTY 
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is often uſed by the Rabbins for Alms; and by the 
LXX. itis in many places rendered *Az1uogwn. * 

And that Charity is called Righteouſneſs, it im- 
ports, That it 1s not an Arbitrary thing, a thing to 
be done or not done, and {9 left to Mens choice; 
but that it is a Duty, a ſingular aG& and piece of 
Righteouſneſs, not to be omitted where Men are of 
Ability to cxprels it. 


This will appear, if we conſider, That theſe 
outward Poſcfhons which we have , are not our 
own : God is the true Owner of all that we have: 
We are not Proprietaries : We are but Stewards, ac- 
countable to our Lord and Maſter (the Lord of all 


the World) whoſe Talents we mutt not only not 


embezzel, but improve: 

Men may not do what they will with their Poſlel- 
fions, ſpare or ſpend as they pleaſe, but as God 
pleaſes, as he allows and directs them 3 and his 
pleaſure is ſufficiently declared in the Scripture. 

Mcn may not ſpare to feed and pleaſe themſelves 
with the ſight or thought of their Wealth ; or on- 
ly out of ſome ſelfiſh and narrow reſpeds, as if they 
wcre not at all concerned in the Conditions of their 
Fellow-Chrifiians, Neither may they. laviſh their 
riches upon their back and belly, making them in- 
firumental to Prideand Luxury, as Dives did, who 
was clothed is ſearlet and fine linen (or Silk, Bvay) 
and fared ſumptuouſly every day, (Luk. 16. 19.) in 
the mean while having no Charity and Pity for poor 
diſtrciled Lazarus, who lay at his gate, but got nc 


thing. Sarely menos Pride and Pleaſures , their | 
Backs and Bellies, ſhould not devour all that which | 
might (otherwiſe employ'd_J) abound to their ac-| 


count. 


There is a Lord who will ſay to every one (and 
"None 


— 
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none knows how foon) Come, give an account of 
thy Stewardſhip, for thou mayft be Steward no long- 


| Or 


Pertinent therefore is cur Saviour's Exnortation, 
in Lzke 16. 9. Make to your, ſeJves friends of the Mam- 
mon of wnrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlaſting habitations. In which words 
there: are three Difficulties, and therefore they are 
worthy to be cleared. 1. What is meant by the 
Mammon of Unvighteouſueſs. 2. What 1t is #0 make 
Friends of it, 3. What is meant by | they may re- 
ceive you. } 


I. For the Firſt, Mau 7 adxiz, Mammon of 
Unrighteouſneſs , or as it is Ver. 11. W#4wV% &d)xov, 
Unrighteous Mammon, is not to be underſtood here 
of Mammon or Riches unrighteouſly gotten, ill-got- 
ten Goods, ſuch as are got by Injuſtice, by any in- 
jurious, violent and wrongful Means. Chriſt was 
now ſpeaking to his Diſciples (ver. 1.) and we are 
not to think that Chritt did here ſuppoſe them to be 
in a Capacity, by il|l-gotten Goods, to make them- 
ſelves Friends for a better .reception in the other 
World. Nor will Riches, unrighteouſly gotten by 
Men, further, but hinder their being received into 
everlatiing Habications, without Repentance and 
Reſtitution. But either. | 

I, It's called the Mammon of Unrightemuſneſs (or 
unrighteous Mammon). becauſe it is the Obje& and 
Infirument of Unrighteouſneſs. It's that, in the 
gaining and gathering whereof a great many Men 


are guilty of much Unrighteouſneſs and Iniquity ; 
| orel(e in the uſe and (pending of it, they fall into ma- 


ny ſins, as Pride, and Senſuality, and the like Sins, 


which rich Men are moſt tempted to, More than 
a few 
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a few are unrighteous in the getting of this Mam- 
mon 3 and when they have got it, they either love ſor- 


didly to keep it, and to gripe and oppreſs the poor; 


or elſe they ſpend it in Riot and Luxury, and (as 
S. . Fames ſpeaks) conſume it upon their Luſts 5, and 
ſo they grow more wicked, and it becomes more 
and more, to them, the Mammon of Unrights 
ouſneſs. Or, 

2, It's called wewoyz aNuize (& av ) in oppo- 
ſition to pare dandy, the true Mammon or Richey, 
ver. 11. And this Oppoſition is a Key to open the 
Meaning of the Phraſe, and ſhews, that by what 
is render'd the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs (or un- 
righteous Mammon ) is to be meant the falſe or deceit- 
ful Mammon, viz. Worldly Riches. 

Earthly Treaſures are the falſe, deceitful , lying 
Riches 3; 4PW ÞDOD, as the Chaldee Paraphraſe hath 
it more than once. But Heavenly Riches, Spiritual 
good things ( Glory hereafter and Grace here ) 


which is the way to Glory; thele are the mw |. 


Riches, 


IT. And thus we come to ſhew what it is # 
make Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteoul- 
neſs. 
 Maketo your ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Un- 
righteonſueſs | i. e. By a wiſe Improvement of your 
Talents, of the Riches of this World entruſted to 
you as Stewards, make a good proviſion for your 


ſelves, in order to your ſpiritual Advantage in the 
other World ; which is cxpreft in the next words, 
That when ye fail they may receive you into everlaſting 
Habiations, | 
| 


| 
| 


IT, And the laft Difficulty is this, viz. What is 
meant by | they may receive you. | 
There 


| if 
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There is much debate about the [they], whether 
they are the good Angels, or the Friends, or good 


Works themſelves. But there needs to be no Con- 


troverſie. The Verb here may be taken imperſonally, 
NEorrw, they may receive you, i. e. ye may be received. 


It is an Idiom or Form of Speech not unuſual in the 
Scripture. In S, Luke's Goſpel there are three other 
Places where the like Idiom is, I will name but 
one, which is about a like Argument, in Chap. 12. 
ver, 20. Thou Fool, this night, a&-murten, they require 
thy Soxl of thee; where our Tranſlation hath it, thy 


_ |Soxl ſhall be required of thee. 


And now how powerſully ſhould the Confiderati- 
on of thoſe everlaſting Habitations awaken and excite 
Men to abound in Acts of Mercy and Charity to the 
poor and diſtreſſed, and to be ready to every good 
Work ! 7 

You dwell here but in houſes of clay, (Fob. 4.) 
in earthly tabernacles, (2 Cor. F.) But there is a City 
which bath Foundations , whoſe builder and maker is 
God, (Heb. 11.10.) there is a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, (2 
Cor. 5. 1.) there are everlaſting Habitations , into 
which you ſhall not fail to be received, if ye have 
made Friends of this Mammon here. 

And is not this a great Encouragement to picus 
and charitable works ; that if they be cone 21ight, 
from a right Principle and to a right End they (hall 
not fail of arewar# in Heaven ? So Chriſt promi- 


| ſeth concerning Alms, Matth, 6. 4. 


Beſides the Bleſſings in this World promiſed to 
to the Merciful (as we may obſerve in the Scripture 
that the Promiſes of carthly Comforts are more par- 
ticularly made to thoſe in whom this Grace of Mer- 


cp (bines forth_) I ſay, beſides the Bleſhngs in this 
| World, 
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in Heaven : It is reſerved for the Mercifs] man, the 
Alms-giver ; for him that performs this Duty of 
Charity and Mercy, in a right and becoming man- 
ner. 


AND that this great Duty of Alms-gwviug and 


Charity may be pertormed aripht, take theſe follow- 
ig Directions. 


T1. Do it out of an inward Conpaſſion and Sympu- 
thy; as it were, feeling in thy (elf the Diſireſſes and 
Calamities of others. 


2. Do it with Diſcretion and Fudgment. Obſerve 
the fitteſt Seaſons for it, and the fitteſt Objeds, 
Apd ſo manage it as not to cheriſh the Sin of others; 
but that they may be encouraged to take pains in 
their Callings. Alms muſt be reſtrain'd, if it clear- 
ly appears, that it is made uſe of to nouriſh and 
maintain their Sins; if it be abuſed to Drunkennels, 


or anyLuſt: Or if it encourageth them to Idleneſs; | 


for the rule is, concerning thoſe that are able to 
work and labour, If they will not werk, neither It 
them eat, 2 Theſſ. 3.10. But this is to be added, 
If theſe unworthy Perſons be in preſſing want, Re- 
lief muſt be afforded in ſach a meaſure and propor- 
tion as may keep and maintain their decaying 
ratureior bodies, which clſe would die away 
but not ſuch as may relieve their Sins and Luſts, 
decaying for want of fue}, and cutward mainte- 
Nance. 


3. Do it bountifally; not in a penurious, pinching 


way 3 notina low degree and fcant meaſure, when | 


thou mayfi do otherwiſe, and the Czſe a” 
| : 


| of Diſcowſe of Chap. IV. | 
World, God hath a Reward in ſtore: It is laid up; 
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He which ſoweath ſparingly, (hall reap ſparingly; and 
be which ſoreth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifully, 2 
Cor, 9. Os 


4. Do it chearfully. He that ſheweth mercy, let 
him do it with cheerfulneſs, ſaith S. Paul, Rom, 12. 


| 8, Andagain, 2 Cor, 9. 7. Every man according as 


be purpoſeth in his heart, ſo let him give, not grudg- 
ingly, or of neceſſity: for God loveth. a chearful 
giver. 


5. Do it humbly and fiacerely : Not to get the 


Praiſe of Men, nor for any unworthy reſpects 3 


but out of Obedience to God, and an cye to his 


' Glory. 


Take beed, (aith our Saviour, that ye do not your 
alms before men, to be ſeen of them : otherwiſe ye bave 
no reward of your Father which is in Heaven, Matth. 
6.1. And again, inver. 3. we have our Saviour's 
direQion concerning the right manner of Alms- 
giving When thou doeſt Alms, let not thy left hand 


. know what thy right hand doth : Which is a figurative 


and proverbial Speech, and imports the great care 
and diligence a Chriftian ſhould uſe to avoid all O- 
ſtentation and Vain-glory. 

When thou giveſt Alms and beſtoweſi thy Chari- 
ty upon a fit Obje& and due Occation, thou ſhouldlſt 
be ſo far from deſigning thy Praiſe and Applauſe 
herein from others, that he that is thy near Friend, 
Che that is as thy left hand a part of thee) ſhould 
not be acquainted with itz much leſs (ſhould be in- 
vited to take notice of thy good works. 

Or thus : If it were poſſible for thy left hand to 
ſee and know what thy right hand did, yet ſo en- 
deayour as that even thy left hand might not know 


it, Notonly let it be done in ſecret, in _—— of 
cthers, 
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others, but, as much as is poſſible, in reſpect of thy 


 {clf, ovwmy ayvonrar, that thou thy (elf mayſt not 


take notice of it; thatis, thou ſhouldſi not let thy 
mind dwell upon it, not pride it ſelf in the contem- 
plation of what thou haſt done 3 thou ſhouldſt be 
as far from applauding thy ſelf, as if thou hadi done 
nothing atall, 

Laftly, Theſe Words are to be taken comparatively: 
Rather than thou ſhouldſt give way to the Temp- 
tation of Vain-glory and inward Pride, eſpecially if 
thou be ſubje& to that Vanity, it that Sin be po- 
tent in thee, chuſe and labour to do thy Alms (thy 
works of Mercy) in themolſt ſecret way thou canſi 3 
as it follows, in Ver. 4. That thy Alms may be in 
ſecret, 


Not but that another,a Friend,may know what thy 
right hand gives this is not limply forbidden and 
univerſally, but in ſome Caſes, as in ih< comparative 
ſenſe: For he may be of uſe to the, by his faith- 
fal Counſcl and Prudence, to dir: Ct and afllitt thee in 
diſpoſing thy Charity. But he {ould not be ac- 
quainted with it for this enc, viz. That thou mayſt 


ain Applauſe from him, or -ixom others, by his. 


means. 
And rot but that thou may ſt do good openly and vi- 


fiblyz ard do that good which mayſbe ſeen by Men. | 
Thy good works need not alway be ſecret: They | 
may be publick ; if thou haſt only a Chriſtian care | 
that they may be exemplary to others, and provoke | 
them to good works. But thou muſt not do good | 
that thou maylt b- ſeen and lookt upon by Men: | 
Thy good works are not to be publick for this end, | 
That thou mayſi gain Credit and Reputation to thy | 


{clf. 


As | 


I cae——_ 
— — —— — _— 


— 


Chap. IV. Chriſtian Love. I17 


As alſo thou mayſt manifeſt thy Charity in laſting 
and prublick, Monuments ; And indeed the building, 
endowing, or helping to keep up, Schools ſor the 

' Education of Youth, Colleges for the Advance- 
ment of Learning , Alms-houſes and Hoſpitals for 
the Relief of the: Poor and Diſtreſſed , are ſome 
of the more excellent Inftances of doing Good. 
But theſe muſt not be deſigned for the building 
- _ a Name, but for the Name and Glory of 

od. 


To conclude this Charader, 

It may be fit to obſerve here, That in all 
theſe Ads and Labours of Love (whether to' Soul or 
Body) thou muſt be wary, left thou haſt an eye to 
thine own Glory, The true and genuine Chriſtian 
Love is far from Self-glorying : And where it rules, 
{uch Chriſtians as moſt walk iu Love, fuch as abound 
moſt in theſe Labours of Love, ihey are as little cla- 


| ted as if they had done nothing at all; they forget 
what is paſt, and preſs ta the Mark before them, 

i A ND now I might proceed to ſhew (in the 
' Fifth and laſt place) That it is co be ſuch a Love as is 


deſcribed in 1 Cor 13. from wer. 4. to ver,7 , Bur 
j- it would be too long to ſpeak to this Deſcription 


1, | particularly : I hall, at preſent, -only name it. 
y Charity ( or Love, £1671 ) ſuffereth I.ng, and is 
e | kind; Charity envieth not 3, Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, 


© | 25 not puffed up; dotb not behave it ſelf unſeemly, ſeek- 
xd | eth not her own, is nat eafily provoked, thinketh wo evil, 
1: | rejoiceth net in iniquity but rejoiceth in the truth , bear- 
d, } eb all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, en- 
ny | deareth all things, | 


_ K CHAP, 


CHAP. V. 


THE 


CONCLUSION 


CONCERNING 


Meckneſs and Peaceablene(s. 


T* u S we have done with the Scriftare- 
Characters (or Qualifications ) of that 
Love wherein Chriſtians are to walk towards 
ore another. 

For the Concluding of rhis Diſcourſe, we ſhall 
a little conhider that Duty which is mentioned in the 
Context, viz. the Duty of putting away all Bitterneſs, 
and Wrath, and Clamour, and Evil. peaking, with all 
Aalice; and, inſtead hereof, of forgiving one ano- 
ther. 

Meekneſs, 1n forbearing and forgiving, 1s frequently 
and plainly enforced in tne New Teſtament, In 
the Sermons of Chriſt recorded by the Four Evan- 
geliſts, and in the Epiſtles of the Apoſiles to ſeveral 
Chriſtian Churchcs, how often have we this Duty 
inculcated and preſſed with the greateſt Farneſineſs 3 
and that as a neceſſary Condition and Qualihcation 
to make us capable of Forgivene(s ! 


It 
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It is part of that excellent Pattern. and alſo 
Form of Prayer, which our Lord deliver'd to his 
Diſciples (wherein is ſummed; up, what it is moſt 
fit and needful for a Chriſtian to ask of God): I 
ſay, it is part of that Prayer, | Forgive us oaur treſ- 
paſſes , as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us. | 
Which Words carry a preſling and forcible Engage- 
ment to this Duty, For they that ſpeak theſe words 
with their Lips. only, and' not with their Hearts, 
(their Hearts' being full of Rancour and Bitterneſs, 
Wrath and Malice) they make rather an Imprecati- 
on againſt themſelves, and draw down a Cuple ra- 
ther than a Bleſling; it is, in effet, to pray not 
to be at all forgiven by God, as they do not forgive 
others, 

And as the Fifth Commandment | Honour thy 
Father and Mother p is called the firſt Command- 
ment with Promiſe, Epheſ. 6. (i.e. the firſlk Com- 
mandment of the fecond Table containing one 
Duty towaeds Man, that hath a Promiſe annexed 
to it) ſo this fifth Petition | Forgive vs our treſpaſſes, 
&c.] is the only Petition with a Condition. And 
therefore it is particularly ſingled out from the reſt 
by Chriſt to ſpeak to 3 and immediately he enlarges 
upon it, and the Condition implied in thoſe*words 
| as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt us | Matth, 6. 
14,15. For if ye forgive men their Treſpaſſes, your 
heavenly Father will alſo forgive you : And to make it 


yet more plain, he prefleth ic in a negative formof 
words, But if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, neither 

will your Father forgive. you yaur treſpaſſes. 
It'muſt needs therefore be accounted no ſleight, 
no indifferent thing, which our Saviour Chiſt doth 
\ thus (ele& and fingle out, and doth infift upon and 
urge ſdcarneſtly, here, and elſewhere : As he doth 
at large in Math. 19, from ver. 21. to ver. 35s 
Ky © where 
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where our Saviour Chriſt anſwers S. Peter's _ 
on, Lerd, how often ſhall my. brother ſin againſt me, 
and T forgive him ? till ſeven times ? Peter thought. 
this an high pitch of AMeekneſs, for Mcn to forbear. 
and forgive thoſe. that injure them ſeven times 3, 
but Chrift anſwered him, T ſay not unto ſeven times, 
but until ſeventy times ſeven, 4, e, 490 times 3. vize 
poties quoties, as often as he injures thee. . . _ 

This our Saviour (ets forth in the Payable of the 
Servant that owed his Lord ten Thouſand Talents, 
(a vaſt Summ, for one Talent was an hundred 
eighty ſeven Pounds, ten Shillings), and yet his 
Lord forgave him all-his Debt, and rcJeaſcd/him 
from the Sentence of Impriſonment. And this 
ſhould have been a rule to him, to forgive his Fel- 
low-Servant that owed him but an hundred Pence 
(which was three Pounds, two Shillings and: fix 
Pence, reckoning the Ide or Penny to be our ſe- 
vcn Pence halt- penny )but he would not forgive-him; 
and therefore his Loxd was wroth, and dclivered 
him to the Tormentors. So likewiſe ſhall my heaven- 
ly Father do unto you, if you from your hearts forgive 
not every one his brother their treſpaſſes. So our Savi- 
Our. concludes the Parable, Which Words ſhew 
both the Reaſonableneſs and Neceflity of this Du- 
ty, as we would expect or hope for Forgiveneſs 
trom God. | 

And thus it may appcar, how powerfully Meek- 
eſs is commended to us in the Rrles of the 
New Teftament 3 as 1 might ſhew alſo, how, by 
the Example of Chriſt, it was ſo commended, as 
not by any., other before. The Apoſile, -in a Cor. 
10, 1, takes notice of the Meckneſs and Gentleneſs 
of Chriſt, as moſt exemplary and remarkable in 
Chriſt, and fit to be a powcrful Paſwaſive 
© what Þb:comcs. Chrilttans 3 1 beſeech you by the 
Meeknefs 
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Meckneſs and Gentleneſs of Chrift. - And our Saviour 
himſelf points his. Diſciples to obſerve and imitate 
him in this Character: of his Spirit, Learn of 
me, that I am meek and lowly in heart, Matth. 11. 
29, Ina word, Chriſt died. in the Exprcfſions of 
. the .greateli, Love and Charity: towards the worſt 
of Enemics, when he had the greateſt Provocati- 
ons to be incenſed, They were almoſt the laſt 
Words he ſpake on the Croſs, amidſt the Shame, 
ard thoſe fore Pains they put him to, Lak. 23.34. 
Father forgive them, | for they know not what they do. 
And herein he Jeft us an. Example , that we ſhould 
follow bis ſteps, 1 Pet. 2.21, | 


I T remains now to ſpeak of the Duty of Peace- 
ableneſs, in oppolition to all Bztterneſs and Wrath, 
&c. For the Enforcement whereof, 1 might produce 
many Places.out of the New Teſtament, wherein it is 
.eFccually and lively commended to all Chriſtians. 
But (to:name no other) ſufficient is that pregnant 
Paſſage of our Bleſſed Saviour's, in his Sermon on 
the Mount, which we have in Matth. 5. from ver. 
21, to.ver. 26, A ſerious. Place 3 which it may be 
fir, and of good uſe, more particularly to conſi- 


dere 


Ver. 21. Ye have heard | All you that now ſtand 
before me, you whom I now teach from the Mounr. 
Chrift ſpeaks to all his Hearers, whether his chief 
Diſciples, or others of the Multitude. 
on ippemm mig dpxavors, That it was ſaid by 


them of old time] i. &. by the Teachers of the Syna- 
gogwe, thoſe who taught of old. 

But the reading in the Margine of fic Engliſh Bi- 
ble is better, [to them of old time | viz. to your An- 
ceſtours the Fews. 
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: Theu (palt not kyll | This was command- 
ed from Mount Sinai; your Fathers of- old had this 
Command in the Wilderneſs. .. F-44 
"Os S* dy gordon, And (or, But ) whoſoever 
Pall kill, foall:' be iti danger of the Fudgment;.| 
E10x © tw TH neioe, (hall be liable to the Fudgment 3 
or tobe punithed by the Judgment; 5 
Keins is here ſpoken of the Court of Judicature, 
which conſiſted of: Twenty three Perſons. This 
Judicatory was in every City of Iſrael, wherein were 
at leaſt an Hundred and twenty Men, Fathers of 
Families : And it had the Cognizance of Capital 
Matters, ard could try Men.for their Lives; where- 
as in leſſer Cities or Towns there was a leſs Judica- 
tory, Which judged of {ſmaller Matters, as Pecunia- 
ry, &c, But the greateſi Court of all was that'of 
Seventy two, which fat in Feraſalem only : That 
was the higheſt Judicatory, from whence there was 
no Appeal : Ard that Synedrizm (or Comncil) ap- 
pointed the Judges that fat in the lefſer Judica- 
£Ories. 


Ver. 22. But T ſay unto you | Ithe great Teacher 
ſent trom God. 

=—>— FP hoſocver is angry with bis Brother| with 
any one. Any other Perſon is called (as Neighbour, 
ſo.) Brother : For all Men are the Off-ſpring of 
Geds He is tae Father of all. 

—— Without a Cauſe | ci, raſhly, unjuſily, 
tghtly, or immoderacely. 

This Ward is not in the Vulgar Latin 3 but it is 
w the Syriack and in Faſtin Martyr, and Ireneus. 
And it 1s ficly added: for there may be juſt occaſj- 
ons of Anger. | 

There 1s an allowable Anger; And that is, when 
the Glory of God, or the good of others is concern- 

| | &d; 
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ed; and not ſo much any Intereſt or private reſpects 
of our own. So Moſes (the meek) was angry with 
an holy and Juſt Axger, when the Iſraelites had 
made the Golden Calf, Exod. 32. But even when 
it is in theſe Inftances, it muſt not be immoderate-; 
but moderate both for the Meaſure and the Durati- 
on of it. | 

All immoderate, raſh, and unadviſed Anger; 
and ſuch as is from ſlight Cauſes and upon light 
Matters ;5 or ſuch wherein Mens private Intereſts are 
chicfly reſpected, more than the Glory of God and 
the good of their Neighbours 3 ſuch as flows trom 
Selt-love, covetous or ambitious Detires and Ne- 
fipns 3 or from Malice, Revenge, Envy or Spite, 
and the like Diſtempers of the Soul; this is the An- 
ger condemned, Whoſoever is thus angry with his 
Brother, 
— Shall be in danger of (or liable #0) the Fudg- 
ment | That which the Teachers of the Law did 
pronounce cf actual, outward and vitible Murder, 


our Saviour doth pronounce of cauſcleſs Wrath - 


(though inward, and not yet viſible and breaking 
forth into any outward Expreſſion or Diſcovery ) 
viz, That the Angry Perſon (hall be able to the 
Fudgment, 3. e. ſhall be puniſhed by God (the ſu- 
preme Judge) with Eternal Deatia in the other 
World; as the Murderer was puniſhed with Death 
by the Twenty three Judges, in foro bumano : And 
the Death wherewith they puniſhed, was that of 
killing with the Sword, 

— And whoſoever ſhall ſay unto bis Brother, Racha | 
This is a further degree of Guilt 3 here is Anger 
(which before lay hid in the Heart) breaking forth 
into di(dainful, vilifying and reproachtul Language, 
as calling another, Rachs, 7.e, an empty, vain, fil- 
ly, of witleſs Fellow : Which is to take away the 
K 4 good 


» 
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Name or Reputation of another, that which a Man 
valucth next to lite, 

— He ſhall be in danger of the Council | Or liable 
to be puniſhed by the Sanbedrin, the {upreme Judi- 
catory of Seventy. two, which judged fome Cauſes 
and Offenders that the other could not. | 

Their Irflictions and Puniſhmcnts were Capital 3 
but with a greater Severity and Pain for kind of 
Puniſhment 3 as ſuppoſe ftoning , which was a 
greater and feverer Puniſhment than beheading. 

And this ſhews that the Sin was greater, For 
here (as in the former Clauſe) the Greatneſs or 
Grievouſneſs of the Puniſhment, doth fignifie, and 
ſet forth, the Greatneſs and Heinouſneſs of the 
Sin. 

— -- But whoſoever ſhall ſay, Thou Fool , wwps | 
This is the third (and a yet higher) degree of 
Guilt, Here 1s Anger breaking forth into the moſt 
bittcr and reviling Language, vile and virulent Rai- 
ling. 

F— Shall be in danger of (or liable 10) Hell- 
fire] trox,& tomy &is 7 9ervay T8 nvess, (hall be liable 
co the Gebenna of Fire 3 or the Fire of Geennaor Hell, 
by an Hypallage. . 5 | 

Qur Saviour, to ſhew the greatneſs of this Sin, 
ſes it forth by its defexving a greater Mortal Puniſh- 


ment than the other ; Ard there being none greater 


among the Fews (as inflicted by the Sanbedrin, or 
bighett Court) than foning to death, he makesuſe of 
another Pirate in alluſion to the Torments in the 
Vall.y of Hinnom, : 

In ihort, Gehinnom ( or Geenna) was a Valley 
near to Jeruſalem, ina part whereof, called Topher, 
thc Idolatrous Zews offered their Children, by Fire, 
to 340och the Idol, The manner thereof was, to 
Put the Childien into the burning Arms of the bra- 
zen 
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zen Image (which was made red hot) and (o ta 
burn them to death. And becauſ: the Children 
thus cruelly uſed, did, by reaſon of the Pain and 
Torment of the Fire, cry out, and weep, and wail 
moſt lamentably, there were Drums and Tabrets to 
beat upon, that the hideous Cries of their Children 
might be drown'd ; whence the place was called 
Topher, from Toph a Drum. 

Now becauſe ſuch Torments as theſe were the 
molt horrid and dreadful ; therefore did the anci- 
ent Fews, before our Saviour's time, make uſe of 
this Phraſe to fignifie Hell-Torments, And ſo our 
Saviour makes uſe of it here ; having found it cur« 
rent amongſt them, and titly expreſſive of the pains 
of the Wicked , the Puniſhments'in Hell, where 
there is weeping, and wailing, and a Fire always 
burning 3 as alſo there was a Fire always burning in 
the Valley of Hinnom. 


HERE it may be fit to anſwer Two Que- 
TICS, 


1, 9, Is then only the calling of our Brother, 
[Thaze Fool, | puniſhable by Hell-fire and are the 
other two Venial Sins ? 

Anſw. Death and Eternal Miſery are the Wages 
of all Sins ; but ſome ſhall be puniſhed in Hell more 
than others. 

Our Saviour here doth plainly allude to the diffe- 
rent Puniſhments among the Jews , whereby the 
differ:nt Puniſhments in the other World upon the 
different Degrees of Sin are repreſented 3 That 
look as among the Fews, to ſuffer Puniſhment of 
Death for Crimes, judged and condemned by the 
Judicatory of Twenty three , or lefſer Sanhedrin 3 


and to ſuffer Puniſhment of Death for more gric- 
| vous 
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vous Crimes, judged and ſentenced by the great 
Sanbedrin; and to ſuffer ſuch grievous Tortures as 
the poor Children ſuffered in the Valley of Hinnom, 
had their different degrees of Pain, though each 
was the Puniſhment of Death : So there will be in 
the other World, degrees of Puniſhment proporti- 
onable to the degrees of Sinz though each will be 
the Puniſhment of Eternal Death. As the Sin is 
greater, the Torment in Hell ſhall be greater. And 
as the greateſt Torment was the burning of the Chil- 
dren to Moloch in Geenna, ſo the greateft Torments 
in Hell ſhall be for the greateſt Sort of Anger. S0 
that when it is (aid ſpall be liable, netrer, to the Fudg- 
ment, Or CuriSely, to the Council , the meaning, 15 
not, That thoſe Sins of cauſleſs Anger, and calling 
Racha did deſerve only Hamane Puniſhment, and 
were puniſhable only by ſome Judicatory. upon 
Earth. For as for caxſleſs Anger, only yet abiding 
in the Heart, it is not puniſhable by Man or any 
Court 3 no Court can take Cognizance of it 3 be- 
cauſe it is inward, and known only to God, that 
knoweth the Heart. 


2. Duer. Is allcalling Racha, or Thor Fodl, a fin. 
deſcrving Eternal Death in the other World ? Doth 
not S. 7ames, in chap. 2. ver. 20, ſay, O vain Man, 
which Is the ſame with Racha ? And doth not $. 
Paul (lay, O fuoliſh Galatians, Gal. 3. 1. 

Anſw. *Tis not the meer ſaying Racha, or Thou 
Fool, that is always thus culpable and puniſhable 
hereafter; but when theſe Expreſſions flow from 
raſh or immoderate Anger 3 ſo that 6 5pyLouuCt cinn, 
" the beginning of the Verſe, muli be undcritood 

cre, 

— When they are ſpokennot out of inordinate Paf- 
ton, Anger and Hatred ; not out of proud Con- 
tempt 
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tempt of others, and upon ſlight Cauſes; but out 
of Love and Charity to a Sinner, to convince and 
awaken him out of his Preſumption, Security and 
Hardacfs in Sin (and eſpecially if ſpoken thus by 
thoſe who are in Office and Power either Czvil or 
Spiritual, and by Maſiers or Superiours_) they, be- 
ing ſcalonably made uſe of, are very piercing, and& 
may be effctual. Sharp Reproofs are as ſharp 
Goads, to awaken ſluggiſh and heavy Souls that 
are ſettled in their Sin. And when the Sinner's 
good is intended this way, and moſt likely to bect- 
tected by this awakening Means ;-and thoy doſt 
not {eek any thing to thy ſelf; when thou haſt no 
defign of Inſulting over others or making thy ſelf 
ſeem better by making others ſeem worſe 3 no de- 
ſign of revenging thy ſelf by ſuch words, or of ad- 
vantaging thy ſelf by the diſgracing - of 'others : 
Then it is not condemned here. 

And thus it was in the Inftances mentioned. 

S. Fames, when he ſaid, @ xw?, O vain Man, did 
not ſpeak it out of any of thoſe Diſicmpcrs of 
Mind 3 but out cf Charity, to awaken the Solz- 
fidian. - | 

And (o when S. Paul ſaid, O fooliſþ Galatians, 
eyelet, ſenſeleſs, without Underſtanding z he did not 
ſpeak this out of inordinate Paſſion , but upon 
a great Occafion, they were turned from the Goſpel 
to the Ceremonial Law ; and he uſcd this ſharp Ad- 
monition to awaken them. 


B.U T to proceed. We have ſeen, in the forego- 
ing Verſes, how our Saviour Chriſt made the ſixth 
Commandment more fall, in requiring more than the 
abſtaining from aCctual or viſible Murder, in requiring 
Men to abſtain from cauſle(s and immoderate Anger, 


though in the Heart, and from all the Effects _ 
| of 
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of, the bitter Expreſitons of it in diſdainful and vi- 
lifying, orin virulent, reproachful Language 3 and 
that inſtead hereof Peace and Concord ſhould be 
maintained and kept amongſt Men: For the Com- 
mandment which torbids a fn, requireth the con= 
trary Duty. . 

And for the Lnforcement of this Duty of Chn- 
ftian Peace and Concord 1 as alſo for the, engaging 
Men againſ the contrary bitter Qualities of Wrath, 
and proud Diſdain 3: and for the-direGing Men what 
is to be done, viz. That they ought ( without gclay) 
to repent ad amend z he adds, 


Ver. 22, Therefire, if thou bring thy gift to the 
. Altar |. a6, thy Gift, that is, thy Peace-offering, 
or Sacrifice tor Atonement, _ ' 

Our Saviour ſpeaks according to the Style of 

thoſ: timcs, and with allaſion to the Form of Wor- 
ſhip then in being. - The Fewiſh Temple was then 
Kanding, where Sacrifices were to be offered upon 
the Altar, But this Ceremonial Worſhip, of out- 
ward Legal Sacrifices did, de jrre, ceaſe, when the 
Great Sacrifice (of which they were :Shadows and 
Types) was offered upon the Croſs z as allo de fats. 
when the Temple (the only Place tor that ſort of 
Worſhip) was deſtroyed. 
And there remembreſt that thy Brother bath 
ought againſt thee | Under. the Law, he that brought 
a Beati for Sacritice, was to lay his Hands upon the 
Hcad of the Beaſt, while it was alive, to confeſs his 
Sins 3 and without ſuch Confefſion and an 
there was no Atonement, 

— thy Brother | i.e. any other Perſon. 
bath ought againſt thee | tx 71 gm (,s, bath 
ſomething againſt theez hath Cauſe of Complaint, 


tor what thou haft done to him; as that thou halt 
injured 
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injured him in his Eſtate, in his Body, or in his 
Name 3 if thou haſt injured him.through thy An- 
ger, .the injurious Effe&ts whereof he hath experi-_ 
enced in reproachtul Language (as Racha, or Tho 
Fool ); or. in what way or kind foever 3 ſo that he 
hath. Cauſe to be aggrieved, and bath any thing a= 
gainſt thee. 


Ver. 24. Leave there thy Gift before the 4ltar | 
Do not take it away, but leave it there, Make a 
{top 3 dare not to proceed, whilli thou art unrecon* 
ciled. Defer, for that time, chy Offering ; but de- 
fer not to put thy ſelf into a Capacity.and Fitneſs for 
thy Offering. © 
— Go thy way, firſt be reconciled to thy Bro- 
ther ] Reconcile thy ſelf ; as the word Nanadyna, 
may be rendcr'd. SS 4 

—— and then come' and offer thy Gift | Then 
come back to the Altar, and  compleat thy intend-, 
ed Sacrifice for the Atonement of thy Sin, 


BUT ſome may ſay.How could this be praGtiſed? 
The Party offended might be far diftant, in ſome 0- 
cher Country ; or he might be in ſuchcloſe Cuſtody 
as not.to be ſpoken with. : 

To this I anſwer, . That the due concurrence of 
Circumſtances is hers.to.,be underſiood 3 viz. it the 
Time and Place permit it it fo be the Party may 
go to him offended and return in due time to the 
Altar where he left his Gift: Otherwiſe, if he be 
hindred by ſach Circumſtances as make it impoſſt- 
ble for him in time to meet with him3 he is then 
hindred by Providence. And it he hath a fincere 
and carneſi deſire to do it, .God will accept it for 
the Deed and actual Performance,, which would 


have becn, if not thus hindred. But —_ the 
Tews 
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Fews were to meet three times a year at Feruſalem 
(viz. at the Paſſover, Pentecoſt, and Feaſt of Taber- 
aacles, at which times theFews came fromall parts - 
thither) it was not ſo unpradticable for one Tſraelite 
to find another; if the Gifts Cor Sacrifices } were 
brought to the Altar at any of thoſe times ; And 
we read that ſome perſons did till thoſe times de- 
fer and reſerve their Sactritices. 


But what if thy Brother will not be intreated 2? 

What if thou canſt not reconcile him to thee 2 

* Thou mayſt notwithſianding offer thy Gife. If 
thou haſt uſed fit means, with a fincere defire that 
they may proſper to this good effe&t of Peace and 
Charity, and yet the other holds off, is implacable 
and-will not be intreated and wrought upon 3 thou 
haſ done thy Duty to thy Brother, and his not do- 
ing his Duty cannot make thee uncap3ble of going 
on in thy Duty to God. The Event and Succeſs 
is not in thy Power : But by thy teſtifying thy 
Sorrow for doing any Injury, and undoing it (as 
much as may be) by making SatisfaQtion for the 
wrong, thou haſt obſerved our Saviour's Rule, and 
maylt draw near to God. When thou art reconct- 
led, and in pure and unfeigned Charity 3- then thou 
art meet and capacitated to appear before God. For 
what is here ſaid of Sacrifice, which was the higheſt 
outward Worſhip in the 01d Teſtament, is alſo meant 
of the Yorſbip under the Goſpel, | 


I N the two following Verſes is {ct down the 
danger of deferring this Duty as allo an Exhor- 
tation or Advice to do it without delay. And 'this 
1s ſet forth by an Alluſion to what is' moſt fit, and 
ſafe, and adviſeable to be done here on Exrth in 


Tcmporal matters and Ggoncernments; | 
Ver. 
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Ver. 25. Agree with thine Adverſary] ia wyoay, 
uſe all fit means, do thy endeavour to regain his 
{4 Favour. Seek Peace, and that there may be a fair 
accord and ending, of the difference betwixt you. 
Make an Agreement with him. 
quickly, while thou art in the way with him | 
| whilſt the matter may be taken up. 

—— leſt at any time the adverſary deliver thee to 
the judge | left he implead thee before the Judge 3 
either for the Debts thou oweſt him, or for the Inju- 
ries thou haſt done him; as he declares his caſe. 
and the Fudge deliver thee to the Officer, } 
And fo thou, being caft, art delivered by the Judge 
to the Officer, or Serjeant, whoſe Office and Duty 
it is toexecute the Sentence of the Court. - 
and thou be caſt into priſon. | Oat of which 
cloſe Cuſtody and Reſtraint thou ſhalt not come 
out; as it follows, 

Ver, 26. Verily, T ſay unto thee, Thou ſhalt by no 
means come out thence till thou baſt paid the utmoſt 
Farthing. ; 

As therefore amongſt Men in their Temporal Con- | 
cernments, it is beſt and moſt adviſcable, for the 
Party obnoxious, to endeavour by a timely com- | 
pounding of matters to prevent the Severities of 
the Law-Court: Soit is here. If thou haſt injur'd 
thy Brother, wherein thou haſt alſo offended God, 
it's ſafeſt and beſt for thee, quickly, while then art in 
the 2vay, in thy life-time, in thy Health, without 
putting it off to the future, to ſeek his Favour, by 
teſtifying thy Sorrow for thy Offence, and offering 
to make all due and fit SatisfaCtion 3 thus to return 
to Charity and Peace with him. 

If thou negle&eſt, or ſcorneſt to dothis, and fo 
continueſt in a tiate of Wrath, Strife and Bitter- 


| nels, thou becomeſt moxe obnoxious to God _— 
this 
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this thy Strife, Uncharitableneſs and Enmity towards 
thy Brother will accuſe thee before God 3 and God 
the Righteous Judge will ſentence thee to Priſon, 
the cuter Darkneſs 3 where thou canit not come our, 
till thou haſt paid the utmoſt farthing, which doth 
not ſuppoſe a poſſibility of making full Satisfaction, 
forthat [ti/] doth not ſignific that it ſhould be et- 
fected hereafter, ” 


PTE 

HAVING thus gloſs'd upon the. Words, I 
ſhall only add, That though what Chriſt here teach- 
eth, be ſirange to the Jorld, ditterent from the 
Sentiments and eſteems of the World 3 yet they are 
the Words of Him who is the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life (Fobn 14. 6.) the wordsof Him who was 
that great Prophet and Teacher ſent from God, fore- 
z#old by Moſes under the Law (as S. Peter told the 


Fews, Ads 3. 22.) yea, they are the words of 


Him, concerning whom God himſelt thus teſtified 
by a Voice from Heaven, This zs my beloved Son, bear 
ye bim, [n ſhort, He who came from God, the boſom 
of the Father ; who came down from Heaven, and 
knows bett to direct the way thither 3 He hath ſaid 
them: And It all the world be filent bcifore Him, 
the 1/iſdom of God. 

{ will conclude all with S. Paul's Exhortation inCol. 
23. Ter. 12,t015, Put on therefore ( as the eled of God, 
bely and beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, bumble= 
neſs of mind, meekneſs, long- ſuffering 3 forbearing one 
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have 8 
guarrel againſt any ; even as C briſt forgave you, ſo alſo 
do ye» And above all theſe things, pnt on Charity 
(or LOVE) which # the bondof perfefineſs. And 
tet the peace of God rule in your bearts, to the which alſ2 

ze are called in one body ; and be yeabankful, 


FINIS. 
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